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Content ion  Among 'Bankers, 'Oystermen arid Tavern-Keepers 
Nobody has announced a . s e s q u i c e n t e n n i a 1  ceremony f o r  t h e  Grantham 
Bankers' Brawl. Perhaps nobody remembers t h e  s t rugg le . any -more .  I n - i t s  
t ime,  however, i t  s t i r r e d  up a  s e c t i o n  of L inco lnsh i r e ,  and even a t t r a c t e d  
t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of ~ n g l a n d '  s . n a t i o n a l  newspapers. The "bankers" were no t  
f i n a n c i e r s ,  but l a b o r e r s  who worked on t h e  banks, l evees  andldykes of 
t h e  Ancholme River;  they  a l s o  went by t h e  name of "dykers". They were 
a  mobile l o t ,  w i th  a  r e p u t a t i o n  f o r  d r i n k i n g ,  brawling and th ievery .  
A s  we w r i t e ,  i t  i s  almost e x a c t l y  150 y e a r s  s i n c e  a  l a r g e  group of 
bankers ga thered  a t  Grantham, nea r  Lincoln ,  f o r  t h e  f u n e r a l  of a  fellow- 
worker. It was Fr iday ,  t h e  1 8 t h  of January ,  1828. Four days before ,  on 
Monday t h e  1 4 t h ,  two of t h e i r  number had been committed t o  Kir ton  Gaol 
f o r  a  r i o t  a t  t h e  Crown Inn. Word had been going round t h a t  t h e  dykers 
were planning t o  revenge themselves on t h e  l o c a l  cons t ab le s  f o r  'the two 
a r r e s t s .  No doubt t h e  p e r f i d y  of t h e  cons t ab le s  was one of t h e  main t o p i c s  
of conversa t ion  during,. .and e s p e c i a l l y  a f t e r  t h e  f u n e r a l ,  when t h e  work- 
men went t o  d r i n k  away t h e i r  g r i e f .  Worried about what was t o  come, t h e  
Grantham cons t ab le  c a l l e d  up t h e  town's s p e c i a l  cons t ab le s  --. ehe farmers - 
deputized f o r  j u s t  such occas ions  -- and 1odged.them i n  p r i v a t e  rooms of 
t h e  pub where t h e  dykers  were d r ink ing .  
Not long a f t e r ,  according t o  t h e  Morning Chronic1.e of 26 January,  
t h e  workmen s taged  a  sham f i g h t ,  t hen  turned it i n t o  an a t t a c k  on t h e  con- 
s t a b l e s .  "Hedge-stakes, r a i l s ,  and i ron-bars ,  t o r n  from t h e  windows," 
* 
The au tho r s  wish t o  thank Cathy Adams, Laur ie  Burns, Martha Guest, Chris  
Lord, Marl ine Re i s s ,  Debbie Rip ley ,  Mark Ryan and t h e  o t h e r  GBS s t a f f  
members who worked on t h i s  m a t e r i a l .  The Nat iona l  Science Foundation 
suppor t s  t h e  r e sea rch  descr ibed  h e r e i n .  
r e p o r t s  t h e  Chronic le ,  
were hu r l ed  w i t h  t h e  most d r e a d f u l  imprecat ions upon t h e  heads and 
persons of t h e  cons t ab le s ;  t hey ,  i n  r e t u r n ,  r e p e l l e d  t h e  r i o t o u s  
a s s a i l a n t s  f o r  an hour wi th  t h e i r  s t a v e s  on ly ,  bu t  a s  t h e  n i g h t  grew 
very  dark ,  t h e  h o r r i d  y e l l s  and overpowering numbers of t h e  bankers 
s o  in t imida ted  some of t h e  defendants ,  t h a t  it became necessary  t o  
f i r e  a  p i s t o l  over  t h e i r  heads,  i n  t h e  hope t h a t  t h e  c e r t a i n  know- 
ledge  of f i re-arms be ing  possessed would check t h e i r  fu ry .  The c r y  
of 'Murder t h e  cons t ab le s ,  they  have only powder;' and an immediate 
v i o l e n t  ru sh  i n s i d e  and o u t s i d e  t h e  house, ob l iged  someone t o  load  
h i s  p i s t o l  and defend h i s  person. A small  s l u g  en tered  t h e  s i d e  of 
one man, whose un fo r tuna te  s i t u a t i o n  immediately engaged t h e  a t t e n -  
t ion:of  h i s  r i o t i n g  companions; and from t h a t  t ime,  w i th  t h e  excep- 
t i o n  of a  few random blows wi th  cudgels ,  t h e  tumult subsided.  
M r .  Gunning, t h e  l o c a l  surgeon, took over  t h e  c a r e  of t h e  black-and-blue 
ci t izen-pol icemen,  a s  "near ly  f i f t y "  of t h e  dykers  f l e d  t h e  a r ea .  Next 
morning t h e  m a g i s t r a t e s  s e n t  t o  Brigg - f o r  a  detachment of t roops ,  whose 
a r r i v a l  pu t  Grantham back under c o n t r o l  of t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  (Morning Chron- 
i c l e  24 Jan . ,  1828, 26 J a n . ,  1828; Times [of London] 26 Jan . ,  1828; Annual 
Reg i s t e r  1828:9).  
I n  terms of n a t i o n a l  p o l i t i c s  o r  t h e  h i s t o r y  of t h e  working c l a s s ,  
t h e  a f f r a y  of Grantham w a s  a  t r i v i a l  a f f a i r .  Yet i t  t e l l s  u s  something 
about t h e  smal l - sca le  c o n f l i c t s  of t h e  t ime: t h e  prominence of t h e  pub, 
t h e  importance t o  workmen of ceremonies such a s  t h e  f u n e r a l  (not t o  men- 
t i o n  t h e  c o l l e c t i v e  d r ink ing  which s o  r e g u l a r l y  followed t h e  ceremonies),  
t h e  involvement of nonprofess iona l  c i v i l i a n  f o r c e s  i n  t h e  maintenance of 
p u b l i c  o r d e r ,  and s o  on through t h e  d e t a i l s  of t h e  s t o r y .  The l i t t l e  
event  i n  Grantham g ives  u s  an impression of t h e  day-to-day content ion  
of t h e  t ime.  
Consider another  example. Three days a f t e r  t h e  bankers '  brawl,  c i t i -  
zens of t h e  f i s h i n g  towns of Chatham, Rochester and v i c i n i t y ,  i n  Kent, 
gathered i n  t h e  l a r g e  room of t h e  Sun Tavern, Chatham, t o  d i scuss  t h e  
d i s t r e s s  of t h e i r  neighbors  i n  Queenborough. The mayor and counci l  of 
Queenborough'. were en fo rc ing  an 1820 by-law s o  r i g o r o u s l y  -- " a r b i t r a r i l y , "  
s a i d  s e v e r a l  of t h e  speakers  a t  t h e  meeting -- t h a t  t h e  l o c a l  oystermen 
were out  of work and on t h e i r  way t o  s t a r v a t i o n .  Witness a f t e r  w i tnes s  
t e s t i f i e d  t o  t h e  se l f - seeking  c r u e l t y  of ~ u e e n b o r o u ~ h ' s  Mayor Greet i n  
t h i s  and o t h e r  regards .  "I speak here ,"  s a i d  Queenborough fisherman 
Edward Skey , '
Where t h e  n a t u r e  of o y s t e r  f i s h e r i e s  is  we l l  known and t h e  advantage 
of t h e i r  management f o r  t h e  common good i s  f e l t .  I a s k  you how your 
f i s h e r y  could go on i f  you had anyone over  you who had t h e  power o r  
i n c l i n a t i o n  t o  s ay  t o  you, 'You s h a l l  on ly  put  your n e t s  over i n  such 
a manner, and a t  such t imes a s  I p l e a s e ' ?  How could your commerce go 
on i f  any man was over you who would say  t o  t h e  c a p t a i n s  whose s h i p s  
f r equen t  your wa te r s ,  'You s h a l l  n o t  anchor h e r e ,  un le s s  you employ 
t h e  men I p l e a s e  t o  po in t  out  t o  you. You s h a l l  n o t  be f r e i g h t e d  
h e r e  un le s s  I permit you; on ly  such  v e s s e l s  a s  I p l e a s e  s h a l l  ca r ry  
your goods t o  town.' (Hear, hea r . )  Not only  on board we hear  t h i s ,  
bu t  on shore .  What can be done i n  a town where a man can say ,  'Your 
house is an eye-sore t o  m e ;  I w i l l  n o t  g ive  i t  a l i cence , '  and s h u t  
i t  up? Which of you would advance your c a p i t a l  t h e r e ?  (Hear.) There 
a r e  i n d i v i d u a l s  who would advance t h e i r  p r i n c i p a l  t h e r e ,  but  they  
a r e  a f r a i d .  What we seek  is n o t  c h a r i t y ,  bu t  work (Times, 24 Jan- 
uary,  1828).  
The d i scuss ion  and testimony cont inued i n  t h i s  ve in .  Considering t h e  
b i t t e r n e s s  of t h e  indictment  a g a i n s t  t h e  municipal  o f f i c e r s  of Queenborough, 
t h e  outcome was mild:  a  r e s o l u t i o n  c a l l i n g  f o r  a i d  t o  t h e  poor r e s i d e n t s  
of t h e  p a r i s h ,  and a s u b s c r i p t i o n  opened i n  t h e i r  behalf  ( s e e  a l s o  Morn- 
i n g  Chronic le  24  January ,  1828).  
The ind ignant  meeting i n  Chatham adds something t o  our  understanding 
of n ine teenth-century  B r i t i s h  content ion .  I n  t h e  1820s, an extremely 
common way of organiz ing  around a p u b l i c  concern -- probably more common, 
r e l a t i v e  t o  o t h e r  means of a c t i o n ,  than  today -- was t o  announce an open 
meeting of a l l  c i t i z e n s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  problem, t o  hear  a  s e r i e s  of 
informed speakers ,  t o  deba te  t h e  p o s s i b l e  means of a c t i o n ,  t o  pas s  a  
r e s o l u t i o n  g iv ing  t h e  sense  of t h e  meet ing,  then t o  undertake some a c t i o n  
ag reeab le  t o  most people p re sen t .  A s u b s c r i p t i o n  was only one -poss ib l e  
a c t i o n ;  o t h e r  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  included t h e  framing of a  p e t i t i o n  t o  t h e  
a ~ i t h o r i t i e s ,  t h e  sending of a  d e l e g a t i o n ,  t h e  mounting of a  new as soc ia -  
t i o n ,  t h e  i n i t i a t i o n  of a  l a w s u i t ,  and s o  on through a  whole r e p e r t o i r e  
of a c t i o n s .  I n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  ca se ,  t h e  proceedings were angry but  
decorous. The decorum d i s t i ngu i shed  t h e  meeting a t  Chatham's Sun Tavern 
from t h e  e a r l i e r  s e t - t o a t  Grantham's Crown Tavern. Other meetings ended 
up looking  more l i k e  brawls ,  e s p e c i a l l y  when a  group of opponents a r r i v e d  
t o  i n t e r r u p t  t h e  movement toward a  r e s o l u t i o n  o r  a  p e t i t i o n .  Never the less ,  
t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  t y p i c a l l y  d id  what t hey  could t o  s i l e n c e  o r  expel  t h e  
malcontents ,  and then  t o  g e t  on w i t h  t h e  main bus iness  of t h e  meeting. 
They knew t h e i r  agenda. 
Not t h a t  every angry ga the r ing  involved a  well-defined body of c i t i -  
zens o r  an agenda s e t  i n  advance. A few weeks a f t e r  t h e  Grantham and 
Chatham a f f a i r s ,  a  crowd assembled a t  Union H a l l ,  London, t o  await  t h e  
hea r ing  of some tavern-keepers who were be ing  prosecuted f o r  s e r v i n g  
d r i n k  i l l e g a l l y .  The crowd'was sympathet ic  wi th  t h e  " l icensed  v i c t u a l l e r s 1 '  
and h o s t i l e  t o  Johnson, t h e  informer who had sworn out  t h e  complaints .  
I n  f a c t ,  Johnson had f a i l e d  t o  appear a t  an e a r l i e r  hear ing  ou t  of f e a r  
"of personal  v io l ence  towards him by t h e  mob t h a t  assembled i n  f r o n t - o f  
t h e  o f f i c e  on t h a t  occasion" (Morning Chronicle  14 February, 1828). He 
was r i g h t  t o  be a f r a i d ;  t h i s  t ime when h e  a r r i v e d  l a t e ,  "apparent ly  l a -  
bouring under g r e a t  a g i t a t i o n  and a la rm;"  
He s a i d ,  t h a t  he had been shameful ly t r e a t e d  by t h e  mob. 'I was 
. : thrown down ( s a i d  he) i n t o  t h e  mud, and when down, was kicked i n  a  
most cowardly manner; my c l o t h e s  a r e  covered wi th  mire ,  and i n  - f a c t  
my l i f e  has  been placed i n  jeopardy."  Johnson added, t h a t  he had 
subsequent ly found h i s  w i tnes s ,  bu t  when he ventured t o  approach t h e  
o f f i c e ,  he  met w i t h  a  r ecep t ion ,  t h a t  was q u i t e  enough- to  d e t e r  even 
a  bolder  and s t r o n g e r  man than he  pretended t o  be,  t o  encounter  i t  
a  second t ime (Morning Chronicle ,  14  February, 1828).  
London crowds, i n  s h o r t ,  knew how t o  t a k e  d i r e c t  a c t i o n  i n  support  of t h e i r  
sympathies.  . 
Studying t h e  Contention of 1828 
The t h r e e  even t s  of e a r l y  1828 i n  Grantham, Chatham and London were 
smal l ,  and without  du rab le  consequences. Other ,  s i m i l a r  ga the r ings  d e a l t  
much more d i r e c t l y  w i th  t h e  y e a r ' s  g r e a t  i s s u e s :  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  r i g h t s  of 
Catho l i c s ,  t h e  r e p e a l  of t h e  Tes t  and Corporat ion Acts ,  t h e  reform of 
p a r i s h  government and a  s e r i e s  of o t h e r  ques t ions ;  t h e  ques t ions  no t  only 
occupied t h e  deba te s  of Parl iament  but  a l s o  brought t h e  people of B r i t a i n  
i n t o  t h e i r  t ave rns  and t h e i r  s t r e e t s  t o  make t h e i r  op in ions ,  g r ievances  
and demands known. I n  smal l  ways and l a r g e ,  t h e  ga the r ings  were an essen- 
t i a l  p a r t  of t h e  day-to-day p o l i t i c a l  p rocess  i n  Grea t  B r i t a i n .  
We a r e  s tudy ing  a  g r e a t  many such ga the r ings  i n  o rde r  t o  improve our 
understanding of t h a t  day-to-day B r i t i s h  p o l i t i c a l  p roces s ,  and t o  i nc rease  
our  comprehension of c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n  and con ten t ion  i n  gene ra l .  By means 
of t h e  c l o s e  examination of numerous i n d i v i d u a l  even t s  we hope t o  keep 
contac t  w i th  t h e  s t r i v i n g  of everyday l i f e ,  and y e t  t o  work toward t h e  
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  gene ra l  p a t t e r n s  which sum up and c o n s t r a i n  t h e  
everyday s t r i v i n g .  
Some s imple  t h i n g s  a r e  worth knowing. Which, f o r  example, is more 
common: t h e  s o r t  of workmen's vengeance which occurred  i n  Grantham, t h e  
s o r t  of decorous meeting which occurred i n  Chatham, o r  t h e  s o r t  of mob- 
bing of an unpopular f i g u r e  which occurred i n  London? I n  what o t h e r  ways 
d id  t h e  Engl i sh ,  Welsh and Scots  commonly ge t  t o g e t h e r  t o  vo ice  t h e i r  
d i scon ten t  -- o r ,  f o r  t h a t  m a t t e r ,  t h e i r  support  f o r  one cause o r  another?  
How d id  Engl i sh ,  Welsh and Scots  d i f f e r  i n  t hose  r ega rds?  
Behind t h e s e  s imple  ques t ions  l i e  more complex ones: How d i d  an 
aggrieved group ' s  prev ious  experience wi th  t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  a f f e c t  which 
course of a c t i o n  they  took? What d i s t i ngu i shed  v i o l e n t  ga the r ings  from 
nonvio len t  ones? How r e s t r i c t e d  and s tandard ized  were t h e  means t h a t  any 
p a r t i c u a l r  group adopted when they  had an i n t e r e s t  t o  pursue,  and how d i d  
t h a t  vary  from one t y p e  of group t o  another?  These ques t ions ,  c l e a r l y  
enough, c a r r y  u s  over  i n t o  q u e r i e s  about  t h e  B r i t i s h  p o l i t i c a l  p rocess  
i n  gene ra l ,  and from t h e r e  i n t o  r e f l e c t i o n s  on t h e  ope ra t ion  of c o n f l i c t ,  
r e p r e s s i o n  and c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n  i n  any t ime and p l ace .  The s tudy of 
t h e s e  con ten t ious  ga the r ings  is simply a s p e c i a l  ca se  of t h e  s tudy  of 
conten t ion  as a whole. 
Following t h e s e  dua l  concerns -- w i t h  n ine teenth-century  B r i t a i n  
and wi th  content ion  i n  genera l  -- we a r e  under tak ing  t h e  uniform enumera- 
t i o n ,  d e s c r i p t i o n  and a n a l y s i s  of a  ve ry  l a r g e  s e r i e s  of con ten t ious  
ga the r ings  which took p l a c e  from 1828 through 1834. A "content ious  gather-  
ing ,"  i n  t h e  f i n i c k y  d e f i n i t i o n  adopted f o r  t h i s  purpose, i s  any occasion 
on which t e n  o r  more persons o u t s i d e  t h e  government ga ther  i n  t h e  same 
p l a c e  and make a  v i s i b l e  c la im which, i f  r e a l i z e d ,  would a f f e c t  t h e  in-  
t e r e s t s  of some s p e c i f i c  person(s )  o r  group(s)  o u t s i d e  t h e i r  own number. 
The con ten t ious  ga the r ings  i n  t h e  sample a r e  a l l  events  meeting t h e  d e f i -  
n i t i o n  which: 
a.  occurred i n  England, Kales  o r  Scot land;  
b. began on some day from 1 January ,  1828 through 31  December, 1834; 
c .  were mentioned i n  one of t h e  fo l lowing  s i x  p e r i o d i c a l s :  The 
Morning Chronicle ,  t h e  Times, t h e  Annual Reg i s t e r ,  Gentleman's 
Magazine, t h e  Mirror  of Par l iament  o r  Hansard 's  Parl iamentary 
Debates. 
When t h e  s e t  i s  f i n a l l y  complete, i t  w i l l  probably inc lude  about 20,000 
such even t s ,  d i s t r i b u t e d  q u i t e  unevenly over  t h e  seven yea r s ;  no doubt more 
than  10,000 of t h e  events  w i l l  t u r n  up i n  t h e  two tu rbu len t  yea r s  of 1830 
and 1831 a lone .  By c o n t r a s t ,  1828 was ( a s  we s h a l l  s ee )  a  calm yea r ,  
y i e l d i n g  only  a  few hundred even t s  which meet our  c r i t e r i a  f o r  conten t ious  
ga the r ings .  (Much more d e t a i l  on d e f i n i t i o n s  and procedures  appears  i n  
T i l l y  & Schweitzer 1977).  
To manage t h e  evidence concerning t h e s e  many even t s  and t h e i r  B r i t i s h  
con tex t ,  we a r e  c r e a t i n g  a  computer-based system f o r  t h e  e n t r y ,  a n a l y s i s  
and r e t r i e v a l  of da ta .  I n  essence ,  we apply  a  s tandard  ques t ionna i r e  
t o  each con ten t ious  ga the r ing ,  p l ace  t h e  r e p l i e s  t o  t h e  ques t ionna i r e  
i n  t h e  computer, then i n s t r u c t  t h e  machine t o  regroup and summarize t h e  
observa t ions  ( p l u s  complementary informat ion  about t h e  s e t t i n g s  i n  which 
t h e  events  took p lace)  i n  accordance w i t h  t h e  major ques t ions  we a r e  cur- 
r e n t l y  pursuing. Some of t h e  computer-based procedures  a r e  unconvent ional  
i n  t h i s  s o r t  of r e sea rch .  For one t h i n g ,  i n s t ead  of coding t h e  information 
about t h e  events  numer ica l ly  (e .g . ,  f o r  l o c a l i t y :  01 = London, 02 = Man- 
c h e s t e r ,  e t c . )  we a r e  record ing  t h e  key words themselves i n  a  s i m p l i f i e d  
and s tandard ized  format.  For each f i e l d  of d a t a ,  w e  then  cons t ruc t  a  
d i c t i o n a r y  conta in ing  a l l  t h e  pe rmis s ib l e  words. The d i c t i o n a r y  se rves  
f o r  searches  of t h e  d a t a  f i l e ,  f o r  machine-based coding and recoding,  and 
f o r  va r ious  forms of q u a l i t y  c o n t r o l .  
Again, i n s t e a d  of hand-coding, keypunching and producing ca rds  o r  
t a p e ,  w e  a r e  e n t e r i n g  our  responses t o  t h e  ques t ionna i r e  d i r e c t l y  i n t o  
d i s k  s t o r a g e  v i a  a  cathode-ray t e rmina l  i n  which t h e  coder works a t  a  
keyboard, u s ing  a  d i s p l a y  sc reen  showing an abbrevia ted  form of t h e  
ques t ionna i r e ,  r e l e v a n t  supplementary informat ion ,  and t h e  code r ' s  own 
responses.  F i n a l l y ,  t h e  computer system w i l l  even tua l ly  make i t  p o s s i b l e  
t o  prepare  maps and o t h e r  g raph ic  d i s p l a y s  d i r e c t l y  from t h e  d i s k  f i l e .  
A s  we w r i t e ,  however, we a r e  f a r  from having t h e  f u l l  system i n  opera t ion .  
P a r t s  of i t  a r e  running on an exper imenta l  b a s i s ,  and t h e  r e s u l t s  of t h e  
experiments a r e  promising. But t h e  summaries and t a b u l a t i o n s  repor ted  
l a t e r  i n  t h i s  paper come from hand s imu la t ions  of t h e  computer-based - - ' : o  
procedure. 
The C o l l e c t i v e  Biography of Content ious Gatherings 
The s tudy  a s  a  whole f a l l s  i n t o  t h e  t r a d i t i o n  of c o l l e c t i v e  biography, 
even though t h e  u n i t s  be ing  s tud ied  a r e  even t s  r a t h e r  than t h e  more usua l  
persons o r  groups. I n  i t s  s imples t  t e r m s ,  c o l l e c t i v e  biography c o n s i s t s  
of assembling uniform d e s c r i p t i o n s  of t h e  exper iences  of many i n d i v i d u a l s  
i n  o rde r  t o  d e t e c t  bo th . aggrega te  p a t t e r n s  and major v a r i a t i o n s  i n  exper- 
ience.  I n  h i s t o r i c a l  demography, f o r  example, i n v e s t i g a t o r s  t r a n s c r i b e  
records  of i n d i v i d u a l  b i r t h s ,  dea ths  and marr iages ,  then  aggrega te  them 
i n t o  c o l l e c t i v e  r a t e s  of f e r t i l i t y ,  m o r t a l i t y  and n u p t i a l i t y ,  i n t o  sum- 
maries  of l i f e  expectancy, o r  i n t o  group d i f f e r e n t i a l s  i n  t h e s e  r e s p e c t s .  
I n  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  s tudy  of c l a s s  s t r u c t u r e  and s o c i a l  mob i l i t y ,  i n v e s t i -  
g a t o r s  go from i n d i v i u d a l  e n t r i e s  i n  censuses ,  t a x  r o l l s  o r  c i t y  d i r e c t o r i e s  
t o  gene ra l  p o r t r a y a l s  of t h e  frequency of upward o r  downward m o b i l i t y ,  
of e t h n i c  d i f f e r e n t i a l s  i n  weal th ,  occupat ion o r  r e s idence ,  and t h e  l i k e .  
One of t h e  a t t r a c t i v e  f e a t u r e s  of c o l l e c t i v e  biography a s  an h i s t o r i c a l  
approach i s  t h a t  i t  provides  a  middle ground between t h e  t e l l i n g  (but  
poss ib ly  un rep resen ta t ive )  p a r t i c u l a r  ca se  and t h e  weighty (but  r a t h e r  
a b s t r a c t )  o v e r a l l  average.  B e t t e r ,  c o l l e c t i v e  biography provides  a  b r idge  
between t h e  two: one can keep t h e  r i c h n e s s  and id iosyncrasy  of t h e  in-  
d i v i d u a l  whi le  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a  c l e a r  s ense  of t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between 
t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  and t h e  whole. 
C o l l e c t i v e  b iographers  have d e a l t  much l e s s  f r e q u e n t l y  w i t h  events  
and p o l i t i c a l  p roces ses - than  wi th  i n d i v i d u a l  persons and demographic pro- 
cesses .  Never the less ,  t h e r e  a r e  some f i n e  r ecen t  models f o r  s t u d e n t s  of 
p o l i t i c s .  One of t h e  b e s t ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  i s  Michel le  P e r r o t ' s  - Les o u v r i e r s  
en grsve ;  t h e  book o f f e r s  a  c o l l e c t i v e  p o r t r a i t  of t h e  roughly 3,000 s t r i k e s  -- 
which took p l ace  i n  France from 1870 t o  1890. It uses  i ts  c o r r e l a t i o n s  
and t a b u l a t i o n s  a s  t h e  s t a r t i ng -po in t  of a  f a s c i n a t i n g  exp lo ra t ion  of 
p a r t i c u l a r  c o n f l i c t s ,  major i s s u e s  between employers and workers,  t h e  
processes  by which s t r i k e s  developed, and working-class l i f e  i n  genera l .  
The con ten t ious  ga the r ings  of Great B r i t a i n  should l end  themselves t o  
t h e  same combination of  r i go rous  a n a l y s i s  and q u a l i t a t i v e  r econs t ruc t ion .  
Ce r t a in ly  t h e  per iod  from 1828 t o  1834 is  a s  promising a  seven-year 
span a s  we a r e  l i k e l y  t o  f i n d  i n  n ine teenth-century  B r i t a i n .  1828 does 
n o t  g ive  us  a  ve ry  c l e a r  p i c t u r e  of what came l a t e r ,  f o r  i t  w a s  a  r e l a t i v e l y  
calm year .  Never the less ,  t h e  i s s u e s  of  t h a t  y e a r ' s  con ten t ious  ga the r ings  -- 
r e l i g i o u s  l i b e r t y ,  p a r i s h  government, t h e  r i g h t s  of workers,  and o t h e r s  -- 
c a r r i e d  over  i n t o  t h e  fo l lowing  per iod .  Between 1828 and 1834 came t h e  
g r e a t  s t r u g g l e  over  Parl iamentary Reform, t h e  widespread 1830 u p r i s i n g  of 
a g r i c u l t u r a l  workers (sometimes known as t h e  Swing Rebel l ion ,  f o r  t h e  
myth ica l  avenger Captain Swing), t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  of t h e  1834 Poor Law, and 
o t h e r  d e c i s i v e  c o n f l i c t s .  The per iod  provides  an excep t iona l  oppor tuni ty  t o  
cons ider  t h e  connec t ions ,  i f  any, between t h e  smal l - sca le ,  o s t e n s i b l y  
t r i v i a l  and u n p o l i t i c a l  conten t ion  exemplif ied by our  ga the r ings  i n  
Grantham, Chatham and London, and t h e  Great  Events which f i g u r e  i n  any 
account of n ine teenth-century  B r i t a i n .  By t h e  same token,  i t  o f f e r s  a  
sp lendid  oppor tun i ty  t o  eva lua t e  -- and t o  r e fo rmula t e  -- genera l  argu- 
ments concern t h e  c h a r a c t e r  of con ten t ion ,  r e p r e s s i o n  and power. 
We hope, t hen ,  t o  desc r ibe  t h e  con ten t ious  ga the r ings  of 1828 t o  
1834, t o  t r a c e  ou t  t h e i r  connect ions w i t h  t h e  B r i t i s h  context  of t h e  
t i m e ,  t o  cons ider  t h e i r  imp l i ca t ions  f o r  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  of n ine teenth-  
century  p o l i t i c s  i n  ~ r i t a i n  a s  a  whole, and tb use  them a s  a prism f o r  
t h e  examination of genera l  models of p o l i t i c a l  p rocesses .  Other papers  
i n  t h i s  s e r i e s  d e a l  w i th  t h e  immediate B r i t i s h  con tex t ,  wi th  n ine teenth-  
century  p o l i t i c s ,  and wi th  gene ra l  models. The purpose of t h i s  paper ,  how- 
eve r ,  i s  much more modest. It is  simply t o  begin t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  
even t s  themselves.  It o f f e r s  a  p re l imina ry  enumeration of t h e  1828's  con- 
t e n t i o u s  ga the r ings ,  p rovides  some e q u a l l y  pre l iminary  information on t h e  
r e l i a b i l i t y  of t h a t  enumeration, b u i l d s  up some crude c ros s - t abu la t ions  
of c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of t h e  even t s ,  and i d e n t i f i e s  some problems f o r  f u r t h e r  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  
B r i t a i n  i n  1828 
I n  1828, Great B r i t a i n  was a  n a t i o n  (some would say  t h r e e  n a t i o n s ,  
o r  more) of 16  m i l l i o n  people.  The number was growing f a s t :  up from 10.5 
m i l l i o n  i n  1801, on i t s  way t o  20.8 m i l l i o n  i n  1851. Of 1831's  t o t a l  of 
16 .3  m i l l i o n ,  Wales had some 800 thousand people ,  Scot land about 2.4 m i l -  
l i o n  and England t h e  l i o n ' s  sha re :  1 3 . 1  m i l l i o n .  Those people were al- 
ready d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y  concent ra ted  i n  t h e  London reg ion  and i n  t h e  in -  
d u s t r i a l  a r e a s  of Lancashire ,  Yorkshi re  and Scot land.  We say "already" be- 
cause a s  of 1828 t h e  g r e a t  n ine teenth-century  movement of u rban - indus t r i a l  
concen t r a t ion  s t i l l  had f a r  t o  go. I n  1801, about one person i n  s i x  (16.5 
percent )  had l i v e d  i n  a  c i t y  of 20,000 o r  more; i n  1831, t h e  f i g u r e  was one 
i n  fou r  (24.6 p e r c e n t ) ,  i n  1851, one i n  t h r e e  (34.0 pe rcen t ) .  A s  of 1828, 
t hen ,  more than  t h r e e  q u a r t e r s  of t h e  popula t ion  of Great B r i t a i n  l i v e d  i n  
t h e  count rys ide  o r  i n  smal le r  towns. A t  t h a t  p o i n t  i n  t ime,  B r i t a i n ' s  fam- 
i l i e s  s p l i t  about evenly among t h r e e  broad economic ca t egor i e s :  1) a g r i c u l t u r e ,  
2) t r a d e  and manufacturing, 3) s e r v i c e s ; . a t  t h e  census o f - l 8 3 l ' t h e -  f i g u r e s  were 
a  m i l l i o n  f a m i l i e s  i n  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  1 .4  m i l l i o n  i n  t r a d e ,  manufactures and 
h a n d i c r a f t ,  another  m i l l i o n  i n  "o ther  i n d u s t r i e s , "  which were c h i e f l y  s e r -  
v i c e s .  The a g r i c u l t u r a l  s e c t o r  was l e v e l i n g  o f f  whi le  t h e  manufacturing 
and s e r v i c e  s e c t o r s  were growing r a p i d l y .  By t h e  s t a n d a r d s  of t h e  t ime,  
Great B r i t a i n  was t h e  wor ld ' s  l ead ing  example of  u rban iza t ion  and indus- 
t r i a l i z a t i o n .  
This  fast-changing country w a s  much d iv ided  by c l a s s ,  reg ion  and 
f a i t h .  E.P. Thompson's The Making of t h e  Engl i sh  Working Class  p o r t r a y s  
a d i v i s i o n  between workers and a u t h o r i t i e s  which, i n  1828, was growing ever  
wider and deeper.  Even i f  we exclude t u r b u l e n t  I r e l a n d  ( a  d i f f i c u l t  t h i n g  
t o  do i n  t h e  Great B r i t a i n  of t h e  1 8 2 0 ~ ) ~  t h e  e x t e n t  of c leavage by r e -  
gion and tongue was remarkable f o r  s o  smal l  a  space.  The r e g i o n a l  and 
l i n g u i s t i c  s eg rega t ion  of Great B r i t a i n ,  fur thermore ,  overlapped t o  some 
ex ten t  wi th  i ts seg rega t ion  by r e l i g i o n .  Large communities of Anglicans,  
D i s sen te r s  and Ca tho l i c s  confronted each o t h e r  i n  t h e  presence of many 
sma l l e r  r e l i g i o u s  groupings.  B r i t a i n  fragmented i n  o t h e r  ways a s  wel l .  
A s  i t  happens, t h e  ch ief  d i v i s i o n s  which had been v i s i b l e  i n  t h e  
n a t i o n a l  p o l i t i c s  of  t h e  y e a r s  l e a d i n g  up t o  1828, a s i d e  from p a r t y  fac- 
t i o n s  w i t h i n  t h e  p r i v i l e g e d  c l a s s e s ,  followed t h e  l i n e s  of r e l i g i o n  and 
s o c i a l  c l a s s .  The " I r i s h .  Question" gained some of i t s  sharpness  from hos- 
t i l i t y  between B r i t i s h  and I r i s h  workers w i t h i n  Great  B r i t a i n ,  and acqui red  
some of i t s  immediacy from t h e  massive mob i l i za t ion  of t h e  I r i s h  i n  I r e -  
land behind such l e a d e r s  a s  Daniel  O'Connell, bu t  i n  t h e  B r i t i s h  n a t i o n a l  
p o l i t i c s  of t h e  1820s i t  p ivoted  on t h e  p o l i t i c a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  of Roman 
Cathol ics .  The p o s s i b l e  admission of Ca tho l i c s  t o  p u b l i c  o f f i c e ,  however, 
\ 
chal lenged a  s t r u c t u r e  which l e g a l l y  excluded n o t  on ly  Ca tho l i c s  but  Pro t -  
e s t a n t  D i s sen te r s ,  Jews,.  and o t h e r  f a i t h s .  (That t h e  l e g a l  p r i n c i p l e  had 
f r equen t ly  been compromised.by -- ad hoc l e g i s l a t i o n  and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  a r -  
rangement d id  no t  d iminish  i ts  s a l i e n c e  i n  t h e  p o l i t i c s  of t h e  t ime.) A t  
t h e  same t ime,  workers were p r e s s i n g  f o r  t h e  r i g h t  t o  organize  around 
work-related i s s u e s ,  and t o  e x e r t  p o l i t i c a l  p r e s s u r e ,  a s  vary ing  c o a l i t i o n s  
of middle-class  re formers  and a r t i s a n s  a g i t a t e d  t o  broaden t h e  s u f f r a g e ,  
reform Par l iament ,  and in t roduce  g r e a t e r ' p o p u l a r  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  i n t o  o t h e r  
l e v e l s  of government. (.For more d e t a i l . o n  t h e s e  and o t h e r  i s s u e s  of t h e  
1820s,  see t h e  t h r e e  B r i e f i n g  Pape r s  prepared f o r  t h i s  s e r i e s  by Michael 
Pearlman. ) 
A s  t h e  year  1828 opened, t h e  Duke of Well ington became Prime Minis- 
t e r .  During t h e  y e a r ,  Wellington was preoccupied wi th  B r i t i s h  r u l e  i n  
I r e l a n d ,  bu t  had p l e n t y  of p o l i t i c a l  b u s i n e s s . a t  home. I n  Par l iament ,  
Well ington,  a Tory, faced a  formidable Whig oppos i t ion .  The oppos i t ion  
w a s  l o o s e l y  a l l i e d  wi th  s e v e r a l  of t h e  day ' s  popular  movements. In  par- 
t i c u l a r ,  t h e  Duke h a d ' t o  f a c e  demands -- i n s i d e  and o u t s i d e  of Parl iament  -- 
f o r  Ca tho l i c  Emancipation, f o r  r e p e a l  of t h e  Tes t  and Corporat ion Acts ,  and 
a f o r  reform of p a r i s h  government. Otherwise s t a t e d :  t h e  r i g h t  of Cathol ics  
t o  hold o f f i c e ,  t h e - r i g h t  of P r o t e s t a n t  D i s s e n t e r s  t o  hold o f f i c e ,  t h e  
r i g h t  of t h e  gene ra l  popula t ion  of a  p a r i s h  t o  govern i t s  a f f a i r s .  Much 
of t h e  y e a r ' s  Par l iamentary  maneuvering cons i s t ed  of Well ington 's  f e i n t s ,  
j a b s  and t imely  r e t r e a t s  on t h e s e  and r e l a t e d  i s s u e s .  The same s e t  of 
i s s u e s ,  a s  we s h a l l  s ee , - r ecu r red  i n  the  pub l i c  d i scuss ion  and popular po-. 
l i t i c a l  a c t i o n  of t h e  t ime. I n  f a c t ,  t h e r e ' w a s  a  s u r p r i s i n g  correspondence 
between t h e  gene ra l  themes.of popular conten t ion  and of conten t ion  i n  Par- 
l i ament .  
True,  some of t h a t  apparent  correspondence could be the r e s u l t  of our  
sou rces  and methods. We a r e  drawing informat ion  concerning popular conten- 
t i o n  from ga the r ings  i n  t h e  course  of which people'made v i s i b l e  c la ims ,  a s  
r epo r t ed  i n  n a t i o n a l  p e r i o d i c a l s .  The,emphasis on ga the r ings  above a  cer -  
t a i n  s i z e - c o u l d  over represent  conten t ion  which had some e x p l i c i t  p o l i t i c a l  
r e l evance ,  both because meeting d e l i b e r a t e l y  was a  way o f ' e x e r t i n g  p o l i t -  
i c a l  p r e s s u r e ,  and because such ga the r ings  were on t h e  whole more l i k e l y  t o  
< 
be t o l e r a t e d  by t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s ;  on t h e  o t h e r  hand, t h e  widespread use  of 
patfonage and informal  personal  networks i n  t h e  B r i t i s h  p o l i t i c s  of t h e  
1820s s u r e l y  tempered any such tendency. The emphasis on v i s i b l e  claims 
could w e l l  i n t roduce  a mild b i a s  toward i s s u e s  c u r r e n t l y  under Parliamen- 
t a r y  debate ,  simply because c la ims  which a r e  p a r t  of widely-discussed 
programs a r e  e a s i e r  f o r  u s  t o  recognize  a s  c la ims  than  those  which a r e  pe- 
c u l i a r  t o  one l o c a l i t y ,  o r  i m p l i c i t  i n  a  longs tanding  s e t  of s o c i a l  r e l a -  
t ions .  
The use  of n a t i o n a l  p e r i o d i c a l s  u l t i m a t e l y  r e l i e s  on t h e  s e n s i t i v i -  
t i e s  of r e p o r t e r s ,  e d i t o r s  and correspondents  who on t h e  average were'un- 
doubtedly respons ive  t o  n a t i o n a l  a f f a i r s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t hose  cur r -en t ly  un- 
d e r  d i scuss ion  i n  Par l iament ;  t h e  problem i s  t o  d e t e c t  t h e  e x t e n t  and 
c h a r a c t e r  of t h a t  s e l e c t i v e  responsiveness .  More g e n e r a l l y ,  indeed,  t h e  
important  t h i n g  f o r  our  purposes i s  no t  t o  have an e r r o r - f r e e  enumeration 
of con ten t ion ,  but  t o  understand and a l low f o r  t h e  e x i s t i n g  p a t t e r n  of 
b i a s  i n  our  enumeration. To t h a t  end, w e  a r e  undertaking ex tens ive  com- 
p a r i s o n s  between t h e  evidence which comes from our  s i x  p e r i o d i c a l s  and t h e  
evidence t o  be found i n  o t h e r  p e r i o d i c a l s  which presumably have d i f f e r e n t  
b i a s e s  ( f o r  example, t h e  Lancas te r  Gaze t te ,  t h e  Scotsman, and l abo r  news- 
pape r s ) ,  i n  B r i t i s h  a r ch ives  (no tab ly  t h e  Home O f f i c e  Papers  a t  t h e  Pub l i c  , - 
Record Of f i ce )  and in ,  t h e  books, a r t i c l e s  and..documents o t h e r  h i s t o r i a n s  
have publ ished concerning t h a t  per iod  of B r i t i s h  h i s t o r y .  
-- 
I - _  -- 
- 
some pre l iminary  Q u a l i t y  c o n t r o l s  
I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  d e t a i l s  on i n d i v i d u a l  con ten t ious  ga the r ings ,  t h e  ap- 
pendices .  t o  t h i s  paper con ta in  pre l iminary  informat ion  on t h e  q u a l i t y  of 
our  d a t a .  Appendix 3 r e p o r t s  s e v e r a l  e f f o r t s  t o  examine t h e  process  by 
which we enumerate events .  F i r s t ,  t h e  amount of s ea rch  requi red  t o  iden- 
t i f y  t h e  average  event .  I n  our  wide i n i t i a l  s ea rch  of t h e  Morning Chronic le  
and t h e  Times f o r  1828, we a b s t r a c t e d  2,765 d i f f e r e n t  accounts  conta in ing  
p o s s i b l e  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  con ten t ious  ga the r ings .  S ince  t h e  papers  appeared 
six d a y s  per  week i n  1828, t h a t  was about.  8 .9 mentions per  day, about 4 .5 
mentions per  newspaper i s sue .  O f  t h e  2,765 accounts ,  c l o s e r  sc reening  and 
c o l l a t i o n  w i t h  o t h e r  accounts  i nd ica t ed  t h a t  855 r e f e r r e d  t o  ga the r ings  meet- 
i n g  our  c r i t e r i a .  The 855 mentions concerned 348 d i f f e r . e n t  events ,  f o r  
about  2.5 mentions per  event.  Thus i n  t h o s e  two newspapers: 
11 o r  12  days ' reading produced about  100 mentions of p o s s i b l e  con- 
t e n t i o u s  ga the r ings ;  
of t h o s e  100  p o s s i b i l i t i e s ,  about  30 turned o u t  t o  : re fer  t o  even t s  
meeting our  c r i t e r i a  ; 
t hose  30 r e p o r t s  concerned 12  o r  1 3  s e p a r a t e  even t s ;  
as a r u l e  of thumb, we might t h e r e f o r e  expect  t o  l o c a t e  one qua l i fy - .  
ing  event  f o r  every e i g h t  a b s t r a c t s  made. 
We do no t  y e t  have p a r a l l e l  r e s u l t s  f o r  t h e  o t h e r  f o u r .  sources  (Mirror of 
Par l iament ,  Hansard ' s Parl iamentary Debates,  Gentleman ' s. Magazine, Annual 
R e g i s t e r ) ,  bu t  t h e  o r d e r s  of magnitude appear t o  be  similar. 
For t h e  411 con ten t ious  g a t h e r i n g s  mentioned i n  our  six sources  f o r  
1828, we f i n d  t h a t  we a r e  r e l y i n g  on a s i n g l e  mention , in j u s t  over ha l f  t h e  
ca ses :  209 o u t  of 411. I n  another  93 c a s e s  we have two r e p o r t s  of t h e  same 
event ;  t h e  t y p i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  i s  t o  have s e p a r a t e  accounts  of t h e  conten- 
t i o u s  ga the r ings  appear  i n  two d i f f e r e n t  p e r i o d i c a l s .  I n  only  110 of t h e  
411 i n s t a n c e s  do we have t h r e e  o r  more s e p a r a t e  mentions of t h e  same event .  
Never the less ,  a few con ten t ious  g a t h e r i n g s  r e c e i v e  a g r e a t . d e a 1  of a t t e n -  
t i o n .  The champion f o r  1828 is  a mass meeting i n  Kent on t h e  s u b j e c t  of 
Ca tho l i c  Emancipation: 90 d i f f e r e n t  a r t i c l e s  mentioned t h a t  meeting. Each 
extreme produces i ts  own problems. I n  t h e  c a s e  of t h e  single-mention 
even t s ,  t h e r e  is a need t o  check t h e  n a r r a t i v e s  a g a i n s t  sources  o u t s i d e  
our  s tandard  s e t  of six. The multiple-mention even t s ,  on t h e  o t h e r  hand, 
r e q u i r e  a good d e a l  of c o l l a t i n g ,  and sometimes t h e  r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  of con- 
f l i c t i n g  r e p o r t s .  
Another compilat ion i n  Appendix 3 sugges t s  how long a period i t  i s  
necessary  t o  survey i n  o rde r  t o  i d e n t i f y  a l l  t h e  con ten t ious  ga the r ings  
which occurred on any p a r t i c u l a r  d a t e .  For a set of precisely-dated events  
r epo r t ed  i n  t h e  Times and Morning Chronic le ,  advance warnings ( e s p e c i a l l y  
i n  t h e  form of meeting announcements) appeared up t o  29 days be fo re  t h e  
ga the r ing  i t s e l f  occurred;  14  percent  of our  mentions were advance n o t i c e s .  
Because of t r i a l s ,  par l iamentary  d e b a t e s  and t h e  l i k e ,  mentions continued 
long a f t e r  t h e  more v i s i b l e  con ten t ious  ga the r ings  occurred;  some e i g h t  per- 
c e n t  of a l l  mentions appeared more than  a month a f t e r  t h e  events  i n  ques- 
t i o n .  The compilat ion sugges ts  t h a t  i n  o rde r  t o  i d e n t i f y  95 percent  of 
t h e  r e f e r e n c e s  : to even t s  o n  any p a r t i c u l a r  d a t e  i t  i s  necessary  t o  survey 
fou r  months: one month be fo re  a n d . t h r e e  months a f t e r  t h e  d a t e  i n  ques t ion .  
With Hansard and Mirror  - of Par l iament ,  t h e  per iod  i s  s u b s t a n t i a l 1 y . g r e a t e r  
than  t h a t .  
The f i n a l  ana lyses  of t h e  enumeration p roces s  repor ted  i n  Appendix 3 
compare t h e  sources  w i th  each o t h e r  and wi th  sou rces  o u t s i d e  t h e  s tandard  
s e t  of six. They r e v e a l  a s o r t  of r ank  o rde r  of i n d i s p e n s a b i l i t y :  t h e  
Morning Chronicle  i d e n t i f i e s  104 even t s  n o t  mentioned i n  any of t h e  o t h e r  
f i v e  sources ;  t h e  Times 99 such even t s  and Mirror  - of Parl iament  49. - Han- 
s a r d ,  Gentleman's and t h e  Annual R e g i s t e r ,  by c o n t r a s t ,  d id  n o t  mention a 
s i n g l e  event  no t  a l s o  mentioned by another  . source .  This  does  n o t  necessar -  
i l y  mean t h a t  t h e  r ead ing  of Gentleman's, Hansard o r  t h e  Annual Reg i s t e r  is  
was t e fu l ,  however.; t h e s e  - o t h e r  sources  sometimes prov2de important  d e t a i l s  
and i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  concerning t h e  con ten t ious  ga the r ings .  There i s  some 
v a r i a t i o n  i n  t h e  typ.e of event  r epo r t ed  by one- source  .or another ;  Mirror  - of 
Parliament., f o r  example,. y i e l d s  p r a c t i c a l l y  no v i o l e n t '  even t s ,  bu t  i s  r i c h  
i n  pre-planned meetings. 
For our : f i r s t  r i g o r o u s  comparisons w i t h ' o u t s i d e  sources ,  we conducted 
a p a r a l l e l  reading  of a n  important  r e g i o n a l  newspaper (The -Lancaster  - Ga- , 
z e t t e )  and an  i n f l u e n t i a l  newspaper of p o l i t i c a l  commentary (Cobbet t ' s  Po- 
l i t i c a l  R e g i s t e r ) .  The Gazet te  mentioned only  t e n  even t s  which were n o t  
a l r e a d y  i n  our  f i l e ;  they  w e r e ,  a s  expected,  heav i ly  concent ra ted  i n  and 
nea r  Lancashire.  The P o l i t i c a l  Reg i s t e r  turned o u t  t o  have very  few men- 
t i o n s  of con ten t ious  ga the r ings  of any kind:  on ly  s i x t e e n  f o r  t h e  e n t i r e  
yea r ,  and only  f o u r  of them ( a l l  meet ings,  and s c a t t e r e d  from Liverpool  t o  
London) which our  six b a s i c  sources  had n o t  a l r e a d y  i d e n t i f i e d .  Although 
we in tend  t o  cont inue  wi th  s i m i l a r  comparisons (not  l e a s t  w i th  S c o t t i s h  
and Welsh sources ,  and wi th  t h e  correspondence of t h e  Home O f f i c e ) ,  we 
f i n d  t h e  pre l iminary  r e s u l t s  encouraging. They suggest  t h a t  our  s i x  
sources  a r e  more comprehensive than any l i k e l y  compet i tors ,  and t h a t  t h e i r  
s e l e c t i v i t y  i s  n o t  so  g r e a t  a s  t o  block t h e  s o r t s  of r e g i o n a l  and temporal 
comparisons we have i n  mind. 
Appendix 5 r e p o r t s  some f i r s t  r e s u l t s  concerning t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  of 
t h e  coding process .  It g i v e s  t h e  outcome of a code/recode comparison of 
55 events  i n  t h e  1828 sample. I n  t h i s  f i r s t  round of coding,  3 . 3  percent  
of t h e  judgments made were d e f i n i t e  e r r o r s :  i n c o r r e c t  d a t e s ,  wrong l o c a l -  
i t i e s ,  and so  on. Another 4.5 percent  were u n r e l i a b l e  i n  t h e  sense  t h a t  
two i n s t r u c t e d  coders  produced d i f f e r e n t  judgments. I n  some of t h e s e  cases ,  
bo th  judgments were a c t u a l l y  accep tab le :  t h e  u s e  of s l i g h t l y  d i f f e r e n t  
words t o  d e s c r i b e  t h e  same a c t i o n ,  f o r  example. I n  t h e  most p e s s i m i s t i c  
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  then ,  t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  of t h i s  pre l iminary  coding e f f o r t  
w a s  : 
100.0 - (3.3 + 4.5)  = 92.2 percent .  
That f i g u r e  is  lower than  we are w i l l i n g  t o  accept  i n  t h e  long run.  We 
b e l i e v e  it p o s s i b l e  t o  r a i s e  t h a t  s c o r e  we l l  above 95 pe rcen t ,  v i a  a  com- 
b i n a t i o n  o f :  
1. c l a r i f i c a t i o n  of our  bas i c  i n s t r u c t i o n s  and procedures;  
2. s tandard ized  t r a i n i n g ;  
3 .  cont inuous  c o n s u l t a t i o n  wi th  coders ;  
4. machine-based automatic  prompting, consis tency-checking and 
eva lua t ion  of coding r e s u l t s .  ' 
I n  f a c t  ( a s  t h e  d a t a  on recoding . i n  Appendix 5 i n d i c a t e )  our  more experi-  
enced coders  now have e r r o r  r a t e s  running from 0 .5  t o  3 . 8  percent .  We be- 
l i e v e  in te r -coder  agreements a r e  r i s i n g  as wel l .  
More q u a l i t y  c o n t r o l s  a r e  t o  come. So f a r  a s . t h e  i n i t i a l  enumeration 
of events  is  concerned, we p lan  f u r t h e r  comparisons w i t h  p e r i o d i c a l s  whose 
s e l e c t i v i t y  is  presumably d i f f e r e n t  from those  we have examined so  f a r :  
newspapers from o t h e r  r eg ions ,  l abo r  p e r i o d i c a l s ,  and so on. We a r e  making 
comparisons between t h e  even t s  i n  ou r  samples and t h o s e  mentioned i n  t h e  
papers  of t h e  Home O f f i c e  and of t h e  Metropol i tan  P o l i c e .  I n  a  few cases  
we w i l l  even tua l ly  be  a b l e  t o  compare our  enumerations w i t h  t h o s e  of o t h e r  
s c h o l a r s  whose concerns ove r l ap  our  own; t h e  ou t s t and ing  example i s  t h e  
a n a l y s i s  of t h e  1830 a g r a r i a n  c o n f l i c t s  ( t h e  so-ca l led  Swing Rebel l ion)  by 
E . J .  Hobsbawm and George Rude. A c u r r e n t  comparison between meetings i n  
our  sample which produced p e t i t i o n s  and t h e  p e t i t i o n s  meet ings i d e n t i f i e d  
i n  t h e  par l iamentary  -- Votes and Proceedings is  provid ing  a d d i t i o n a l  informa- 
t i o n  on t h e  s e l e c t i v i t y  of our s i x  sou rces ;  i t  could poss ib ly  lead  t o  adop- 
t i o n  of -- Votes and Proceedings a s  a  seventh  source.  And, of course ,  we a r e  
cont inuing  t h e  r o u t i n e  comparisons among t h e  s i x  sou rces  and between them 
and o t h e r  sou rces  beyond t h e  year  1828. 
Wi th . regard '  t o  coding r e l i a b i l i t y ,  we a r e  con t inu ing  along t h e  pa th  
of q u a l i t y  c o n t r o l  t h a t  w e  have a l r e a d y  begun. We a r e  a t t e m p t i n g . t o  auto- 
mate a s i g n i f i c a n t  p a r t  of our  r e l - i a b i l i t y - c h e c k i n g  by such dev ices  a s  t h e  
automatic  comparison of m u l t i p l e  codings of t h e  same event ,  t h e  ope ra t ion  
of a  d i s k  f i l e  f o r  t h e  cont inuous moni tor ing  of our  code r s '  performance, 
and t h e . b u i l d i n g  of ex t ens ive  cons i s t ency  c h e c k s ' i n t o  t h e  r o u t i n e  of coder- 
machine i n t e r a c t i o n .  W e  hope, f i n a l l y ,  t o  u s e  t h e  g r e a t  f l e x i b i l i t y  of our  
machine-stored d i c t i o n a r i e s  t o  i d e n t i f y  a l t e r n a t e  codings which a r e  essen- 
t i a 1 . l ~  in te rchangeable ,  and t o  e s t ima te  t h e  e f f e c t s  of v a r i o u s  types  of un- 
r e l i a b i l i t y  o n ' o u r  ana lyses  of t h e  evidence.  
That l e a d s  u s  t o  t h e  i s s u e  of v a l i d i t y .  It is  p o s s i b l e  t o  have enu- 
mera t ion  and coding procedures which a r e  h i g h l y  r e l i a b l e  ( i n  t h e  s e n s e : t h a t  
they  produce e s s e n t i a l l y  the.  same r e s u l t s  i n  t r i a l  a f t e r  t r i a l )  and y e t  t o  
have -  t h e  sou rces  o r  methods in t roduce  a  sys t ema t i c  d i s t o r t i o n  of t h e  r e a l i t y .  
Now, v a l i d i t y  is  an  inhe ren t ly  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  no t ion ;  i t  r e q u i r e s  some acces s  
t o  t h e  t r u t h .  We can neve r the l e s s  make a few s t e p s  toward t h e  v a l i d a t i o n  of 
our  evidence by comparing our  d e s c r i p t i o n  of what went on i n  some event o r  
i n  some s e t  of even t s  with:  a )  t h e  accoun t s  of p r o f e s s i o n a l  h i s t o r i a n s  of 
t h e  per iod;  b)  p o r t i o n s  of t h e  m a t e r i a l  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h o s e  p ro fe s s iona l  h i s -  
t o r i a n s .  I n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  t h e  comparisons between our  accounts  and those  one 
c a n . r e c o n s t r u c t  from t h e  papers  of t h e  Home O f f i c e  and t h e  Metropol i tan Po- 
l i c e  s e r v e  n o t  on ly  t o  check our  enumerations of even t s ,  but  a l s o  t o  v a l i -  
d a t e  t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n s  of those  even t s  o f f e r e d  by our  sources .  Eventual ly 
we expect  t o  under take  sus t a ined  s t u d i e s  of p a r t i c u l a r  groups and l o c a l i -  
t i e s ,  embracing no t  on ly  t h e  con ten t ious  ga the r ings  i n  which they  a r e  i n -  
volved,  bu t  a l s o  a wide range  of c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n .  That should make i t  
p o s s i b l e  t o  s i t u a t e  t h e  d i scon t inuous  even t s  we a r k  examining wi th in  con- 
t i nuous  h i s t o r i c a l  experiences.  . For t h e  moment, however, we a r e  concen- 
t r a t i n g  on t h e  v i s i b l e  moments of con ten t ion .  
The Events of 1828 
For now, l e t  u s  l ook  a t  t h e  even t s  o f .1828  a s  a whole. Our provis ion-  
I 
1 a 1  enumeration of t h e  year  y i e l d s  411 events .  (The enumeration i s  "provi- 
s iona l "  because: a )  i t  is  s t i l l  p o s s i b l e ,  as we have mentioned, t h a t  we w i l l  
add -- Votes and Proceedings t o  t h e  b a s i c  sources ,  and thereby  add roughly 180 
I new even t s  t o  t h e  count f o r  1828; b) s l i g h t  changes i n  d e f i n i t i o n ,  which a r e  
s t i l l  p o s s i b l e ,  tend t o  move a few c a s e s  i n t o  o r  o u t  of t h e  sample; c )  i n f o r -  
+/-, -- 
mation drawn from our  supplementary sources  occas iona l ly  r e v e a l s  t o  u s  t h a t :  -- 
- i -' 
w e  have confounded two d i s t i n c t  ga the r ings  which occurred  i n  t he  same 
p l a c e  a t  about  t he  same time o r ,  more r a r e l y ,  t h a t  two con ten t ious  
ings  w e  had enumerated s e p a r a t e l y  were a c t u a l l y  p a r t s  of t he  same event . )  
The f i n a l  enumeration w i l l  s u r e l y  be  very c l o s e  t o  t h a t  number. 
The t a b l e s  which fo l low d i s t i n g u i s h  fou r t een  types of ga ther ings :  
ONE: Conflicts of Poachers and Gameskeepers; such as when G.H. C ru tch ley ' s  
I 
game p re se rves  were f i r e d  upon by a gang of 15  poachers on t h e  n i g h t  of 
January 6. Gameskeeper Godfrey and h i s  a s s i s t a n t s  came upon the  group 
f i r i n g  a t  some b i r d s .  The poachers i n  t u r n  f i r e d  a t  t h e  keepers ,  i n j u r -  
i n g  one and s c a t t e r i n g .  some of t he  remainder.  Of those  who s tayed  t o  f i g h t ,  
one was bea ten  wi th  a gun. TWO: Fights Between Smugglers and Custom Offi- 
cers; such a s  t h e  n i g h t  of January 4 on t h e  Sussex c o a s t ,  where " the  com- 
pany" o r  l and  gang rushed upon t h e  beach t o  r e c e i v e  t h e i r  cargo of s p i r i t s  
- .. -- 
b u t  were i n t e r c e p t e d  by t h e  Coast Blockade. "A despe ra t e  f i g h t  took place."  
Four l a y  dead and many were wounded a s  t h e  Coast Blockade was repulsed  and 
t h e  smugglers made o f f  w i th  t h e i r  goods. THREE: Brawls i n  Drinking Places; 
such a s  t h e  Chris tmas day a f f r a y  i n  Portsmouth where s o l d i e r s  and s a i l o r s  
brawled i t  o u t .  One s o l d i e r  was k i l l e d ,  and s e v e r a l  s a i l o r s  were wounded. 
FOUR: Other Violent Gatherings; such as t h a t  i n  S t .  Mar t in ' s  Pa r i sh ,  London 
i n  A p r i l ,  where t h e  s e l e c t  v e s t r y  t r i e d  t o  hold a c lo sed  meet ing t o  nomi- 
n a t e  p a r i s h  o f f i c i a l s  . A number of open:-vestry men t r i e d  t o  c r a s h  t h e  meet- 
i n g  guarded by b e a d l e s  and cons t ab le s .  A "genera l  ru sh  took place,'! and 
11 sundry blows f e l l  upon t h e  heads of t h e  bes ieg ing  pa r ty . "  FIVE: Attacks 
on Blacklegs and Other Unplanned Gatherings; such a s  t h e  Kidderminster 
i n c i d e n t  where on May 17  a weaver app l i ed  f o r  work a t  a - r e d u c e d  p r i c e  
- -- -- - - - -  - 
which l e d  t o  a cons ide rab le  d i s tu rbance .  The m a g i s t r a t e  had t o  read 
t h e  r i o t  a c t  t o  c l e a r  t h e  mob- who had t r i e d  t o  s t o p  t h e  workman from 
' -  undercut t ing"  wages. . SIX: Unplanned Market Gatherings; such as t h e  
common food r i o t  where groups of market goers  s e i z e  i tems  and s e l l  them 
a t  a forced reduced rate, i . e . ,  t ak ing  bread from t h e  bake r ' s  shop and 
d i s t r i b u t i n g  i t  t o  t h e  crowd f o r  a f i x e d - p r i c e .  SEVEN: Other Unplanned 
Gatherings; such as a crowd of c i t i z e n s  i n  Dover g r e e t  w i t h  chee r s  t h e  
, bug le r s  of t h e  30th  regiment a s  they  pass  - t h rough  town. EIGHT: Author- 
ized CeZebratwns; such a s  November 1 0 t h .  Lord Mayor's Day which in-  
cluded process ions ,  speeches and t h e  Gala Dinner a t  t h e  Guild Ha l l ,  a l l  
amongst cheer ing  crowds. NINE: Delegations; such a s  t h e  gentlemen and 
merchants i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  West I n d i a n i s l a n d s  who waited upon t h e  Duke 
of Wellington, March 1 2 t h , . t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  Colonia l  Po1.icy. TEN: Parades, 
Demonstrations and Rallies; such as t h e  r a l l y  f o r  t h e  Duke of Sussex a t  
T r i n i t y  College,  Cambridge. The Senate  house was crowded and t h e  Duke was 
received wi th  loud chee r s .  ELEVEN: Strikes  and Turrwuts; such as t h e  re -  
.- 
f u s a l  of t h e  s i x t e e n  p r i s o n e r s  a t  t h e  House of Cor rec t ions  t o  work on t h e  
t r e a d m i l l .  Af t e r  o n e . r i n g l e a d e r  was f logged and o t h e r s  kept  i n  s o l i t a r y ,  
. 
they  came t o  t h e i r  s enses .  TWELVE: Fre-Planned Meetings of Named Associa- 
tions; such a s  t h e  B r i t i s h  Ca tho l i c  Assoc ia t ion  Meeting of January 22 i r i  
Bloomsbury t o  p e t i t i o n  Par l iament  f o r  Ca tho l i c  r i g h t s .  THIRTEEN: Pre- 
Planned Meetings of Public Assemblies; such a s  t h e  pre-announced meeting 
of August 2nd i n  Leeds, Yorkshire ,  r ega rd ing  t h e  wool t r a d e  where i t  .was 
d e c i d e d - t o  oppose any a d d i t i o n a l  du ty  on imports  of f o r e i g n  wool. FOURTEEN: 
Other Pre-Planned Meetings; such a s  t h e  one noted i n  a  p e t i t i o n  presented 
by M r .  C a l c r a f t  from t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  of Dorchester  i n  favor  of t h e  Cathol ic  
c la ims .  
Geographic and .Temporal D i s t r i b u t i o n  of Events 
-. - -- -- - -  - - - -_ _-  
The tabLes which fo l low regroup t h e  411 con ten t ious  ga the r ings  of 
1828 i n  s e v e r a l  d i f f e r e n t  ways,: by r eg ion ,  and by per iod .  
Eight  geographical  a r e a s  of Great B r i t a i n  have been s e l e c t e d  t o  d i s -  
p l ay  t h e  fou r t een  c a t e g o r i e s ' o f  conten t ion .  (See Table # l ,  e n t i t l e d  
"Contentious Gatherings by Type and Area, Great . B r i t a i n ,  1828.") This  
c h a r t  p r e s e n t s  a  s imple format by which one can denote ' - types  of conten t ions  
t h a t  a r e  preva len t  i n  c e r t a i n  a r e a s .  Middlesex -- which means, essen- 
t i a l l y ,  met ropol i tan  London -- i s  by f a r  t h e  l a r g e s t  area: of conten t ion;  '.: 
it. accounts  f o r  n e a r l y  43 pe l cen t  o f . . t h e .  t o t a l  evenfs  noted:- Of t h e  17.6 . I 
noted -Middlesex even t s ,  t h e  -ma jo r i t y  a r e '  meetings : c a t e g o r i e s  12-14. Wales 
--'--, and Scot land -show minimal l e v e l s -  of conten t ion , .  t o t a l i n g  l e s s  than  5 per- I 
-'\ 
\ .  . c'ent of t h e  whole. Besides Middlesex, Lancashi re  i s  t h e  next  l a r g e s t  
\ , a r e a  of r epo r t ed  content ion .  The ca tegory  "Other England", a l l  a r e a s  no t  
o therwise  noted h e r e i n ,  does n o t  equal  t h e  r e p o r t i n g  i n  Middlesex, t hus  
showing a h igh  l e v e l  of con ten t ion  i n  t h e  c a p i t a l  c i t y ' s  county,  p l u s ~ a  
p o s s i b l e  s t r o n g  r e p o r t i n g  b i a s  on t h e  p a r t  of our  sources .  Table #2, 
_ _ _ -  - - - \ - \ 
"Percentage D i s t r i b u t i o n  of Content ions Gather ings  i n  Great B r i t a i n ,  1828 1- 
by Type and Area," uses  t h e  14 noted c a t e g o r i e s  of conten t ion  and t h e  - 
,/'. 
e i g h t  s e l e c t e d  geographical  a r eas .  Here we have presented  t h e  d a t a  i n  a  
percentage  f i g u r e .  One can s e e  t h a t  90 percent -  of a l l  conten t ion  i n  
Hampshire i s  i n  t h e  form of pre-planned meet ings,  wh i l e  London has  only  
74 percent  of i t s  content ion  i n  t h a t  mode. It is  a l s o  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o .  
n o t e  t h a t  Wales and Scot land have 20 pe rcen t  of t h e i r  conten t ion  i n  t h e  
v i o l e n t  c a t e g o r i e s  a s  compared t o  only  5.6 percent  i n  Kent. 
The p a t t e r n  of conten t ion  can be r e a d i l y  observed from t a b l e  number 
t h r e e :  "Breakdown of Content ious Gather ings  by Month and Type, Great B r i t -  'i
a i n  1828." Category one, poaching, f o r  example, we can s e e  i s  a win ter  
I a c t i v i t y .  Most of t h e  even t s  occurred i n  t h e  f i r s t  and l a s t  months of the 
I .  
yea r .  This  i s  i n  c o n t r a s t  t o  norna l  v i o l e n t  a c t i v i t i e s ,  which a r e  i o r c  
I i? 
- -- - ----- - - <! 
evenly d i s t r i b u t e d  throughout t hc  ycar .  It i s  a l s o  n o t a b l e  t h a t  almost 
h a l f  of t h e  events  occurr'ing i n  September were v i o l e n t ,  a s  was t h e  c a s e  i n  
December where 46 percent  of a l l  t h a t  month's a c t i o n s  were of a v i o l e n t  
na tu re .  That can be compared wi th  A p r i l ,  which showed only  a  l e v e l  of 
f i v e  percent  t o t a l  v io lence .  Pre-planned meet ings dominate t h e  t o t a l s  
c- 
throughout t h e  yea r ,  but  t h e  types  vary.  Named a s s o c i a t i o n s  a r e  promin- 
e n t  i n  t h e  f i r s t  ha l f  of t h e  year  when Par l iament  i s  debat ing  such i s s u e s  
as t h e  Tes t  and Corporation Acts and t h e  F r i end ly  Socie ty  B i l l .  But t h e r e  
i s  a s h i f t i n g  away toward o t h e r  types  l a t e r  i n  t h e  year .  One o the r  not- 
a b l e  ca tegory  i s  t h a t  of parades,  where t h e  summer months, t hose  of t h e  
h ighes t  a g r i c u l t u r a l  a c t i v i t y ,  a r e  t h e  s lowes t  i n  terms of demonstrat ions,  
rall ies and parades.  
A map of t h e  e n t i r e  s e t  of 1828 ' s  con ten t ious  ga the r ings  by county 
(F igure  1 )  sums up t h e  r eg iona l  p a t t e r n  of c o n f l i c t .  Be t t e r  than  t h e  
e a r l i e r  t a b l e s ,  t h e  map b r ings  out  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of two major c l u s t e r s  of 
- . *  - q 4  L 
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TABLE 2: PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF 
CONTENTIOUS GATHERINGS I N  GREAT BRITAIN, 1828 
BY TYPE AND AREA 
a, 
a, t-l 
Type of Gathering 
Poachers vs.  
Gamekeepers 
Smugglers vs .  
Customs 
B r a w l s  i n  Drinking 
P laces  
. . - - . . . . . . . . 
Other  Vio len t  
Gatherings 
A t  t a c k s  on Blacklegs 
and o t h e r  unplanned 
Gather ings  
Market C o n f l i c t s  
Other  Unplanned 
Gather ings  
Authorized 
Celebra t  i ons  
Delega t ions  
Parades,  Demon- 
s t r a t i o n s ,  R a l l i e s  
S t r i k e s ,  Turnouts 
Pre-Planned Meetings 
of Named Assoc ia t ions  
Pre-Planned Meetings '  
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TABLE .3 
BREAKDOWN OF CONTENTIOUS GATHERINGS BY MONTH AND TYBE 
GREAT BRITAIN 1 8 2 8  
GBS 10-14-77 4 1 1  Events 
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West Lothian h Linlithgow 
Wigtown 
Figure  1 : 
con ten t ious  coun t i e s .  The f i r s t  c o n s i s t s  of t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  North: Cheshire,  
Lancashire  and t h e  West Riding. Although.1828 was no t  a  major year  f o r  in -  
d u s t r i a l  c o n f l i c t  a s  such., t h e  r eg ion  around Manchester con t r ibu ted  about 
a n  e i g h t h  of B r i t a i n ' s  con ten t ious  g a t h e r i n g s  t h a t  yea r .  The o t h e r  major 
c l u s t e r  was London and t h e  l a y e r  of c o u n t i e s  t o  i t s  south:  Middlesex., Berk- 
s h i r e ,  Devon, Dorset ,  Hampshire, Sur rey  and Kent. (Given t h e  cons is tency  
of t h e  o v e r a l l  p a t t e r n ,  i t  is  a b i t  s u r p r i s i n g  t o  f i n d  no con ten t ious  gath-  
e r i n g s  i n  H e r t f o r d s h i r e ,  j u s t  t o  t h e  n o r t h  of London.) Two a r e a s  of in-  
a c t i v i t y  a l s o  s tand  o u t :  Scot land and Wales. Of a l l  t h e  coun t i e s  i n  t h e  
two c o u n t r i e s ,  on ly  one -- Midlothian,  t h e  county of Edinburgh -- produced 
more than  two con ten t ious  ga the r ings .  
The p i c t u r e  changes a b i t  when we c o r r e c t  f o r  popula t ion .  I n  terms 
of even t s  per  100 thousand popula t ion ,  t h e s e  were t h e  l ead ing  coun t i e s :  
Midd 1 e s  ex 
Dorset 




F l i n t  
Cheshire  
Hamp s h i r  e  
Northumberland 
(See Appendix Table A-1 f o r  d e t a i l s . )  I n  t h e s e  terms, t h e  same two c l u s t e r s  
around Manchester and London s tand  o u t ,  but  because of i ts  l a r g e  populat ion 
Lancashire  f a l l s  t o , o n l y  1 .9  even t s  per  100 thousand people.  Wales (with 
both Radnor and F l i n t  on t h e  l i s t  of h igh  s c o r e r s )  l ooks  somewhat more t u r -  
bulent  when w e  t a k e  account .of  i t s  smal l  populat ion.  Even a f t e r  t h a t  cor-  
r e c t i o n ,  on t h e  o t h e r  hand, Scotland appears  t o  have had l e s s  than  its 
s h a r e  of c o n t e n t i o u s  ga the r ings ;  i t  remains t o  be seen  how much of t h a t  
S c o t t i s h ' c a l m  i s  a r e s u l t  of simple i n a t t e n t i o n  by ou r  London-based sources.  
The only  r i g o r o u s  comparison we have so f a r  made between our  s tandard  
sou rces  and a r e g i o n a l  source  p i t t e d  our  six p e r i o d i c a l s  a g a i n s t  t h e  K- 
c a s t e r  Gaze t te  ( s e e  Appendix 4 ) .  There w e  d i d ,  a s  expected,  f i n d  a  few 
l o c a l  even t s  which our  n a t i o n a l  sources  missed. It i s  reasonable  t o  sup- 
pose t h a t  a comparison w i t h  S c o t t i s h  sou rces  w i l l  produce a  s i m i l a r  r e s u l t ,  
bu t  u n l i k e l y  t h a t  i t  w i l l  r e v e r s e  t h e  g e n e r a l  f i n d i n g .  I f  such comparisons . 
r e v e a l  r e g u l a r  p a t t e r n s  of s e l e c t i v i t y  i n  our  b a s i c  sources  (e.g. ,  under- 
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  of l o c a l i t i e s  i n c r e a s e s  w i t h  d i s t a n c e  from London), they  
w i l l  g i v e  u s  t h e  means t o  c o r r e c t  our  e s t i m a t e s  of t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of con- 
t e n t i o u s  ga the r ings .  I n  any case ,  we p l an  t o  make many more such compari- 
sons  be fo re  we are done. 
Future  Work 
Obviously, t h e  enumeration of events ,  t h e i r  coding i n t o  machine- 
r eadab le  form and t h e  p repa ra t ion  of t h e  s o r t s  of s imple  d e s c r i p t i o n s  you 
f i n d  i n  t h i s  r e p o r t  a r e  only  t h e  f i r s t  s t a g e s  of a  l a r g e  a n a l y s i s .  A t  i t s  
broades t ,  our  r e s e a r c h  program i s  v e r y  ambit ious.  Like many o t h e r  s t u d e n t s  
of p o l i t i c a l  p rocesses ,  we a r e  t r y i n g  t o  understand two l a r g e  and overlap-  
ping s e t s  of processes :  1 )  t h e  gene ra l  cond i t i ons  which a f f e c t  how, and how 
e f f e c t i v e l y ,  o rd ina ry  people band toge the r  t o  a c t  on t h e i r  common i n t e r e s t s ;  
2) t h e  ways i n  which t h e  expansion of c a p i t a l i s m  and t h e  growth of n a t i o n a l  
s t a t e s  a f f e c t e d  t h e  means and o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t h a t  o rd ina ry  people had t o  a c t  
on t h e i r  i n t e r e s t s .  The experience of B r i t a i n  i n  t h e  1820s and 1830s i s  a 
c r u c i a l  s p e c i a l  c a s e  i n  both r ega rds  -- c r u c i a l  because of t h e  except iona l  
r ange  of c o n f l i c t s  w i t h i n  B r i t a i n  i n  t h a t  pe r iod ,  c r u c i a l  because t h e  forms 
and outcomes of popular  c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n  were changing r a p i d l y ,  c r u c i a l  
because many p o l i t i c a l  a n a l y s t s  have thought  t h a t  t h e  outcomes of t h e  Re- 
form s t r u g g l e  and o t h e r  c o n f l i c t s  of t h e  period s e t  t h e  frame of B r i t i s h  
con ten t ion  f o r  a  cen tu ry  o r  more. 
To be  s p e c i f i c ,  we hope t h a t  t h e  evidence on B r i t i s h  con ten t ious  
g a t h e r i n g s  w i l l  c a s t  l i g h t  on t h e s e  i s s u e s :  
1. How t h e  expansion of c a p i t a l i s m  and t h e  growth of t h e  n a t i o n a l  s t a t e  
reshaped t h e  i n t e r e s t s  around which o rd ina ry  people were prepared t o  
o rgan ize  and a c t  c o l l e c t i v e l y ;  t o  t a k e  a  s imple example, t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  t h e  food r i o t  was s t i l l  p r e s e n t ,  but  on i t s  way o u t ,  i n  t h e  
B r i t a i n  of t h e  1820s provides  a n  oppor tun i ty  t o  examine how and 
why t h e  e a r l i e r  r ead ines s  of t h e  Engl i sh ,  Welsh and Scots  t o  a c t  on 
behal f  of common i n t e r e s t s  a s  consumers i n  l o c a l  markets  dec l ined  
du r ing  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  century.  
2 .  The in t e rchange  among d i f f e r e n t  forms of conten t ion:  whether i t  is  
c o r r e c t  t o  t h i n k  of d i f f e r e n t  groups of i n t e r e s t e d  p a r t i e s  a s  having 
v e r y  l i m i t e d  " r epe r to i r e s "  of c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n  which only  changed 
s lowly a s  a d i r e c t  consequence of success  and f a i l u r e  i n  pursuing 
common i n t e r e s t s ;  whether such r e p e r t o i r e ' s  were s h i f t i n g  d e c i s i v e l y  
toward t h e  use  of s p e c i a l - i n t e r e s t  a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  t h e  adoption of 
p u b l i c  meet ings,  demonst ra t ions ,  s t r i k e s  and o t h e r  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  
twent ie th-century  forms of c o n t e n t i o u s  ga the r ing ;  whether v i o l e n t  
even t s  a r e  e s s e n t i a l l y  by-products of nonvio len t  forms of conten t ion ,  
r a t h e r  than  being a c l a s s  a p a r t ;  whether i t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  groups 
which t a k e  h igher  r i s k s  ( r a t h e r  t han  accep t ing  t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d ,  
proper  means f o r  making demands and s t a t i n g  gr ievances)  tend t o  be 
more e f f e c t i v e  i n  t h e  p u r s u i t  of t h e i r  i n t e r e s t s .  
3 .  The importance of t h e  e x t e r n a l  environment t o  t h e  i n t e n s i t y ,  form 
and e f f e c t i v e n e s s  of popular c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n :  how s t rong  an  e f f e c t  
t h e  r e p r e s s i o n  and f a c i l i t a t i o n  app l i ed  by au thor  it  i e s  t o  va r ious  
groups and v a r i o u s  forms of c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n  have on t h e  s t r a t e g i e s  
of o rd ina ry  people; what kind of e f f e c t s  t h e  examples of o the r  co l -  
l e c t i v e  a c t o r s  -- succes s fu l  o r  unsuccessfu l - - -  have on those  s t r a t -  
e g i e s ;  what i n f luence  a l l i a n c e s  w i t h  o t h e r  a c t o r s h a v e ;  f o r  example, 
t h e  period provides a  prime oppor tun i ty  t o  examine t h e  ways t h a t  un- 
s k i l l e d  workers,  a r t i s a n s  and p e t t y  bourgeois  i n t e r a c t e d  dur ing  t h e  
Reform campaign, how t h a t  i n t e r a c t i o n  shaped t h e  c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n  
of each group, and.how t h e  c o a l i t i o n  and i ts  e f f e c t s  changed wi th  
t h e  passage of t h e  Reform B i l l  of 1832. 
4. The e f f e c t s  of i n t e r n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and mob i l i za t ion  s t r a t e g i e s  on 
t h e  i n t e n s i t y  .and e f f e c t i v e n e s s  of  c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n ;  f o r  example, 
1828-1832 o f f e r s  an unusual chance t o  ana lyze  t h e  r i s e  of t h e  mass- 
membership special-purpose a s s o c i a t i o n  (on t h e  model of t h e  Cathol ic  
Assoc ia t ion)  and t o  s e e  wi th  what forms of o rgan iza t ion  of work and 
community i t  was compatible.  
I n  some of t h e s e  r ega rds ,  t h e  evidence on con ten t ious  ga the r ings  a lone  i s  
r i c h  enough t o  o f f e r  t e n t a t i v e  answers t o  p re s s ing  ques t ions  .-- o r  a t  l e a s t  
t o  r u l e  o u t  some commonly-proposed answers a s  unl ikely. .  I n '  o t h e r  ca ses ,  
t h e  ques t ions  w i l l  draw us  i n e v i t a b l y  i n t o  a  j o in ing  of t h e  obse rva t ions  on 
con ten t ious  ga the r ings  wi th  o t h e r  obse rva t ions  on r e p r e s s i o n ,  power, work 
and r o u t i n e  s o c i a l  l i f e .  
On t h e  way t o  t h e s e  ques t ions ,  t h e r e  is  s t i l l  a  good d e a l  of p repa ra to ry  
work t o  do. We need more q u a l i t y  c o n t r o l  of t h e  evidence:  p a r t l y  t o  s a t i s -  
f y  ou r se lves  t h a t  we have a  r e l i a b l e  and v a l i d  body of evidence; p a r t l y  t o  
inform o t h e r s  who wish t o  under,take similar i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  sake  of 
extending,  v e r i f y i n g ,  cha l lenging  o r  comparing w i t h .  t h e  r e s u l t s  from B r i t -  
a i n ;  p a r t l y  t o  meet t h e  exac t ing  s t anda rds  of s p e c i a l i s t s  i n  n ine teenth-  
century  B r i t i s h  h i s t o r y .  Another round of t h e  work w i l l  b e  e s s e n t i a l l y  de- 
s c r i p t i v e :  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  geography, t iming and i n t e r n a l  s t r u c t u r e  of d i f -  
f e r e n t  types  of con ten t ious  ga the r ings ,  p a r t l y  t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  limits of 
ou r  evidence; p a r t l y  t o  s e t  t h e  agenda f o r  f u r t h e r  ga the r ing  of evidence; 
p a r t l y  t o  s p e c i f y  what t h e r e  is. t o  exp la in .  
The a n a l y t i c  work t o .  come d i v i d e s -  i n t o  two. rough c a t e g o r i e s  : a )  t h a t  
which can be  done us ing  t h e  evidence from t h e  con ten t ious  ga the r ings  a lone ;  
b) t h a t  which r e q u i r e s  a d d i t i o n a l  evidence concerning B r i t a i n  of t h e  1820s 
and 1830s. I n  t h e  f i r s t  ca tegory  come t h e  obvious seque l s  t o . t h e  t a b l e s  
presented i n  t h i s  paper:  an examination of t h e  ways t h e  b a s i c  types  of 
ga the r ings  va r i ed  from year  t o - y e a r  and from reg ion  t o  r eg ion ;  a  s tudy  of 
t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  among t h e  i s s u e s ,  p a r t i c i p a n t s  and i n t e r n a l  s t r u c t u r e s  
of d i f f e r e n t  s o r t s  of events ;  an  a t t empt  t o  r eg roup .ou r  c rude  typologies  
o f '  ga the r ings .  i n t o  .- . the a l t e r n a t i v e  forms of a c t i o n  genuinely a v a i l a b l e  t o  
d i f f e r e n t  groups of a c t o r s  on t h e  scene ,  so  t h a t  t h e  metaphor " r epe r to i r e "  
begins  t o  t a k e  on some l i f e ;  and so on. There a r e  a l s o  more s o p h i s t i c a t e d  
p o s s i b i l i t i e s ,  no t ab ly  t h e  at tempt  t o  de te rmine  whether t h e  experience of 
conten t ion  i n  one period -- success ,  f a i l u r e ,  r e p r e s s i o n ,  c o a l i t i o n  o r  some- 
th ing  e l s e  -- s i g n i f i c a n t l y  a f f e c t s  t h e  choices-made by contenders  i n  t h e  
subsequent per iod .  For example, i t  w i l l  be  f a s c i n a t i n g  t o  s e e  whether t h e  
b r u t a l  r e p r e s s i o n  of 1830 ' s  Swing Rebel l ion  a l t e r e d  t h e  p a t t e r n  of r u r a l  
conten t ion  from t h e  one we can observe  up t o  t h e  r e b e l l i o n .  The period 
from 1828 through 1834 i s  s u f f i c i e n t l y  generous wi th  "na tu ra l  experiments" 
of t h i s  s o r t  t o  make p o s s i b l e  a  wide range  of a n a l y s e s  u s ing  t h e  evidence 
from con ten t ious  ga the r ings  alone.  
Some p o r t i o n s ' o f  ou r  a n a l y s i s  w i l l ,  however, r e q u i r e  a d d i t i o n a l  evi-  
dence which does  no't o r d i n a r i l y  a r r i v e  w i t h  t h e  accounts  of con ten t ious  
ga ther ings .  An important  p a r t  of t h e  work w i l l  concern s p a t i a l  d i s t r i b u -  
t i o n s  of d i f f e r e n t  v a r i e t i e s  of even t s  and a c t o r s ;  some of t h a t  work w i l l  
focus  on space  as such,  f o r  example by looking  a t  t h e  d f f f u s i o n  p a t t e r n s  
of food r i o t s  o r  a t t a c k s  on a g r i c u l t u r a l  machinery. Much of i t  w i l l  simply 
use  s p a t i a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n s  a s  convenient  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  of s o c i a l  condi- 
t i o n s  -- f o r  example, by examining t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  con ten t ion  among 
a r e a s  of ~ u b ~ i s t e n c e  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  commercial a g r i c u l t u r e ,  r u r a l  i ndus t ry  
and -urban indus t ry .  A l l  t h a t  work w i l l  r e q u i r e  supplementary information 
concerning t h e  s o c i a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of c o u n t i e s  and smal le r  a r eas .  
The s tudy  of r e p r e s s i v e  c a p a c i t y  and p o l i c y  w i l l  r a p i d l y  b u r s t  t h e  
limits s e t  by t h e  evidence on con ten t ious  ga the r ings  a lone .  It w i l l . b e  
necessary  t o  examine t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of t roops ,  t h e  day-to-day e x e r c i s e  
of j u d i c i a l . a u t h o r i t y ,  perhaps t h e  p a t t e r n  ~f  p o l i c i n g  and c r imina l  j u s t i c e .  
Again, a  s e r i o u s  i n q u i r y  i n t o  t h e  work-based gr ievances  of d i f f e r e n t  groups 
of workers w i l l  soon t a k e  u s  beyond t h e  informat ion  c o n t a k e d  i n  t h e  ac- 
counts  of  c o n t e n t i o u s . g a t h e r i n g s  a 1 o n e ; ' i t w i l l  r e q u i r e  sys temat ic  informa- 
t i o n  on t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of product ion.  I n  s h o r t ,  t h i s  broad survey of 
con ten t ious  ga the r ings  w i l l  almost i n e v i t a b l y  draw u s  t o  t h e  i n t e n s i v e ,  
cont inuous s tudy  of p a r t i c u l a r  groups and a r e a s .  I f  i t  l e a d s  us . - t he re  w i th  
renewed i n s i g h t ,  w i th  b e t t e r  ques t ions ,  and w i t h  an  improved understanding 
of t h e  process  of con ten t ion ,  t h e  r e s e a r c h  w i l l  have served i t s  purpose. 
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APPENDIX 1 . 
A Calendar of 1828's Contentious Gatherings 
01.01.01 Jews and Christians gathered to consider the Russian treat- 
ment of Jew at ~ing's Head Tavern, Poultry (London). 
01.01.02 . A vestry meeting of the parish to take into consideration a 
letter written by Mr. John Wilks to the morning Herald, 
held at Parish Hall,' St. Luke's, London. 
01.02.01 A meeting of the clergy at Tigerinn, Beverley, to petition 
Parliament about the Unitarian Marriage Bill. 
01.04.01 An affray between smugglers and coast'blockade service near 
Bexhill, on the coast of Sussex. 
01.06.01 A gang of poachers were arrested for shooting a gamekeeper 
\at Sunning Hill Park, Berks. 
01.08.01 A meeting of butchers opposing certain regulations on 
slaughter.. houses-..at.. Golden Square, London in the of £ices 
of Smith and Hutton. 
01.09.01 A meeting of ushers concerning working conditions, held 
at Dyer's Building, London. 
01.10.02 Poachers murdered a gamekeeper near Farmington. 
01.11.01 A'rneeting of the subscribers to a fund for the distressed 
of Queensborough was held at London Tavern, London. 
01.14.,01 An affray between poachers and gamekeepers, in which a man 
was shot, in the woods near Meriden. 
01.15.01 A meeting honoring the mayor on his promotion was held at 
the city of Winchester. 
01.15.02 A ga the r ing  a t  B i l l i n g s g a t e ,  London, of t h e  poor fishermen of 
Mil ton p r e s s u r i n g  t h e  n a t i v e  super in tendent  t o  put  t h e i r  c a s e  
be fo re  t h e  co rpo ra t ion  of London. 
01.17.01 A meeting of bu tche r s  t o  d i s c u s s  s laughterhouses  (Members of 
Butchers  Trade) a t  Freemason's Tavern, London. 
01.18.01 . Brawl between Dykers and Constables  a t  a pub i n  Grantham, 
Lincoln.  
01.18.02 A meeting of t h e  P a r i s h  t o  e l e c t  a v e s t r y  c l e r k  a t  S t .  P a u l ' s  
Covent Garden, London. 
01.19.01 Disturbance between poachers  and gameskeepers a t  p u b l i c  house, 
Lavenham, Suffo lk .  
01.19.02 A crowd assembled i n  t h e  Senate  House, T r i n i t y  College,  Cam- 
b r idge ,  t o  s e e  t h e  Duke of Sussex. 
01.20.01 A premature ga the r ing  a t  Church, Fordham, which ce l eb ra t ed  t h e  
d iscont inued  poor r a t e s .  
01.21.02 A meeting of i n h a b i t a n t s  of Chatham and Rochdale t o  a i d  t h e  
i n h a b i t a n t s  of Queensborough, he ld  a t  Sun Tavern, Chatham, Kent. 
01.21.03 The cand ida t e  spoke t o  h i s  suppor t e r s  a t  Royal Oak Inn ,  Dover, 
Kent. 
01.21.05 An a f f r a y  between competing coach l i n e s  a t  Bowden Toll-Gate,  
L i t t l e  Oxenden, L i t t l e  Bowden, Northampton. 
01.22.01 Meeting of Ca tho l i c s  belonging t o  t h e  B r i t i s h  Ca tho l i c  Associa- 
t i o n  t o  p e t i t i o n  Par l iament  on ma t t e r s  concerning them, he ld  
a t  B r i t i s h  Ca tho l i c  Rooms, Thorney S t . ,  Bloomsbury, London. 
01.22.02 A meeting a t  t h e  Town H a l l ,  Dover, Kent, t o  congra tu l a t e  a new 
pee r ,  and t o  s o l i c i t  t h e  son of t h e  new peer  t o  s e rve  a s  t h e  
member of Parl iament  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  town. 
01.22.03 A gene ra l  meeting by t h e  s tockho lde r s  of t h e  Edinburgh gas com- 
pany concerning a new . app l i ca t ion  t o  Par l iament ,  he ld  a t  Clyde 
S t .  Room, Edinburgh, Edinburgh. 
01.23.01 A meeting t o  p e t i t i o n  Par l iament  t o  l i g h t  and watch t h e  P a r i s h ,  
by t h e  s e l e c t  v e s t r y ,  he ld  a t  Bombay Grab. Inn ,  S t .  Mary S t r a t -  
f o r d ,  Bow, London. 
01.24.01 A gene ra l  v e s t r y  meeting of t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  of S t .  Olave, Hart  
S t . ,  London, f o r  t h e  purpose of p e t i t i o n i n g  Parl iament  t o  s t o p  
t h e  payment of D r .  Owen's t i t h e s .  
01.24.02 A m e e t i n g o f t h e " E a s t L o t h i a n Y e o m a n r y C a v a 1 r y "  o n t h e i r d i s -  
bandment by o rde r  of t h e '  k ing ,  he ld  a t  Eas t  Lothian,  Dunbar, 
Maddington, Scot land.  
01.25.01 A meeting of  t h e . v e s t r y  a t  Ves t ry  H a l l ,  Church:-St., Lambeth, 
London, i n  which they  expressed t h e i r  approval  of t h e  New 
London Bridge. 
01.25.02 A meeting a t  B a t t e r s e a ,  Sur rey ,  t o  cons ider  t h e  p r o p r i e t y  of 
t h e  New London Bridge. 
01.26.01 A meeting a t  Liverpool ,  Lancas t e r ,  t o  support  M r .  Huskisson 
by h i s  " f r i ends .  " 
01.27.01 A d i s tu rbance  a t  t h e  Tower, London, between s o l d i e r s  and a crowd. 
01.28.01 A meeting of  f r eeho lde r s  a t  Crown Inn ,  Weymouth, Dorset ,  t o  con- 
s i d e r  any person t o  f i l l  t h e  s e a t  t o  Parl iament .  
01.28.02 A meeting a t  t h e  Golden Cock, K i rkga te ,  York, i n  which t h e  sup- 
p o r t e r s  of  a candida te  f o r  Par l iament  were pa id  f o r  t h e i r  vo tes .  
Brawl i n  a  public-house i n  Windsor, Berks,  between s o i d i e r s  
and i n h a b i t a n t s .  
A meeting of "P ropr i e to r s  of s h a r e s  i n  t h e  Thames Tunnel" t o  
apply t o  Par l iament  f o r  a  l oan  of money, he ld  i n  C i ty  of London 
Tavern. 
A meeting he ld  a t  t h e  Bay Tree Tavern, S t .  Swithan 's  Lane, 
Lombard S t . ,  London, of t h e  e l e c t o r s  of the. town of Dover t o  
considerwhomthey a r e  going t o  suppor t .  
A meeting a t  an inn- i n  Weymouth, Dorset ,  of Major  exl land's 
suppor t e r s  t o  ques t ion  h i s  p r i n c i p l e s .  
A committee appointed a t  Guild H a l l  Coffeehouse, London t o  pro- 
t e c t  t h e  p r i v i l e g e s  of l i c e n s e d  v i c t u a l l e r s  t o  determine meth- 
ods by which t o  c o n t r o l  un l icensed  v i c t u a l l e r s .  
A meeting a t  King 's  Head Tavern i n  t h e  P o u l t r y ,  London of - t he  
committee appointed t o  apply t o  Par l iament  f o r  t h e  r e p e a l  of 
t h e  Tes t  and Corporation Acts.  
Amee t ing  i n  Edinburgh.of  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  of w r i t e r s  t o  t h e  
s i g n e t  t o  p e t i t i o n  Par l iament  opposing t h e i r  newly-appointed 
chairman. 
E lec t ion  i n  Hust ings,  L iverpool ,  Lancas te r  f o r  a  member of 
Parl iament  i n  which t h e  drowds a r t i c u l a t e d  a  sent iment .  
Ci ty  e l e c t i o n  i n  Town H a l l ,  Hus t ings ,  Durham f o r  t h e  represen-  
t a t i v e  o f . t h e  c i t y .  
E lec t ion  a t  Dover f o r  a  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  from t h e  town. 
Violence of a  mob i n  London d i r e c t e d  toward an informer who was 
going t o  t e s t i f y .  
02.07:01 A concourse of a  c a n d i d a t e ' s  f r i e n d s  i n  Weymouth met him a t  t h e  
g a t e  of t h e  town and accompanied him i n t o  t h e  .town t o  L u i e ' s  
Hotel .  
02.07.02 A v e s t r y  meeting i n  S h e f f i e l d  t o  determine i f  they  should l e v e l  
a  t a x  on t h e  p a r i s h  t o  r e p a i r . c h u r c h  proper ty .  . 
02.07.03 A v i o l e n t  encounter  i n  Greenham Common, Newbury between a  mob 
and an informer.  
02.09.01 The e l e c t i o n  f o r  t h e  c i t y  of Weymouth. 
02.10.01 A group of tradesmen i n  Windsor went be fo re  t h e  town's Commis- 
s i o n e r s  t o  appea l  t h e  d e c i s i o n  t o  impose a  s e t  of t a x e s  on c a r t s  
~ 5 t h  . m e t a l l i c  sp r ings .  
02.11.01 con t inua t ion  of t h e  e l e c t i o n  process ,  f o r  t h e  town of Weymo-uth. . .. 
02.13.01 . The a t t a c k  upon-an  informer by a mob i n  London. 
02.13.02 The e l e c t i o n  in 'Hus t ings ,  Durham of a  kn ight  t o  s e r v e  t h e  s h i r e .  
02.15.01 A meeting of t h e  l i censed  v i c t u a l l e r s  a s s o c i a t i o n  i n  London t o  
a t tempt  t o  d e v i s e  ways of c l o s i n g  unl icensed shops. 
02.15.02 Continuat ion of i n  Wewouth, wi th  t h e  l e a d i n g  candida te  
being cheered by h i s . s u p p o r t e r s .  
02.16.01 Encounters between poachers and gamekeeper i n  Athers tone ,  Warwick. 
-02.18.01 A p u b l i c  meeting i n  L e i c e s t e r . t o  p e t i t i o n  Parl iament  f o r  r e p e a l  
of t h e  corn laws. 
-02.18.02 E l e c t i o n  proceedings i n  t h e  town of Weymouth f o r  t h e  e l e c t i o n  t o  
Parl iament .  
02.20.01 A meeting of t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  of t h e  Mary-La-Bonne'Parish i n  
London t o  cons ide r -wha t  s t e p s  should be taken  t o  r e l i e v e  them 
of t h e  oppres s ive  burden of t h e  s e l e c t  v e s t r y .  
02.20.02 The Weymouth e l e c t i o n  concludes., w i t h  t h e  winning candida te  
being cha i r ed  through town. 
02.25.01 A mob of young f e l lows  i n  London a t t acked  and k i l l e d  a watchman 
coming t o  t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  of ano the r  watchman. 
02.28.01 The wi tnes ses  a g a i n s t  a band of smugglers i n  York were a t tacked  
by t h o s e  they  accused. 
02.28.02 The a r r e s t  of an i n h a b i t a n t  a t  a P a r i s h  meeting i n  London t h a t  
had been c a l l e d  f o r  cons ider ing  t h e  s t a t e  of t h e  poor house. 
02.00.02 An independent congregat ion-  of I s l i n g t o n  p e t i t i o n e d  Parl iament  
a g a i n s t  t h e  Tes t  and Corporat ion Acts.  
02.00.03 The P r o t e s t a n t  D i s sen te r s  i n  London p e t i t i o n e d  Parl iament  a g a i n s t  
t h e  Tes t  and Corporat ion Acts .  
02.00.04 The P r o t e s t a n t  D i s sen te r s  i n  Honiton, Devon p e t i t i o n e d  P a r l i a -  
ment f o r  t h e  r e p e a l  of t h e  Tes t  and Corporat ion Acts.  
02.00.05 The P r o t e s t a n t  D i s sen te r s  i n  Dorches te r ,  Dorset p e t i t i o n e d  Par- 
l i ament  f o r  t h e  r e p e a l  of t h e  Tes t  and Corporat ion Acts.  
02.00.06 A p e t i t i o n  from t h e  Chamber of Manufacturers i n  Manchester 
pray ing  f o r  r e p e a l  of t h e  stamp d u t i e s .  
02.00.07 A p e t i t i o n  from t h e  Un i t a r i ans '  meeting i n  Hackney, Piiddlesex 
f o r  t h e  r e p e a l  of t h e  Tes t  and Corporat ion Acts.  
02.00.08 A v e t i t i o n  from t h e  P r o t e s t a n t  D i s sen te r s  i n  Thames Di t ton ,  
Sur rey  praying  f o r  r e p e a l  of  t h e  Tes t  and Corporation Acts. 
02.00.09 A meeting i n  Holywell, F l i n t s h i r e  of P r o t e s t a n t  D i s sen te r s ,  
p ray ing  f o r  t h e  r e p e a l  of t h e  Tes t  and Corporat ion Acts. . . 
02.00.10 A congrega t ion .  of Un i t a r i an  D i s s e n t e r s  meeting i n  London t o  
pray f o r  t h e  r e p e a l  of t h e  T e s t  and .Corpora t ion  Acts.  
02.00.11 A meeting a t  t h e  Haymarket, London of t h e  Di s sen te r s  of t h e  
Assoc ia te  Synod of Scot land praying  t o  Parl iament  f o r  r e p e a l  
of t h e  Test  and Corporat ion Acts.  
02.00.12 A meeting i n  London of t h e  General  B a p t i s t s  praying t o  P a r l i a -  
ment f o r  t h e  r e p e a l  of t h e  T e s t  and Corporat ion Acts. 
02.00.13 A meeting of P r o t e s t a n t  D i s s e n t e r s . i n  Northumberland praying t o  
Parl iament  f o r  t h e  r e p e a l  of t h e  Tes t  and Corporat ion Acts.  
02.00.14 A meeting of P r o t e s t a n t  D i s s e n t e r s  i n  Kingsland, Middlesex pray- 
i n g  by p e t i t i o n  t o  Par l iament  £ o f r e p e a l  of t h e  Tes t  and Corpor- 
a t i o n  Acts.  
02.00.15 A meeting of P r o t e s t a n t  D i s s e n t e r s  i n  S t .  Mary-La-Bonne, London 
praying t o  Parl iament  f o r  r e p e a l  of t h e  Tes t  and Corporation Acts.  
02.00.16 A meeting of P r o t e s t a n t  D i s s e n t e r s  i n , S h a f t e s b u r y ,  Dorse t sh i r e  
p e t i t i o n i n g  t o  Parl iament  f o r  r e p e a l  of t h e  Tes t  and Corporation 
Acts. 
02.00.17 A meeting of P r o t e s t a n t  D i s s e n t e r s  i n  Bow, Middlesex p e t i t i o n i n g  
f o r  t h e  r e p e a l  of t h e  Tes t  and Corporat ion Acts. 
03.08.01 A meeting of t h e  Chamber of Commerce i n  Newcastle-Upon-Tyne, 
Northumberland t o  oppose t h e  opening of  a branch of t h e  Bank of 
England. 
03.10.01 A n  ann ive r sa ry  meeting i n  Lancas te r  of t h e  Bolton Church and King 
Club where a p e t i t i o n  a g a i n s t  r e p e a l  of t h e  Tes t  and Corporation 
Acts. w a s  d i scussed .  
03.12.01 A de lega t ion  of t h e  West I n d i a  I n t e r e s t  met a t  t h e  Treasury wi th  
t h e  m i n i s t e r s  t o  d i s c u s s  c o l o n i a l  possess ions .  
03.17.01 A meeting i n  Edinburgh of i n h a b i t a n t s  of t h e  a r e a  t o  cons ider  
t h e  p r o p r i e t y  of p e t i t i o n i n g  Parl iament  . for  t h e  r e p e a l  of t h e  
Tes t  and Corp,orat ion  Acts. 
03.17.02 A p u b l i c  meeting i n  Canterbury prepared a  p e t i t i o n  praying t h a t  
a  new w r i t  be i ssued  f o r  t h e  r e t u r n  of a  member of t h e  town. 
03.18.01 A number of i n h a b i t a n t s  i n  Highgate,  Middlesex a t t acked  and 
bea t  t h e  prosecutors .  
03.23.01 A watchman i n  London coming t o  t h e -  a s s i s t a n c e  of a young woman 
i n  t r o u b l e  w a s  a t t a c k e d  by a group of bookbinders.  
03.24.01 A gene ra l  meet ing .of  persons  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  F r i end ly  S o c i e t i e s  
b i l l  he ld  i n  London-. 
03.24.02 A meeting of t h e  e l e c t o r s  of  Sidbury Resident  i n  London t o  meet 
a  p rospec t ive  candfda te  f o r  t h a t  borough. 
03.26.01 A meeting of  market gardeners  and farmers  i n  Westminster,  London 
t o  t a k e  i n t o  cons ide ra t ion  t h e  b i l l  now be fo re  Parl iament  f o r  
t h e  r e g u l a t i o n  and improvement of t h e  market. 
03.26.02 A meeting i n  S t .  P a u l ' s  Covent Garden, London of a  p e t t y  s e s s i o n  
of t h i s  P a r i s h  t o  t a k e  i n t o  cons ide ra t ion  persons  f o r  t h e  ap- 
point'ment of  ove r see r s .  
03.26.03 A meeting of  i n h a b i t a n t s  of Clapham, Surrey opposing t h e  en- 
c l o s u r e  of t h e  Clapham Common which r e s u l t e d  i n  a p e t i t i o n  t o  
Parl iament .  
03.28.01 A meeting i n  Liverpool  of t h e  medical p ro fe s s ion  t o  consider  
t h e  p r o p r i e t y  of p e t i t i o n i n g  Parl iament  on t h e  law r e s p e c t i n g  
anatomical  s tudy.  
03.29.01 A meeting of i n h a b i t a n t s  i n  Oldtown, London t o  p e t i t i o n  P a r l i a -  
ment about t h e  power of mag i s t r a t e s .  
03.29.'02 A number of persons witnessed t h e  d e p a r t u r e  of t h e  k ing  from 
London, demonstrat ing suppor t  a s - h e  went by. 
03.31.01 A group of s t r i k e r s  i n  Kidderminster ,  Worcester r i o t e d  a t  a 
f a c t o r y  i n  p r o t e s t  of lower wages. 
03.00.01 A meeting of a congregat ion o f . B a p t i s t s  i n  ~ a l l i n ~ f o r d  p e t i -  
t i oned  Par l iament  f o r  t h e  r e p e a l  of t h e  Tes t  and Corporation 
Acts. 
03.00.02 A meeting of  P r o t e s t a n t  D i s sen te r s  i n  Wooler, Northumberland 
p e t i t i o n e d  Parl iament  pray ing  f o r  t h e  r e p e a l  of t h e  Tes t  and 
Corporat ion Acts. 
03.00.03 A meeting i n  Worcester of t h e  medical and s u r g i c a l  s o c i e t y  i n  
which a p e t i t i o n  was drawn up p r o t e s t i n g  t h e  anatomical  l a w s .  
03.00.04 A meeting df t h e  P r o t e s t a n t  D i s sen te r s  i n  New Salurn i n  which 
they  decided t o  p e t i t i o n  Par l iament  pray ing  f o r  t h e  r e p e a l  of 
t h e  Tes t  and Corporat ion Acts.  
03.00.05 A meeting of t h e  B a p t i s t  Church i n  Edinburgh i n  which they  
decided t o  p e t i t i o n  Par l iament  ' f o r  t h e  r e p e a l  of t h e  Tes t  and 
Corporat ion Acts.  
03.00.06 A meeting i n  L e i c e s t e r  of t h e  P r o t e s t a n t  D i s sen te r s  of t h e  Bap- 
tist denomination p e t i t i o n i n g  Parl iament  f o r  t h e  r e p e a l  of t h e  
Tes t  and Corporat ion Acts. 
03.00.07 A meeting i n  London of t h e  Di s sen te r s  of  t h e  a s s o c i a t e  Synod 
p e t i t i o n i n g  Parl iament  f o r  t h e  . repea l  of t h e  Tes t  and Corpora- 
t i o n  Acts.  
03.00.08 A meeting of Protestant Dissenters in Lotterworth, Leicester 
which petitioned Parliament for the.repea1 of the Test and 
Corporation Acts. 
04.01.01 A vestry meeting in Lambeth, Surrey in which they discussed 
the state of the poor asylum at Normond, and considered if 
, construction of dormitories for children to eliminate oph- 
thalmia was necessary. 
04.03.01 A meeting of physicians and surgeons in W. Riding,. Yorkshire 
to consider if they should petition-Parliament to allow some 
legal means of' prosecuting surgical 'and anatomical studies. 
04.03.02 A clash resulted between the constables and supporters of 
t I open" vestry in St. Martin-in-the Fields, London when the 
latter attempted to gain entrance into a select vestry meeting. 
04.03.03 A meeting of medical gentlemen occurred in .Liverpobl to consider 
the propriety of petitioning Parliament on the state of the law 
affecting anatomical dissection. 
04.05.01 A general meeting of the president and fellows of Sion College 
in Cambridge reso1ved:that petitions should be presented to 
Parliament' against further concessions to Catholics. 
04.07.01 The appearance of a witness in Bawtry, York caused an assembled 
crowd to vent their disgust at his action. 
04.07.02 A crowd gathered in St. .Martin-in-the-Fields, London to observe 
if any attempts would be made to prevent the select vestry from 
nominating all the Parish officers. 
04.08.01. The inhabitants met in open vestry in St. Paul's Covent Garden. 
London forthe purpose of electing officers. 
04.08.02. Inhabitants and vestry met in Christ Church, Surrey to elect 
their officers for next year. 
04.08.03 I n h a b i t a n t s  met t o  e l e c t  new o f f i c e r s  i n  Bloomsbury, London. 
04.08.04 Delegates  from surrounding communities met i n  Southampton t o  
cons ider  t h e  F r i end ly  S o c i e t i e s  b i l l .  
04.10.01 The i n h a b i t a n t s  of Holborn, London met t o  cons ider  t h e  r e p o r t  
of t h e  committee which had i n v e s t i g a t e d  t h e  accounts  of t h e  
church-wardens. 
04.10.02 A gene ra l  meeting of  t h e  S o c i e t y  f o r  t h e  P r o t e c t i o n  of t h e  In- 
t e r e s t s  of B r i t i s h  Shipowners was he ld  i n  t h e  Ci ty  of London 
Tavern. 
04.10.03 A meeting of b u t c h e r s  i n  Freemanson's Tavern, London.to con- 
s i d e r  t h e  r e p o r t  of t h e  committee on t h e  removal of Smi thf ie ld  
market and o t h e r  s u b j e c t s  connected wi th  improving t h e  system 
of s l a u g h t e r i n g  c a t t l e  i n  t h e  met ropol i s .  
04.10.04 A meeting a t  Bishopsgate  of t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  t o  cons ider  t h e  
b e s t  means of combatting t h e  gas monopoly. 
04.11.01 A meeting of t h e  v e s t r y  i n  Greenwich, Kent t o  e l e c t  gentlemen 
t o  s e r v e  a s  governors and d i r e c t o r s  of t h e  poor. 
04.11.02 The a t tempt  of a crowd i n  Mary-La-Bonne t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  dead 
body of an Irishman from improper use  n e c e s s i t a t e d  c a l l i n g  i n  
t h e  po l i ce .  
04.16.01 The Chamber of Commerce in.New-Castle-upon-Tyne me t -and-de te r -  
mined t o  p e t i t i o n  Par l iament  opposing t h e  r e s t r i c t i o n  of i s su -  
ance of one-pound no te s .  
04.16.02 A meeting a t  Ci ty  of London Tavern of t h e  Hibernian J o i n t  Stock 
Co. p r o p r i e t o r s  t o  adopt measures f o r  rewarding t h e  b i l l  now i n  
parl iament  which would amend t h e  Act under which t h e  company w a s  
formed . 
04.16.03 A depu ta t ion  from t h e  Soc ie ty  f o r  t h e  Improvement of I r e l a n d  
met w i th  M r .  Lamb i n  London and presented  t o  him a p lan  of 
Drainage and Enclosure B i l l .  
04.17.01 A meeting i n  London of t h e  Webb S t r e e t  school  of Anatomy and 
Medicine t o  t a k e  i n t o . c o n s i d e r a t i o n  ' p e t i t i o n i n g  Parl iament  f o r  
t h e  removal of t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  t h a t  o b s t r u c t  t h e  s tudy  of 
medicine. 
04.17.02 A meeting of t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  of t h e  P a r i s h  of S t .  P a u l ' s  Covent 
Garden, London took p l a c e  t o  cons ider  means of compelling t h e  
previous  v e s t r y  c l e r k  t o  t u r n  t h e , v e s t r y  books over  t o  t h e  new 
c l e rk .  
04.18.01 A meeting of t h e  d e l e g a t e s  of-London-area Fr iendly  S o c i e t i e s  t o  
cons ider  methods of d i s semina t ing  informat ion  concerning F r i end ly  
S o c i e t i e s .  
04.23.01 A . r i o t  r e s u l t e d  i n  Aberdeen when a mob a t tempt ing  t o  a t t a c k  a 
house was stopped by s p e c i a l  cons t ab le s .  
04.25.01 A meeting of owners and occup ie r s  of land  i n  Chelmsford, Essex 
t o  cons ider .  t h e  p rov i s ions  of t h e  corn b i l l .  
04.26.01 . A  pub l i c  meeting i n  W. Riding,  Yorkshire  of merchants,  'manufac- 
t u r e r s  and o t h e r s  t o  cons ide r  t h e  expediency of p e t i t i o n i n g  Par- 
l iament  a g a i n s t  any inc reased  duty  on imported wool. 
04.00.01 . A meeting of P r o t e s t a n t  D i s s e n t e r s  i n  Newcastle-Upon-Tyne pe- 
t i t i o n e d  Par l iament  pray ing  f o r  t h e  r e p e a l  of t h e  Tes t  and Cor- 
po ra t ion  Acts .  
04.00.02 A meeting of t h e  members of t h e  Fr iendly  Socie ty  i n  Botley,  
Hampshire p e t i t i o n e d  Par l iament  f o r  t h e  de lay  of t h e  Fr iendly  
S o c i e t i e s  b i l l .  
04.00.03 A s o c i e t y  i n  London p e t i t i o n e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  Fr iendly  S o c i e t i e s  
b i l l .  
04.00.04 A meeting of  P r o t e s t a n t  D i s s e n t e r s  i n  London p e t i t i o n e d  P a r l i a -  
ment i n  f avo r  of r e p e a l  of t h e  Tes t  and Corporat ion Acts.  
04.00.05 A meeting of P r o t e s t a n t  D i s s e n t e r s  i n  Bath p e t i t i o n e d  P a r l i a -  
ment i n  f avo r  of r e p e a l  of t h e  Tes t  and Corporat ion Acts.  
04.00.06 A meeting of P r o t e s t a n t  D i s sen te r s  i n  -London p e t i t i o n e d  i n  
f avo r  of r e p e a l  of t h e  Tes t  and Corporat ion Acts. 
04..00.07 A meeting of P r o t e s t a n t  D i s s e n t e r s  i n  Eastcheap, London pe t i - .  
t i oned  i n  f avo r  of r e p e a l  of t h e  Tes t  and Corporat ion Acts.  
04.00.08 A meeting i n  Annan, Dumfries of clergymen p e t i t i o n e d  Parl iament  
opposing any change i n  t h e  e x i s t i n g  Church s t r u c t u r e .  
04.00.09 A p u b l i c  meet ing i n  Glasgow, Lanark p e t i t i o n e d  i n  f avo r  of t h e  
r e p e a l  of t h e  Tes t  and Corporat ion Acts.  
04.00.10 A meeting i n  P a r l i n g t o n ,  Durham of t h e  members-of t h e  Union 
F r i end ly  S o c i e t i e s  p e t i t i o n e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  F r i end ly  S o c i e t i e s  b i l l .  
04.00.11 A meeting on Soho of t h e  members of t h e  Bro the r ly  Union Fr iendly  
Soc ie ty  p e t i t i o n e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  Fr iendly  S o c i e t i e s  b i l l .  
04.00.12 A meeting i n  Southampton of members of a  F r i end ly  Soc ie ty  pe- 
t i t i o n e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  F r i end ly  S o c i e t i e s  B i l l .  
04.00.13 A meeting i n  Southampton of  t h e  Ebenezer Soc ie ty  p e t i t i o n e d  
a g a i n s t  t h e  F r i end ly  S o c i e t i e s  B i l l .  
04.00.14 A meeting i n  P re s ton ,  Lancashire  of t h e  members of t h e  Const i tu-  
t i o n a l  F r i end ly  Soc ie ty  p e t i t i o n i n g  a g a i n s t  t h e  F r i end ly  Socie- 
t ies b i l l .  
04.00.15 An assembly of t h e  n i n e  incorpora ted  t r a d e s  of  Dundee p e t i t i o n e d  
Par l iament  i n  oppos i t ion  t o  t h e  stamp duty  on r e c e i p t s .  
A meeting i n  Pres ton  of t h e  A f f e c t i o n a t e  F r i end ly  Soc ie ty  pe- 
t i t i o n e d  again 's t  t h e  F r i end ly  S o c i e t i e s  b i l l .  
A meeting i n  Southampton of t h e  F r i end ly  Soc ie ty  p e t i t i o n e d  
a g a i n s t  t h e  Fr iendly  S o c i e t i e s  b i l l .  
The Amicable Fr iendly  Soc ie ty  met i n  London and decided t o  
p e t i t i o n  Parl iament  i n  oppos i t i on  t o  t h e  F r i end ly  S o c i e t i e s  b i l l .  
The Fel lowship Socie ty  met i n  London and decided t o  p e t i t i o n  
Par l iament  i n  oppos i t ion  t o  t h e  F r i end ly  S o c i e t i e s  b i l l .  
A Fr i end ly  Soc ie ty  met i n  Monmouth and .dec ided  t o  p e t i t i o n  
Par l iament  i n  oppos i t ion  t o  t h e  F r i end ly  S o c i e t i e s  b i l l .  
The Albion Fr iendly  Soc ie ty  i n  Bishopsgate.  London p e t i t i o n e d  
Par l iament  i n  oppos i t ion  t o  t h e  F r i end ly  S o c i e t i e s  b i l l .  
The'Amicable and I m p a r t i a l  F r i end ly  Soc ie ty  i n  Stockton,  Chester  
p e t i t i o n e d  Parl iament  i n  oppos i t i on  t o  t h e  F r i end ly  S o c i e t i e s  
b i l l .  
The Happy Fr iends  Socie ty  i n  Cornwall p e t i t i o n e d  Parl iament  op- 
pos ing  t h e  Fr iendly  S o c i e t i e s  b i l l .  
04.00.24 The Amicable and F r a t e r n a l  Union i n  Oxford p e t i t i o n e d  Parl iament  
opposing t h e  Fr iendly  S o c i e t i e s  b i l l .  
04.00.25 The Bachelors  Socie ty  i n  Bethal-Green, London p e t i t i o n e d  P a r l i a -  
ment a g a i n s t  t h e  Fr iendly  S o c i e t i e s  b i l l .  
04.00.26 The Sons of Freedom i n  London p e t i t i o n e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  Fr iendly  
S o c i e t i e s  b i l l .  
04.00.27 A s o c i e t y  i n  Southampton p e t i t i o n e d  Par l iament  a g a i n s t  t h e  Friend- 
l y  S o c i e t i e s  b i l l .  
04.00.28 A society in London petitioned against the Friendly Societies 
bill. 
04.00.29 A society in London petitioned against the Friendly Societies 
bill. 
04.00.30 The congregations of independents of Unitarians and Baptists 
met in Colchester, Essex and decided to petition Parliament 
against the Test and Corporation Acts. 
04.00.31 A meeting in Colchester, Essex of Protestant dissenters 
petitioned Parliament in favor of the repeal of the Test and 
Corporation Acts. 
04.00.32 A meeting of Protestant Dissenters in Colchester, Essex 
petitioned Parliament in favor of the repeal of the Test 
and Corporation Acts. 
04;00.33 A meeting of the Impartial Benefit Society in Stalbridge, 
Dorset petitioned Parliament against the Friendly Societies 
bill. 
04.00.34 A meeting of the United Brothers. in London petitioned against 
. the Friendly Societies bill. 
04.00.35 A meeting of the Friendly Brothers in Holborn, London peti- 
tioned Parliament against the Friendly Societies bill. 
04.00.36 A meeting of the Tried Friends in London petitioned Parliament 
in opposition to the Friendly Societies bill. 
04.00.37 A meeting of a society in Mary-La-Bonne, London petitioned 
Parliament in opposition to the Friendly Societies bill. 
04.00.38 A meeting of the inhabitants in West Riding, Yorkshire 
petitioned Parliament against Catholic claims. 
04.00.39 A meeting of a Friendly Society in London petitioned Parliament 
against the Friendly Societies bill. 
04.00.40 A Benefit Society in Southampton petitioned Parliamerit against 
the Friendly Societies bill. 
04.00.41 A meeting of the Protestant Dissenters in Finsbury Square, 
London petitioned Parliament praying for the removal of all 
disabilities, on the score of religious faith. 
04.00.42 A meeting of inhabitants of Dorchester petitioned Parliament 
in favor of Catholic claims. 
04.00.43 A meeting of United Helpmates in London in time of need 
Friendly Society against the Friendly Societies bill. 
04.00.44 A meeting of a Friendly Society in Brighthelmstone petitioned 
Parliament opposing the Friendly Societies bill. 
04.00.45 The University of Oxford petitioned Parliament opposing 
any further concessions to Catholics. 
04.00.46 A meeting of a society in Northampton petitioned Parliament 
against the Friendly Societies bill. 
04.00.47 A meeting of the Good Samaritans in Ipswich, Suffolk 
petitioned. Parliament against the Friendly Societies bill. 
04.00.48 A meeting of the Loyal Friendship Society in Ipswich, Suffolk 
petitioned Parliament against the Friendly Societies bill. 
04.00.49 A meeting of the Rutterley. Love Club in Ipswich petitioned 
Parliament against the Friendly Societies bill. 
04.00.50 A meeting of the Humane Shipwrecked Seamen's Soc,iety in Ipswich 
petitioned Parliament in opposition of the Friendly Societies 
bill. 
04.00.51 A meeting of a society in Northampton petitioned Parliament 
in opposition of the Friendly Societies bill. 
04.00.52 A nieeting.of a society in Northampton petitioned Parliament 
in opposition to the Friendly Societies bill. 
04.00.53 A meeting of a Friendly Society in Northampton which petitioned 
Parliament against the Friendly Societies bill. 
04.00.54 A meeting of a Friendly Society in Northampton which petitioned 
Parliament in opposition of the Frlendly Societies bill. 
04.00.55 A meeting of a Friendly Society in London which petitioned 
Parliament against the Friendly Societies bill. 
04.00.56 A meeting of a Friendly Society in London which petitioned 
Parliament opposing the Friendly Societies bill. 
04.00'.57 A meeting-of a Friendly Society in Bethnal Green, London which 
petitioned Parliament opposing the Friendly Societies bill. 
04.00.58 A meeting of a Friendly Society in Bethnal Green, London which 
petitioned Parliament opposing the Friendly Societies bill. 
04.00.60 A meeting of the Friends in Need Society in Northampton 
petitioned Parliament in opposition to the Friendly Societies 
bill. 
04.00.61 A meeting of the Roman Catholics in York decided to cooperate 
with the British Catholic Association to attain the establish- 
ment of religious liberty throughout the nation. 
05.01.01 A meeting of South American bondholders held in London to 
consider the propriety of soliciting governmental interfer- 
ence to promote their claims on the new Trans-Atlantic states. 
05.02.01 The inauguration dinner of London's new sheriff. 
05.03.01 The anniversary meeting in Freemason's Hall, London of 
the Anti-Slavery Society, in which they petitioned Parlia- 
ment for the abolition of slavery. 
05.07.01 A meeting in Manchester of Journeymen dyers endeavouring to 
obtain an advance in wages.. 
05.09.01 A number of men near Shrewsbury, Salop kindled a fire at a 
Prosecutor's house and threw stones and brickbats in at- 
his window. 
05.09.02 A delegation of country bankers meet in London with the Duke 
of Wellington seeking his approval of the recharter of the 
bank charter. 
05.09.03 A meeting in London of licensed victuallers for the pur- 
poses of effecting a union between all the bankers of the 
trade to further protect their common interest. 
05.11.01 An affray occurred in Barrack Yard, Hull, Chester when a 
number of constables attempted to arrest some soldiers who 
had been parties to an affray the previous night. 
05.12.01 A meeting in London of the united Committee for conducting 
the application to Parliament .for the repeal of the Test and 
Corporation Acts. It was resolved to thank members of 
Parliament for passing the repeal. 
05.13.01 A meeting in London of parishoners decides that-due to 
wasteful expenditures of their funds measures should be 
taken to.look into the situation. 
05.14.01 A meeting in London of the inhabitants discussed the new 
London Bridge. 
05.16.01 At a meeting in London of deputies from several congregations 
of Protestant dissenters appointed to protect their civil 
rights it was decided to solicit for the repeal of the 
Sacremental Test. 
05.16.02 A Strike of prisoners in Clerkenwell House of Corrections 
who refused to work any longer upon the tread-mill. 
05.17.01 The Protestant Society for Protection of Religious Liberty 
met in London and voted thanks to those who supported them 
and pledged to continue to work for religious liberty. 
05.17.02 An assembly of weavers in Kidderminister, Worchester attempted 
to prevent a weaver from working at a reduced rate. 
05.19.01 A delegation in Haverhill, Essex and .'$uffolk waited upon a 
magistrate and complained of having to buy provisions from 
their masters at high prices. 
05.19.02 A general meeting in Benthnal Green, London of the weaver's 
trade decided that the merits of the questioned as related 
to the Kidderminister weavers should go to the King's Bench. 
05.22.01 A meeting of the Mayor, Alderman, Common Council and livery in 
Nottingham; it was resolved to thank Parliament for the repeal 
of the Test and Corporation Acts. 
05.23.01 A meeting of delegates of'Friendly Societies in London 
discussed a communication from Mr. Purtman concerning the 
Friendly Societies bill. 
05.26.01 A meeting in London of the general body of Protestant 
dissenting ministers to consider the effect of the repeal 
of the Test and Corporation Acts. 
05.27.01 A meeting in London of Catholics of Ireland where thanks were 
voted to those who have helped their cause. 
05.27.02 A meeting in London of Friends to Purity of Election in 
which cheers were given to members of Parliament. 
05.28.01 The Pitt Club met in London to celebrate WiLliam Pitt's 
Birthday . 
05.28.02 The electors of Aylesbury met and celebrated the election of 
Lord Nugent on independent principles (favorable reaction to 
reform). 
05.31.01 The anniversary celebration in London of the Society for 
Superseding the ~ecessity of Climbing Boys in Sweeping 
Chimneys, in which they moved to recommend to Parliament 
the prevention of this horror. 
05.00.01 The Friendly Society of Carpenters in London petitioned 
Parliament against the Friendly Society bill. 
05.00.02 The members of the Congregational Church met in Glasgow and 
petitioned Parliament for the repeal of the Test and Corporation 
Acts. 
05.00.03 A public meeting in Liverpool petitioned Parliament requested 
the adoption of measures to prevent the practice of burning 
widows in India at the funeral piles of their husbands. 
05.00.04 An assembly in Norwich of Roman Catholics petitioned Parli- 
ament to have their rights considered. 
05.00.05 An assembly in Norwich of Roman Catholics petitioned Parli- 
ament to have their rights considered. 
05.00.06 The nieeting in New-Castle-Upon-Tyne of the Chamber of Commerce 
prayed for the House to consider the Small Notes bill and its 
effect . 
05.00.07 A congregation of Protestant Dissenters met in London and 
petitioned Parliament against any further concession to the 
Catholics. 
05.00.08 A meeting in Northampton of a Friendly Society petitioned 
Parliament against the Friendly Societies bill. 
06.02.01 A meeting in London of the freemen of Durham residing in 
London resolved to continue their support of the M.D. from 
their town. 
06.02.02 A disturbance in British-Gallery, London occurred when an 
officer entrusted with keeping order among a line of coaches 
was run down by an angry coachman. 
06.02.03 A meeting of British Catholics in London to receive the 
report of a committee which was reworking the rules of the 
Associations. 
06.03.01 A meeting in London of Durham freeholders, residing in 
London, to nominate another candidate in the upcoming election. 
06.05.01 A meeting in Smithfield, London of the freemen of Canterbury 
in which a committee was appointed to watch over the indepen- 
dence of the freemen in the prospective election. 
06.06.01 An affray in Windsor occurred in which a young Lord was 
attacked and died soon after. 
06.06.02 A meeting in St.-Paul's-Covent Garden, London of the parishion- 
ers in which attempts were made to end the dissention that 
had so long divided the Parish. 
06.08.01 An affray in Stepney, Middlesex occurred between several 
hundred Irishmen who then attacked anyone who came.across 
their path. 
06.09.01 A meeting in London of British Catholics to discuss the 
situation of resolutions and discussion occurring in 
Parliament. 
06.10.01 The parishoners met in Golden Square, London to consider 
affairs and maladministration of the select vestry. 
. .  
06.12.01 The East India Company gave a dinner of support in London 
to Lord Melville. 
06.13.01 A meeting in Chester of artisans petitioned Parliament 
praying for an alteration in the Corn laws. 
06.14.01 A meeting in London of the members of the British Catholic 
Association to consider rules and regulations of association. 
06.16.01 A disturbance in London occurred when a mob found out that 
a woman had attempted to hang her own daughter. 
06.17.01 A meeting in Stowmarket, Suffolk of ministers and deputies 
from dissenting congregations of the three denominations of 
the country were it was resolved to thank Sir John Russell 
for help on repeal of the Test and Corporation Acts. 
06.18.01 A Public Meeting in London called by the special committee on 
dissolving the select vestry to submit for consideration a 
report of the proceedings on a bill before Parliament on the 
dissolution. 
06.18.02 At the London celebration of the Anniversary of Waterloo 
the Duke of Wellington was cheered by the crowd. 
06.19.01 A festivai was held in London to celebrate the repeal of the 
Test and Corporation Acts. 
06.21.01 A meeting in London to establish a seminary for educating the 
youth of the Metropolis and imparting religious education. 
06.23.01 An assembly in Wareham, Dorset of ladies and gentlemen 
to celebrate the re-election of a member of Parliament. 
06.25.01 A meeting in London of deputies of several congregations of 
Protestant dissenters which petitioned against clauses in a 
bill that would give unconstitutional power to select vestries. 
06.27.01 The King was cheered by the inhabitants as he dis,embarked onto 
the quay in Dover. , 
06.29.01 An affray in Wambly, Middlesex between English and Irish 
haymakers in which one man was murdered. 
06.30.01 A meeting in Shef f ield, York which petitioned' Parliament 
strongly condemning the Additional Churches bill. 
06.00.01 A meeting in New-Castle-Upon-Tyne of a congregation of Unitarian 
Christians which petitioned Parliament in favor of Catholic claims. 
06.00.02 A meeting in London of the Welsh Calvinist Methodists to petition 
Parliament in favor of Catholic claims. 
06.00.03 A meeting of freeholders -.and wool-growers in Radnor which 
petitioned Parliament in favor of an increase in the duty 
on the importation of foreign wool. 
06.00.04 A meeting of the Congregation of the Calvinist's Worship in London 
which petitioned Parliament in favor of Catholic emancipation. 
06.00.05 A public meeting Liverpool which petitioned Parliament for 
the expansion of elective franchise. 
06.00.06 A meeting of Protestant Dissenters in St. George's in the East, 
Middlesex petitioned Parliament against Catholic emancipation. 
06.00.07 A public meeting in Worchester of citizens petitioned 
Parliament against the importation of gloves. 
06.00.08 A meeting in Birmingham, Warwick of Baptists petitioned Parlia- 
ment against the practice of widow burning in India. 
06.00.10 A meeting of inhabitants of Manchester where it was attempted . 
to vote in thebuilding of a church. 
06.00.11 A meeting of inhabitants of Manchester where it was attempted 
to vote in the building of a church. 
06.00.12 A meeting of inhabitants of Manchester where it was attempted 
to vote in the building of a church. 
07.02.01 A meeting was held Pn London to consider what measures should 
be taken to cooperate with the Catholics of Ireland in the strug- 
gle in the county of Clare. 
07.05.01 A meeting in London called by the proprietors of the Thames 
Tunnel Company to take under consideration the means of raising 
further funds. 
07.07.01 A meeting in Leeds, W. Riding, Yorkshire of parishoners to con- 
sider petitioning Parliament to control the power of taxing people 
without their consent. 
07.07.02 A disturbance occurred in Picadilly when a servant refused to 
sit in the proper area while awaiting their parties to exit 
from the Duke of Wellington's home. 
07.11.01 A public meeting was held in Manchester to originate a subscrip- 
tion in aid of Mr. O'Connell's election fund. 
07.12.01 A demonstration in Shrewsbury, Salop-in which Protestants marched 
through town to exhibit their opposition to Irish Papists. 
07.12.02 A meeting in Totness, Devon of Agriculturalists and others to 
. . ' .  consider the bill before Parliament to license cider retailers. 
07.14.01 A meeting i n  London of Tackle House and Ticke t  P o r t e r s  t o  thank 
t h e  governor of t h e  Socie ty ,  who was a M.P., f o r  h i s  a s s i s t a n c e  
i n  advoca t ing  t h e i r  cause. 
07.15.01 A meeting i n  London of The Members of Fr iendly  S o c i e t i e s  of Town 
. . and Country t o  appoin t  people who would d r a f t  a b i l l  t o  be sub- 
mi t t ed  t o  Parl iament  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e  r e g u l a t i o n  of such ' ' - .  
i n s t i t u t i o n s .  
07.15.02 The Committee of Fr iends  of C a t h o l i c  Emancipation met i n  London 
t o  d i spose  of r o u t i n e  bus ines s  and hear  Lord Rossmore. 
07.18.01 A d e l e g a t i o n  of S t r i k i n g  Weavers met i n  Kidderminster wi th  some 
of t h e  p r i n c i p a l  shopkeepers t o  d i s c u s s  a list of gr ievances 
from t h e  r e s t  of t h e  workers.  
07.20.01 An assembly of i n h a b i t a n t s  i n  Dartmouth, Devon cheered t h e  Lord 
Admiral a s  he landed a t  t h e  quay. 
07.21.01 A meeting i n  Southampton of The General  Assoc ia t ion  of The 
Fr iends  of  C i v i l  and Rel ig ious  L i b e r t y  t o  t a k e  i n t o  cons ide ra t ion  
t h e  necessary  s t e p s  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  of M r .  OtConnell .  
07.21.02 A meeting i n  Shroud, Kent of  Journeymen Weavers t o  express  t h e i r  
de te rmina t ion  t o  hold o u t  a g a i n s t  t h e  reduced p r i c e s .  
07.21.03 A meeting i n  t h e  S t rand ,  London of t h e  r e c e n t l y  formed Metropo- 
l i tan Pa roch ia l  Soc ie ty  t o  i n i t i a t e  a s u b s c r i p t i o n  - to  oppose t h e  
new Churches' Building Act. 
07.22.01 Two d i s tu rbances  occurred i n  Blackburn, Lancas te r  between s o l d i e r s ,  
cons t ab le s  and i n h a b i t a n t s  when t h e  s o l d i e r s  found ou t  t h a t  one 
of t h e i r  own was found g u i l t y  of t h e  murder of a young woman. 
07.23.01 A meeting i n  London of gentleman involved i n  t h e  s i l k  t r a d e  
where t h e  governmental p o l i c y  on s i l k  was discussed.  
07.30.01 A large assemblage in Plymouth, Devon watched the launching 
of :the new royal yacht and cheered the royal party. 
07.31.02  meetin in^ of inhabitants in Farringdon considered the watch- 
rate made by Alderman, etc. on the inhabitants of the Precient. 
07.00.01 A meeting in the Strand, London of the clergy, gentry, merchants 
and other inhabitants.petitioned Parliament for speedy action 
on the bill for the gradual abolition of slavery. 
07.00.02 As a result of a public meeting in Sheffield, York a petition 
was sent to Parliament opposing the continuation of slavery. 
07.00.03 As a result of a public meeting in Edinburgh a petition was sent 
to Parliament desiring the abolition of slavery. 
07.00.04 A meeting of Jews in Bristol, Gloucester petitioned Parliament 
praying for the right to the enjoyment of all civil rights. 
08.02.01 A meeting of persons in London interested in the wool trade 
to oppose regulatidns dn foreign wood imports. 
08.05.01 A disturbance occurred in London involving hackney coachmen, 
citizens, and police with people being hurt. The reason for 
the violence is unclear.' 
08.06.01 A committee consisting of rate payers from Birmingham held a 
meeting in Birmingham, Warvick to invite Mr. Tennyson to a pub- , . 
lic dinner asamark of respect for his "disinterested parliamen- 
t ary exert ions. I' 
08.12.01 The King's birthday was celebrated by the inhabitants of Ken- 
sington by opening the canal. This was followed by a.dinner 
in the evening. 
1 
08.14.01 A meeting of Hackney Coach and Chariotproprietors was held in 
London f o r  t h e '  purpose of . r e c e i v i n g  correspondence of Government 
concerned wi th  t h e  d i s t r e s s i n g  s t a t e  of t h e  bus iness .  
08.22.01 A second meet ing of gentlemen and nava l  o f f i c e r s  w a s  he ld  i n  t h e  
S t rand ,  London . t o . r e i n s t a t e  t h e  Duke of Clarence  a s  Lord High 
Admiral. 
08.22.02 A v e s t r y  meeting i n  S t .  P a u l ' s  Covent Garden, London a t tended  
by many parishion-e2s, ~. t o  conso l ida t e  t h e  s e v e r a l  Acts  which regu- 
l a t e  t h e  p a r i s h .  
08.26.01 There was a  pos t -pr ize- f igh t  brawl i n  Brent ford ,  Middlesex in-  
vo lv ing  s e v e r a l  members of t h e  two adve r se  p a r t i e s .  
08.26.02 A meeting was 'he ld  i n  London by " t o l e r a b l y  numerous': persons . t o  
p e t i t i o n  Par l iament  t o  extend a l l  r i g h t s  t o  Jews. 
08.27.01 A meeting i n  London of merchants and o t h e r s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  
t r a d e  of B r a z i l  and S. America t o  p e t i t i o n  t h e  government t o  
t a k e  measures t o  s t o p  pr ivacy  on B r i t i s h  v e s s e l s .  
08.29.01 Many peop le  assembled i n  Mold, F l i n t  around The Duke of Sussex 's  
c a r r i a g e ,  welcoming him wi th  loud demonst ra t ions  of l o y a l t y  and 
r e spec t .  
08.30.01 A meeting was he ld  i n  Queenborough, Kent w i t h  a  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
of Par l iament  and i n h a b i t a n t s  of Queenbourough t o  l e t  t h e  f i s h e r -  
men ven t  t h e i r  f e e l i n g s  and make r eques t s .  
08.30.02 A meeting was he ld  i n  Smi thf ie ld ,  London of persons i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  h igh  p r i c e s  of "grains".  Tlie purpose was t o  t r y  t o  o b t a i n  a  
r educ t ion  i n  t h e  p r i c e  of g r a i n s .  
09.01.01 Meeting i n  London of The Fr iends  of C i v i l  and Re l ig ious  L ibe r ty  
a t  which a  member of Parl iament  was cheered.  
09.03.01 Farmers coming t o  Dumfries t o  g e t  temporary . he lp ,  .were a t tacked  
by workers who wanted more pay. 
09.06.01 A B r i t i s h  man was k i l l e d  by Ir ishmen who stoned him a t  h i s  house 
i n  Pkmbroke; - 
09.07.01 There was an "affray" i n  P i c c a d i l l y  , Manchester between Irishmen 
and coach d r i v e r s  which r e s u l t e d  i n  persons being in ju red .  
09.09.01 Stones were thrown when Cons tab les  broke up a b u l l  b a i t i n g  s e s s i o n  
i n  Birmingham, Warwick. 
09.09.02 A pub l i c  d inne r  was held i n  Inve rnes s  t o  honor t h e  Honourable 
Char les  Grant.  
09.11.01 A meeting of oppressed pa r i shone r s  was held i n  The Vestry Room, 
S t .  Mary S t r a t f o r d ,  London t o  d i c u s s  law expenses and t o  appoin t  
a new committee of s e l e c t  v e s t r y  men. 
09.12.01 A pub l i c  d inner  w a s  given i n  Edinburgh by The Highland Club of 
' s co t l and  a s  a f a r e w e l l  p a r t y  t o  Gen. Stewart  who was l eav ing  t h e  
country.  
09.13.01 I n  Huntingdon, some boys threw s t o n e s  a t  a house, were l a t e r  
joined by men r e t u r n i n g  from a ba r ,  and a f i g h t  ensued between 
t h e s e  people and t h e  house i n h a b i t a n t s ,  r e s u l t i n g  i n  death.  , 
09.16.01 There was a parade i n  Denbigh as a r e c e p t i o n  f o r  The Duke of 
Sussex. 
09.16.02 A meeting was held i n  Maidstone, Kent by P r o t e s t a n t s  t o  e s t a b l i s h  
a c l u b  suppor t ive  of t h e  government, b a r r i n g  Cathol ic  emancipation. 
09.18.01 A meeting i n  London of The Liverymen . of,! t h e  Fishmonger's Co. 
was held t o  cons ider  and r e s t o r e  t h e i r  r i g h t s  and p r i v i l e g e s  
a s  Liverymen. 
09.23.01 Regent 's  Canal bargemen i n  London fought w i th  a  watchman when 
h e  came t o  t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  of a  woman they were bo the r ing .  
09.23.02 A mob of 'people i n  London th rea t ened  t h e  l i f e  of a c o u r t  i n -  
former wi th  v i o l e n t  a c t s .  
09.23.03 Coach d r i v e r s  block o f f  t h e : s t r e e t  i n  Lincoln l . s ' Inn  F i e l d s ,  London, 
caus ing  a  crowd t o  assemble and a  r i o t  ensues a s  people t r y  t o  
pas s  through t h e  a r e a .  
09.24.01 A v e s t r y  meeting w a s  h e l d  i n  S t .  P a u l ' s  Covent Garden a t tended  by 
many pa r i shone r s  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  d r a f t  of a  b i l l  t o  p u t  be fo re  t h e  
l e g i s l a t u r e  concerning the  s i m p l i f i c a t i o n  of pa roch ia l  government. 
09.25.01 A gene ra l  meeting of The Pa r i shone r s  w a s  he ld  i n  S t .  Mary, S t r a t -  
f o r d  Bone, London concerning t h e  i s s u e s  of v e s t r y  power, and a n t i -  
s e l e c t  v e s t r y .  
09.26.01 Fight ing  due t o  worker r i v a l r y  broke ou t  between Engl i sh  and I r i s h  
p o r t e r s  i n  Covent Garden, London. 
09.28 . O 1  A .meeting of t he  i n h a b i t a n t s  of The Bourough and t h e  towns of 
Weymouth & Melcombe was h e l d  due t o  t h e i r  d i scon ten t  over depriva- 
t i o n  of t he  r i g h t  t o  e l e c c  The Mayor. 
09.29.01 A meeting of The Livery was h e l d  i n  Common Ha l l ,  London t o  e l e c t  
t h e  Alderman .to s e r v e  as Lord Mayor. 
09.29.02 A meeting of t h e  s i lk-weavers  w a s  he ld  i n  Maccles f ie ld ,  Chester t o  
propose a  b i l l  f o r  r e g u l a t i o n  of wages i n  t h e  t e x t i l e  t r ade .  
09.30.01 A dinner  was h e l d  i n  Aldesgate-St. ,  London i n  suppor t  of t h e  newly 
e l e c t e d  s h e r i f f  by The Master and A s s i s t a n t s  of The 'company of 
Coopers . 
10.04.01 A pub l i c  b r e a k f a s t  was h e l d  i n  Manchester t o  honor M r .  Pee l .  
10.04.02 A t  a b r o t h e l ,  Soho, London, a f a t h e r  comes t o  t a k e  h i s  daughter  
away from t h e  p r o s t i t u t e s ,  and a r i o t  develops .between f a t h e r  
and p r o s t i t u t e s .  
10.05.01 A mob ga thered  around t h e  s t o r e  of a fo re igne r  i n  Regent S t . ,  
London, and threw rocks ,  f o r  - reasons  unc lear .  
, . 
10.06.01 A d inne r  meeting was held i n  Manchester i n  honor of Mr. Pee l ,  
and t h e  P r o t e s t a n t  i s s u e  was d iscussed .  
- 
L-- - - - - - - . - - - ., 
10.06.02 A pub l i c  b r e a k f a s t  i n  honor of Mr. Peel  was-g iven  i n  Bolton, 
Lancaster .  
10.08.01 Crowd gathered and cheered M r .  Pee l ,  followed by a d inner  i n  h i s  
honor i n  Liverpool ,  Lancashir  e.  
10.09.01 A c a s e  was heard i n  Rochford, E s s e x ,  a t tended  by many l o c a l  
fa rmers ,  concerning poaching and s t r i c t  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of t h e  
hunt ing laws. 
10.09.02 TheCheshi~eWhig  Club met i n  The Royal Hotel  i n  Chester and 
cheered a M.P. 
10.11.'01 There w a s  a f i g h t  i n  t h e  Barking Church Yard, London involving,  
two drunken men, around which a crowd ga thered;  t h e  two men then  
turned on t h e  crowd. 
10.13.01 A mob i n  Beverley,  York pursued .one man, who had informed on Z 
coach d r i v e r s  who were f i n e d .  The mob then  burn t  t h e  c a r t  and 
.. . broke house windows of a man a l l eged  t o  be  t h e  f i r s t  t o  r a i s e  
t h e  p r i c e  of f l o u r .  
10.13.02 A crowd gathered around t h e  house of Mr. Green i n  Newton, Cumber- 
land  broke windows and t h e  door and threa tened  M r .  Green's l i f e  
i n  anger  about  t h e  Greens'' daughter'sdeath,'su~pected t o  be a t  
t h e  hands o f  t h e  pa ren t s .  
10.18.01 A meeting of t h e  Surrey Aux i l i a ry  Anti-Slavery Socie ty  was held 
a t  t h e  Spread Eagle Inn,  i n  Epsom, where p e t i t i o n s  were drawn up 
t o  p re sen t  t o  Parl iament .  
10.21.01 A meeting of n o b i l i t y ,  c l e r g y  and g e n t r y  was held i n  Aylesbury, 
Buckinghamshire, t o  form t h e  Brunswick C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Club, t o  op- 
pose any f u r t h e r  concessions t o  t h e  Ca tho l i c s .  
10.21.02 Af t e r  being outvoted a t  a town meeting i n  Kent.  concerning corn laws,  
a group of people went t o  a l o c a l  t ave rn  and broke windows. 
10.24.01 A g e n e r a l  meeting of t h e  Brunswick Club was held i n  Penenden Heath, 
Maidstone, ~ e n t ,  t h e  main i s s u e  being Ca tho l i c  Emancipation. 
10.25.01 A t r i a l  took p l a c e  i n  Queenborough; Kent, a t tended  by many f i s h e r -  
men and mar iners ,  involving p r o t e s t s  of t h e  infr ingement  on t h e i r  
r i g h t s .  
10.27.01 A "mutiny" broke ou t  a t  t h e  Royal M i l i t a r y  College i n  Sandhurst,  
Berkshi re ,  r e s u l t i n g  i n  woods, summer house and hedges being burn t  
by t h e  s t u d e n t s .  
10.28.01 A meeting i n  Aylesbury, Buckingham, of t h e  n o b i l i t y ,  c l e r g y  and 
g e n t r y  t o  cons ider  t h e  formation of a Brunswick C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  
Club f o r  t h a t  county. 
10.30.01 A g r i c u l t u r a l  poor "gleaned f i e l d s "  dur ing  ha rves t .  A meeting w a s  
then  held i n  Halesworth, Suf fo lk ,  by p rope r ty  owners t o  form an  
a s s o c i a t i o n  f o r  p r o t e c t i o n  of proper ty  and prosecut ion  of t h e  
t h i e v e s .  
10.31.01 A meeting w a s  held i n  Maidstone by t h e  Kent Brunswick Club. The is- 
sues  .were main ta in ing  a P r o t e s t a n t  - c o n s t i t u t i o n  and excluding Cath- 
o l i c s .  
11.03 ..01 A d inne r  was given by t h e  F r i ends  of Civil: and Rel ig ious  ,L iber ty  a t  
t h e  Lond'on -Tavern f o r  Mr. S h e i l  f c l lowing  Penenden Heath. 
11.03.02 A meeting i n  Brickland,  Middlesex, of The Silk-Weavers of S p i t a l -  
f i e l d s  t o  r e c e i v e  a r e p o r t  of a committee on p ro t ec t ing  t h e  s i l k  
t r a d e  from f o r e i g n  imports .  
- ~ 
. -~ -- 
11.03.03 Aft-er t h e  woolen manufac turers  of Saddleworth, York,.began to-pay 
wages i n  kind,  t h e  l a b o r e r s  formed a union t o  r e s i s t  it. A s t r i k e  
ensued. Threa ts  were made on both s i d e s ,  and a boy was n e a r l y  
k i l l e d  by s t r i k e r s  because h i s  f a t h e r  r e fused  t o  j o i n  t h e  combina- 
t ion.  
11.05.01 A meeting i n  Newton Abbot, Devonshire, of t h e  Brunswickers aga ins t  
Ca tho l i c  c laims.  
- -  _ __---I 
11.05.02 A meeting of i n h a b i t a n t s  of Newton Abbot, Devonshire, p e t i t i o n e d  
a g a i n s t  Cathol ic  c laims.  
11.06.01 A v e s t r y  meeting was held i n  S t .  P a u l ' s  Covent Garden, London, 
t o  e l e c t  t h r e e  persons t o  f i l l  vacancies  on The Board of Commis- 
s i o n e r s ,  and t o  t r a n s a c t  o t h e r  p a r i s h  bus iness .  
11.10.01 A meeting of t h e  members of The B r i t i s h  Ca tho l i c  Assoc ia t ion  i n  
Freemason's Ha l l ,  London, p e t i t i o n e d  Par l iament  i n  favor  of 
Ca tho l i c  c laims.  
11.10.02 The i n h a b i t a n t s  of London c e l e b r a t e d  The Lord Mayor's inaugura t ion .  
11.10.03 A pub l i c  meeting i n  Leeds, W. R2ding., t o  e s t a b l i s h  an Assoc ia t ion  
of P r o t e s t a n t  p r i n c i p l e s  t o  r e s i s t  a 1 l : c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  concessions 
on p o l i t i c a l  p r i n c i p l e s  t o  Roman Ca tho l i c s ;  
11.14.01 A d inne r  -was given a t  The Albion Tavern i n  London, by t h e  Eas t  . 
I n d i a  Company t o  H i s  Ma jes ty ' s  m i n i s t e r s  on t h e  occas ion .of  t h e  
appointment of Lord Ellenborough t o  t h e  o f f i c e  of p re s iden t  of 
The Board of Control .  
11.14.02 A meeting on Ludgate H i l l ,  London, of t h o s e  connected wi th  t h e  
O i l  and Drug Trade t o  adopt  a d d i t i o n a l  measures f o r  t h e  pro tec-  
t i o n  of t h e i r  i n t e r e s t s .  
11.14.03 A pub l i c  d inne r  w a s  held a t  Ramsgate, Kent, c a l l e d  f o r  t h e  purpose 
of avowing P r o t e s t a n t  ascendancy i n  church and state. S i r  Edward 
Knatchbullwas cheered by t h e  assembled c i t i z e n s .  
11.17.01 A pub l i c  meeting i n  t h e  London. Tavern, t o  cons ider  t h e  b e s t  
method of a i d i n g  t h e  s u f f e r i n g  r e f u g e e s ' o f  Spain and I t a l y .  
11.18.01 A pub l i c  meeting was held i n  Exeter ,  Devonshire, t o  p e t i t i o n  Par- 
l iament  a g a i n s t  f u r t h e r  concessions t o  t h e  Cathol ics .  
11.24.01 The i n h a b i t a n t s  of t h e  a r e a  n e a r  Windsor gree ted  t h e  King wi th  
cheers .  
11.24.02 A meeting of t h e  manufac turers  and vendors of fancy goods w a s  held 
on Ludgate H i l l ,  London, t o  cons ider  p e t i t i o n i n g  H i s  Majesty t o  
cur  t a i l  gene ra l  mournings. 
11.24.03 An Anti-Cathol ic  meeting i n  Manchester of t h e  Brunswick Club which 
p e t i t i o n e d  Par l iament  a g a i n s t  any concessions t o  Cathol ics .  
11.24..04 A t  a meeting i n  Nottingham of  t h e  Lace Trade, i t  w a s  resolved t o  
con f ine  working t h e  l a c e  machines t o  e i g h t  hours  a day. 
11.25.01 A,meeting of gentlemen, mechanics and a r t i s a n s  of L e i c e s t e r  t o  pro- 
mote t h e  cause of c i v i l  and r e l i g i o u s  l i b e r t y .  
11.25.02 A meeting of Ca tho l i c s  was he ld  i n  t h e  Mechanics' I n s t i t u t i o n ,  
Manchester, t o  cons ider  Parl iament  f o r  t h e  r e p e a l  of t h e  laws a f -  
f  e c t i n g  them. 
11.25.03 A meeting of bankers ,  merchants and o t h e r s  a t  t h e  London Tavern, 
where they  decided t o  a i d  I t a l i a n  and Spanish re fugees .  
11.26.01 A meeting of i n h a b i t a n t s  was held i n  Cr ipplega te ,  London, t o  con- 
s i d e r  t h e  b e s t  means of a t t a i n i n g  c o n t r o l  of t h e  management of 
t h e i r  pa roch ia l  a f f  a i r s  and expendi tures .  
11.27.01 A scheduled .meet ing a t  . t h e  Guild Hall ' ,  -..in Worcester,  of t h e  
Brunswick Club was d i s rup ted  by Ca tho l i c s  a n d . L i b e r a 1  Pro tes -  
t a n t s .  
I 11.28.01 A meeting a t  t h e  London Tavern of Colombian~bondholders.  t o  con- 
s i d e r  a document s igned by t h e  vice-counsel of Colombia - -- - 
- - 
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11.28.02 The c e l e b r a t i o n  i n  ~ o r w i c h ,  of  t h e  opening of t h e  new corn ex- 
change was a t t ended  by t h e  opu len t  landowners and s u b s t a n i a l  
Yeomanry . 
12.01.01 A meeting w a s  held i n  Caernarvon, t h e  i s s u e  being Cathol ic  c laims.  
12.02.01 I n  response  t o  a r e q u i s i t i o n ,  Che Mayor held a meeting i n  Plymouth, 
Devonshire,  t o  d i s c u s s  p e t i t i o n i n g  t h e  King f o r  a i d  t o  t h e  Portu- 
guese r e fugees .  
12.05.01 A meeting. w a s  he ld  i n  Leeds, W.R. , t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  Cathol ic  
ques t ion ,  i n  f avo r  of Ca tho l i c  emancipation and to l e rance .  
12.10.01 A group of tradesmen and hote l -keepers  gathered i n  London, t o  
apply  t o  t h e  Mag i s t r a t e  f o r  a warrant  t o  apprehend a swindler .  
12.11.01 A p u b l i c  d inne r  i n  Windsor, Berkshi re ,  w a s  given t o  welcome 
t h e  King. 
12.11.02 A meeting of p a r i s h  householders  i n  F l e e t  S t r e e t ,  London, t o  
d i s c u s s  cr ime and demand change i n  p a r i s h  watch. 
12.12.01 A meeting was held i n  Aldgate; London, by i n h a b i t a n t s  t o  nominate 
cand ida t e s  f o r  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  i n  common counc i l .  
12.14.01 A s  a s h i p  was towed ou t  of t h e  harbor i n  Dover, by one of H i s  
Ma jes ty ' s  v e s s e l s ,  bugles  played,  and a crowd gathered and 
cheered.  
12..14.02 There was a n  a t tempted '  j a i l b r e a k  from The County. Gaol, i n  Lei- 
c e s t e r  , which involved ' i n j u r y  t o  t h e  guards.  
12.16.01 30-40 poachers  i n  P o t t e r t o n ,  York, w i t h  guns and bludgeons 
a s s a u l t e d  t h e  gamekeeper and s t o l e  game. 
12.16.02 1 5  poachers  i n  Clarendon, W i l t s h i r e ,  a t t a c k e d . t h e  gamekeepers. 
12.17.01 A meeting of t h e  par i shoners  was held i n  Westminster,  London, 
t o  hear  r e p o r t  of t h e  committee who were i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h e  
a l l e g e d  co r rup t ion  of t h e  s e l e c t  v e s t r y .  
12.17.02 Two resurrection-men who were be'ing t r anspor t ed  were a s sau l t ed  
by o b j e c t s  thrown- by an  assembled mob on Lambeth S t . ,  London. 
12.18.01 A meeting was held i n  Totness ,  Devonshire,  by t h e  c l e r g y  of t h e  
Archdeaconry was held t o  p e t i t i o n  both Houses a g a i n s t  making 
f u r t h e r  c o n c e s s i o n s t o t h e  Roman Ca tho l i c s .  
12.18.02 A p u b l i c  meet ing was held i n  Manchester a s  a r e s u l t  of a r e -  
q u i s i t i o n  t o  prevent  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  of l o c a l  n o t e  currency.  
12.18.03 20 poachers  on ,  t h e  E s t a t e  of M r .  Wilkes,  Wenden L o f t s ,  Essex, 
k i l l e d  game, and then sho t  a t  game-keeper. 
12.19.01 Poachers i n  Lee Wood, Elmden, Exxes, th rea tened  gamekeepers, 
and sho t  and s t o l e  many pheasants .  
12.19.02 A cou r t . . c a se  was heard i n  Warwick, concerning poaching and 
shoot ing  of t h e  gamekeeper. 
12.19.03 Case was t r i e d  i n  Manchester, involv ing  1 2  c o t t o n  sp inne r s  f o r  
a t u rnou t  t o  r e c e i v e  h igher  wages. 
12.21.01 Four men were observed g rave  robbing i n  Clerkenwell ,  London, 
and were then  a s sau l t ed  by a mob "with g r e a t  violence".  
12.21.03 Poaching i n  t h e  preserves  of E.R. P r a t t ,  Royston, Norfolk, by 
"despera te  . .gang . of poachers". 
12.22.01 E l e c t i o n  of common councilmen i n  Holborn, London, by t h e  Ward 
of Fa r r ing ton  without .  
12.22.02 The L i b e r a l  p a r t y  of Kent he ld  a d inner  i n  Maidstone t o  show 
t h e i r  support  of pro-Catholic c laims.  
12.22.03 E l e c t i o n  of t h e  Cr ipp lega te  Ward i n  London was he ld ,  which a l s o  
involved c i t i z e n s  p r o t e s t i n g  t h e  jo in ing  .of  ward m a t t e r s  w i t h  
church,  and oppressed t h e  se l ec t -ves t ry  system; 
12.22.04 A e l e c t i o n  of f i v e  r e s i d e n t s  t o  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  ward i n  common 
counc i l  took p l ace  i n  Portsoken,  London. 
12.22.05 S i r  James Graham v i s i t e d  t h e  f r e e h o l d e r s  i n  t h e  market p l ace  in  
Wigton, York. 
12.22.06 An e l e c t i o n  of members t o  s e r v e  on t h e  common co.unci1 i n  Cord- 
w a i n e r ' s  Ward, London, i n  which thanks  were voted t o  an Alderman. 
12.22.07 A wardmote was held i n  Bishop's  g a t e ,  London, t o  e l e c t  t h e  common 
councilmen f o r  t h e  ensuing year .  
12.22.08 A meeting i n  Charl ton Row, Manchester, of i n h a b i t a n t s  t o  cons ider  
what s t e p s  should be  taken concerning t h e  r e c e n t  surcharges  i n  
house t axes .  
12.23.01 A meeting was held i n  t h e  Freemason's Tavern, London, i n  support  
of s u r g i c a l  reform, and t o  g i v e  support  and approval  t o  Walely. 
12.23.02 A crowd of f r eeho lde r s  gathered i n  P e n r i t h ,  Cumberland, t o  hear  
S i r  James Graham. 
12.23.03 An a f f r a y  i n  Newham ~ a d d o c k s ,  Northampton, between poachers and 
t h e  game-keeper. took p l a c e , ' . r e s u l t i n g  i n  t h e '  shoot ing  of one 
game-keeper ; 
12.23.04 Poachers on t h e  p rope r ty  of t h e  E a r l  of Stanford of Warrington, 
Ayreshire, .  were t r i e d '  f o r  shoot ing a t  t h e  game-keeper . 
12.24.01 An e l e c t i o n  of r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  f o r  t h e  ward of Cr ipplega te  Without 
i n  London was held.  The open v e s t r y  cand ida t e s  were v i c t o r i o u s  
over  t h e  s e l e c t .  Violence erupted among t h e  cand ida t e s ,  and a 
blow was s t r u c k  by one. 
- 
-/--- 
12.24.02 An e l e c t i o n  f o r  ward r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  i n  Bishop's  g a t e  Ward, 
r - 
London, t o  common counc i l  was held.  
12.24.03 A poaching i n c i d e n t  on Edwin C o r b e t t ' s  p l ace ,  Darnhal l ,  Chester ,  
' i 
w i t h  t h e  gamekeeper being shot  a t .  
12.24.04 S i r  James Graham m e t  w i th  f r e e h o l d e r s  a t  t h e  market p l ace  i n  
Brampton, Cumberland. 
. . .. . . . . .. . . 
12.24.05 A e l e c t i o n  was he ld  i n  Dowgate Ward, London, f o r  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
f o r  t h e  ward i n  common counc i l .  Thanks was a l s o  g iven  t o  repre-  
f 
s e n t a t i v e s  of t h e  previous yea r .  
12.24.06 E lec t ion  i n  Coleman S t .  Ward,  ond don, f o r  common councilman i n  
which thanks were voted t o  t h e  Ward.' s Alderman. 
12.25.01 .An a f f r a y  between poachers and gamekeepers' occurred on John White 's  
manor,Motley-Moor; n e a r ' H a y f i e l d ,  Derbyshire.  
12.25.02 An a f f r a y  i n  Portmouth, between s o l d i e r  and s a i l o r s  occurred ,  
wi th  one person being k i l l e d ,  and o t h e r s  s e r i o u s l y  in ju red .  
12.26.01 Men who were re fused  g i n  a t  Seymour arms, i n  London; broke win- 
downs. They were augmented by 4-500 o t h e r  Irishmen, and ended 
up bea t ing  people who !'came..in t h e i r  way". 
12.26.02 An a f f r a y  between game-keepers and poachers  occurred on t h e  Duke 
of Bedford's proper ty ,  L id ington ,  .Bed fordshire . . '  
12.27.01 A meeting i n  Sidmou th., Devonshir e ,  was a t  tended by "respec t a b l e  
gentlemen of Devonl' i n  support  of Ca tho l i c  Emancipation, and a 
p e t i t i o n  t o  submit t o  t h e  House of Commons was drawn up. 
12.27.02 Mobs gathered a t  t h e  Watch House i n  W i l t s h i r e  and threa tened  harm 
t o  t h e  w i f e  of an .  accused murderer.  
12.29.01 A meeting was held i n  Queenborough, Kent, t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  d i s t r e s s -  
i ng  s i t u a t i o n  of no work i n  t h e  f i s h e r i e s .  
12.29.02 An a f f r a y  a t  t h e  Cholmondeley C a s t l e ,  Cheshire,  between poachers 
and game-keepers w h i c h . r e s u l t e d  i n  a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  people being 
sho t .  
12.29.03 ' A pub l i c  meeting w a s  held i n  Blackburn, Lancashire ,  f o r  t h e  pur- 
pose of p e t i t i o n i n g  Parl iament  f o r  t h e  r e p e a l  of r e l i g i o u s  laws 
i n h i b i t i n g  l i b e r t y .  
12.29.04 A game-keeper was a t t acked  by poachers  i n  Dunham.Mussey, Cheshire.  
12.30.01 A meeting was held i n  Knutsford,  Cheshire ,  of t h e  c l e r g y  and f r e e -  
ho lders .  A p e t i t i o n  was drawn a g a i n s t  any f u r t h e r  concessions t o  
t h e  Cathol ics .  
12.31.01 An i n c i d e n t  between poachers and game-keepers occurred i n  Stanney 
Wood, Cheshire.  The game-keeper w a s  t h rea t ened ,  but  no s h o t s  . 
were f i r e d .  Game w a s  s t o l e n .  
APPENDIX 
D e t a i l s  on t h e  D i s t r i b u t i o n  and C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of 1828 ' s  Content ious 
Gatherings 
. . -- - - 
P r i o r  t o  e n t e r i n g  t h e  d a t a  t h a t  p e r t a i n  t o  an event  i n t o  t h e  computer 
f i l e s  (coding) ,  we t a k e  an  in t e rmed ia t e  s t e p .  Each event  is  broken down in-  
t o  FORMATIONS and ACTION PHASES. Formations a r e  t h e  b a s i c  groups involved 
i n  t h e  event ;  they  a r e  separa ted  (denoted) on t h e  b a s i s  of being t h e  makers 
of c la ims  o r  being t h e  o b j e c t s  of another  format ion ' s  claim. Action phases 
a r e  t h e  chronologica l  l i s t i n g  of t h e  major a c t i o n s  tak ing  p l a c e  i n - t h e  . 
event  -- before ,  du r ing ,  and a f t e r  -- t h a t  r e l a t e  t o  t h e  c la ims  t h a t  t h e  
format i ons  a r e  making and/or  r ece iv ing  . 
This  appendix f i r s t  con ta ins  a  l i s t i n g  of coun t i e s  i n  Great  B r i t a i n  
no t ing  how many con ten t ious  ga the r ings  were enumerated f o r  each (Table A-1). 
Table A-1 a l s o  p r e s e n t s  t h e  1831 popula t ion  f i g u r e s  by county and shows 
t h e  r a t e  of con ten t ion  per  one hundred thousand populat ion.  Table A-2 pre- 
s e n t s  some d e t a i l e d  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of our  enumeration of formations and ac- 
t i o n  phases. Table A-3 n o t e s  format ions  t h a t  a r e  enumerated f r equen t ly  and 
geographical  d i s t r i b u t i o n s  of c la im makers and formations t h a t  a r e  t h e  ob- 
j e c t s  of c laims.  
J u s t  who were t h e s e  format ions  t h a t  we enumerated? Table A-3 a l s o  
g ives  u s  a  l ook  a t  t h e  more frequent ly-appearing groups and p re sen t s  t h e  f o r -  
mations i n  numerical-ranking. A F r i end ly  SocPety was.one of t h e  main groups 
noted i n  an  event  du r ing  our  enumeration process ,  e i t h e r  making o r  r ece iv ing  
c la ims  46 t imes;  Ca tho l i c s  occurred 20 t imes;  Freeman 12. Par l iament ,  men- 
t ioned 158 t imes,  w a s  t h e  l a r g e s t  s i n g l e  formation noted i n  t h e  event  f i l e s .  
This  was due t o  t h e i r  p r o ~ i n e n t  n a t i o n a l  p o s i t i o n .  Parl iament  was l i s t e d  
t h r e e  t imes o f t e n e r  than  b e n e f i t  s o c i e t i e s ;  s o l d i e r s  were noted ha l f  a s  of -  
t e n  a s  Freemen but  25 t imes fewer than  Par l iament ,  and s o  on: 
The next  s t e p  i n  ana lyz ing  formations was t o  l ook  a t  t h e  e i g h t  pre- 
v i o u s l y  mentioned geographic a r e a s ,  and then  t o  t a k e  t h e  even t s  enumerated 
f o r  t hose  a r e a s  and d i v i d e  them up between those  making and those  r ece iv ing  
claims.  These r e s u l t s  a r e  i n  Tables  A-4 through A-11. These d e l i n e a t i o n s  
show u s  t h a t  Parl iament  i s  a l s o  t h e  most f r equen t  o b j e c t  of c la ims;  over 65 
c la ims  o r i g i n a t e d  i n  Middlesex county, n i n e  i n  Lancashi re ,  e i g h t  i n  Scot- 
l and ,  s i x  i n  Hampshire, f i v e  i n  Dorset ,  t h r e e  i n  Wales, and 67 from o the r  
a r e a s  (Other England). Th i s  shows u s  t h a t  most of t h e  c la ims  made were a t  
t h e  n a t i o n a l  l e v e l  of a c t i o n .  Most of t h e  o the r  t op  r e c e i v e r s  of c la ims  
were a l s o  a t  t h e  n a t i o n a l  l e v e l :  M r .  P e e l ,  t h e  King, t h e  Duke of Wellington. 
Sca t t e r ed  o t h e r  l o c a l  i s s u e s  a r e  a l s o  noted a s  f r equen t  o b j e c t s  of c laims:  
t h e  v e s t r y  i s s u e  can be  seen a s  v o l a t i l e  i n  Middlesex, where t h e  s e l e c t  ves- 
t r y  was noted 1 8  t i m e s  a s  an o b j e c t  of c laims.  A s  t o  makers of c la ims ,  t h e  
most common group was simply t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s .  Such s p e c i f i c  groups a s  Pro t -  
e s t a n t  D i s sen te r s  o r  e l e c t o r s  were a l s o  common c la im makers. However, t h e  
m a j o r i t y  of c la ims  were made by groups o r  i n d i v i d u a l s  who were only  occa- 
s i o n a l  a c t o r s ,  making c la ims  once o r  twice.  (Note: a l l  t a b u l a t i o n s  were 
done by hand; any omissions o r  e r r o r s  a r e  pu re ly  computat ional  i n  n a t u r e . )  
Table A-1 







5. CheshireIChes t e r  
6. Cornwall 
7. Cumberland 
8 .  Derby 
9. Devon 
10.  Dorset 
11. Durham 
12. Essex 
13. Gloucester  
14.  Hampshire/Southampton 
15. Hereford 




20. Le ices t e r  
21. Lincoln 
'Events 1831 
Enumerated Populat ion 
# of C G s  
per '100,000 





















40. York ER 
41. York NR 







1831 # of .CGs 




~ e n b i g h  
F l i n t  
Glamorgan 






A r g u s / ~ o r f a r  
Argyle 








E. ~o th ian /Hadd ing ton  
F i f e s h i r e  
Inverness 
Kincard i n e  
Kinross 













# of C G s  
















76. Orkney & Shetland 
77. Peebles 
78. Pe r th  
79. Renfrew 
80. Ross & Cromarty 
81. Roxburgh 
82. Se lk i rk  
83. Shetland 
84. S t i r l i n g  
85. Sutherland 
86. W. Lothian, Linlithgow 
87. Wigtown 





















# of CGS 

















IUP: B r i t i s h  Parliamentary Papers (Shannon, I r e land ,  1968). 
Comparative account of the  population of Great B r i t a i n  i n  
t h e  years  1801, 1811, 1821, 1831. 
Table A-2 
Table A-3 
Alphabet ica l  L i s t i n g  of Formations Mentioned More than  Twice i n  Enumeration 
of 1828 Content ious Gatherings 
Band 5 Ir ishmen 1 2  
B a p t i s t s  3 Jews 4 
Benef i t  Soc ie ty  (same a s  King 
Fr iendly  Socie ty ,  Soc ie ty)  46 Mag i s t r a t e s  
Brunswickers 
Bystanders 





Chamber of Commerce 
M i n i s t e r s  5 
Church (and s t a t e )  
N o b i l i t y  5 
C i t i z e n s  
O f f i c i a l s  (Church Wardens, 
Clergy 4 A u t h o r i t i e s )  22 
Coachmen 6 Par  1 iament 158 
Commissioners 5 : P e e l ,  M r .  4 
Committee(s) 1 5  Poachers  2 0 
Common Council (Aldermen) 8 P r i s o n e r s  6 
Corder, M r .  3 Pro-Cathol ics  (Fr iends  of 
Ca tho l i c s )  
Court ( T r i a l  , Inqu i ry ,  3 
Examinat ion)  1 3  P r o p r i e t o r s  4 
Crowd 8 P r o t e s t a n t s  3 
Deputat ion/Delegates  5 S h e r i f f .  3 
D i r e c t o r s  4 S o l d i e r s  (Mi l i t a ry )  6 
D i s sen te r s ,  P r o t e s t a n t  2 9 Sugden, M r .  6 
Duke of Sussex 3 U n i t a r i a n s  3 
Duke of Wellington 








Graham, S i r  James 
Halcomb 
Hunt 
I n h a b i t a n t s  
I n h a b i t a n t s  (Queenborough) 
9 Ves t ry  8 
9 Ves t ry ,  Open.(Anti-Vestry) 4 
3 Ves t ry ,  S e l e c t  1 8  
4 V i c t u a l l e r s  3 
12  Weavers 7 
1 9  Weyland , Major 3 
GBS 10-14-77 
411 Events 
Table A-3, P a r t  T I  
Formations L i s t ed  by Numerical Rank (Times Enumerated) 
Parl iament  158 Band 5 
Benef i t  S o c i e t i e s  4 6  Commissioners 5 
I n h a b i t a n t s  
Constables  
46  ~ e ~ u t a t i o n s / ~ e l e g a t e s '  5 
38 Halcomb 5 
Di s sen te r s ,  P r o t e s t a n t  29 Masters 5 
Mag i s t r a t e s  
Government 
O f f i c i a l s  
Mayor 
Ca tho l i c s  
poachers  
Gamekeepers 
Vestry,  s e l e c t  
Committee ( s )  
27 . Mini s t e r s  
25 Nob i l i t y  
22 Clergy 
21 Di rec to r s  
20 Fishermen 
20 Jews 
1 9  Pee l ,  M r .  
1 8  Vestry,  Open 
1 5  B a p t i s t s  
Court 1 3  C i t i z e n s  3 
Freemen/Freeholders 1 2  ChamKer of Commerce 3 
Irishmen 1 2 .  Church (and s t a t e )  3 
Duke of Wellington 9 Corder, M r .  3 
E l e c t o r s  
Gentlemen 
King 
Common Council  
Crowd 
Ves t ry  
Brunswickers 
weavers 
~ o r k e r s / ~ a b o r e r s  
Bystanders  
Coachmen 
P r i s o n e r s  
Sugden., M r .  
S o l d i e r s  
9 Duke of Sussex 3 
9 Farmers 3 
Gas Company 




P r o t e s t a n t s  
Slier i f f  
Un i t a r i ans  
V i c t u a l l e r s  
Weyland , Major 




Burde t t ,  M r .  2 
French, M r .  2 
Fenn, M r .  2 
Gentry 2 
Hardinge, M r .  2 
I n h a b i t a n t s ,  Leeds 2 
I n h a b i t a n t s ,  Liverpool 2 
Johnson, M r .  2 
Lord Mayor 2 
Lord High Admiral 2 
Livery 2 
Manufacturers 2 
O'Connell, M r .  2 
Owen, D r .  2 
Phys ic ians  2 
Purp les  2 
Repor te rs  2 
Roach, M r .  2 
Robertson, M r .  2 
Spring,  M r .  2 
Traf ford  2 
Turner 2 
Tradesmen 2 
W i l l i a m s ,  M r .  2 
Table A-4 : Formations, Frequency of Enumerations 
Lancashire:  27 Events  Enumerated 
Formations Making Claim Frequency Formations Object  of Claim Frequency 
I n h a b i t a n t s ,  gene ra l  9 Par l iament  9 
I n h a b i t a n t s ,  Manchester 3 Mr. P e e l  8 
Comrades of James Hughes 
( s o l d i e r s )  
Gent 1 emen 
Roman Ca tho l i c s  
Someone 
I n h a b i t a n t s  , Liver  pool 
O f f i c e r s  
Crowd 
Brunswickers 
Mr. Huskisson 's  f r i e n d s  
- 
Vagabonds, Irishmen and 
coach d r i v e r s  2 
Whig P a r t y  1 
Mayor and B a i l i f f s  1 
M r .  Turner 1 
Rev. Shepard 1 
Colonel Williams 1 
Chamber of Manufacturers 
of Manchester 1 
Bolton Church and King Club 1 
Phys ic ians  1 
Medical gentlemen 1 
C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  F r i end ly  
Soc ie ty  1 
Fr i end ly  Soc ie ty  1 
Dyers 1 
James Hughes 
P o l i c e  
"The Company" 
Merchants 
"Doher ty"  
E l e c t o r s  of Liverpool  
Commissioners 
M r .  Huskisson 
Government 




I r i s h  Ca tho l i c s  - 
0 ' Connell  
I n h a b i t a n t s  
Large mob 
Ann   orris 
Guards 
James Hughes 
Coach d r i v e r s  
M r .  Thomas Hoyle and family 
P o l i c e  
vagabonds, cbach d r i v e r s  
I r ishmen,  i n d i v i d u a l s  
P a p i s t s  
C a t h o l i c s  
O'Connell and Catholic.Asso-. 
c i a t  i o n  
King 's  m i n i s t e r s  






Magi s t r a t e s  1 
Table A-5: Scot land:  1 5  Events  Enumerated 
Formations Making Claim Frequency Formations Obj e c t  of Claim Frequency 
Gas company 2 Par l iament  8 
The Soc ie ty  2 Mr. P e t l i f o u r  2 
I n h a b i t a n t s  
Mob 
Workers Shearing Asso-r 
c i a t i o n  




2 Mag i s t r a t e  
Monopoly of Gas Company 
S e c r e t a r y  of S t a t e  
King 
1 
Son of Lord P res iden t  Hope 1 
1 
Magi s t r a t e s  and Town 
Yeomanry cava l ry  1 Council  1 
B a p t i s t  Church 1 Cons tab les  and o t h e r s ,  
Persons 1 
M r .  A. Black, M r .  W.. Black 1 
Presby te r i an ,  Episcopal ian ,  Farmer from Kirkconnel 1 
i n h a b i t a n t s  of Glasgow 1 Crowd (workers) 1 
Clergymen 1 Wor.kers Shearing Asso- 
c i a t i o n  The Nine Incorporated Trades 1 
of Dundee 1 Tac ksman 1 
P a s t o r s ,  Deacons, and members One ind iv idua l  
of Congregational Church i n  
Scot land 1 
M r .  Grant 
1 
General Stewart  
I n h a b i t a n t s  of Edinburgh 
O f f i c i a l s  Sloan and Richard- John Stewart 
son 1 
One i n d i v i d u a l  1 
Irishmen 1 
Mag i s t r a t e s  1 
Gentlemen 
Highland Club 
~ a b i ;  A-6: Dorset :  14 ~ v e n g s  Enumerated 
Formations Making C l a i m  Frequency Formations Object  of Claim Frequency 
I n h a b i t a n t s  4 Mr. Sugden ( cand ida t e )  6 
"Purples  Adherents" 4 Parl iament  
"Blues Adherents" 
Freeholders  
P a r t i s a n s  and E l e c t o r s  
Major Weyland, M r .  Dudgen 
Supporters  of cand ida t e s  1 
Major Weyland 
1 Marquess of Douro Townspeople 
1 Richard R o l l s  Ominous mul t i t ude  - 
Major and B a i l i f f s  "Other 
P o r t l a n d e r s  and Blues 
members of t h e  Corporation'! . 
Richard R o l l s  
1 Purp le s  M r .  Geldhart  
Bands of Laborers  
A u t h o r i t i e s  
Constables  
1 
Major Weyland suppor t e r s  
1 
Other i n h a b i t a n t s  of  
Dorchester  
1 John C a l c r a f t  
P a r t i s a n s  and Band 1 Court of King 's  Bench 
Body of Men 1 O f f i c i a l s  
P r o t e s t a n t  D i s s e n t e r s  1 
p r o t e s t a n t  D i s sen te r s  of 
Shaf t sbury  1 
I m p a r t i a l  Bene f i t  Soc ie ty  1 
I n h a b i t a n t s  of Dorchester  
(Pro-Catholic) 1 
Ladies  and gentlemen 1 
Table A-7: Hampshire: Nine Events Enumerated 
Formations Making C l a i m  Frequency Formations Object  of Claim 
Fr i end ly  Soc ie ty  5 Par l iament  
I n h a b i t a n t s  3 Lord Bishop 
" P r i n c i p a l l y  t h e  c le rgy"  2 Major 
S o l d i e r s  2 Church and S t a t e .  
Bene f i t  Soc ie ty  1 Well ington 
O f f i c e r  and Lieutenant  King 
O f f i c e r  1 
S a i l o r s  
Marine 
P a t r o l s  of S o l d i e r s  
Table A-8: Wales: S ix    vents Enumerated 
Formations Making Claim Frequency Formations Object  of Claim 
We1 shmen 2 Duke of Sussex and P a r t y  
P r o t e s t a n t  D i s sen te r s  1 Par l iament  
Freeholders  and Wool- Parker  and Stewart  
growers of Radnor County 1 
I n h a b i t a n t s  
Irishmen 1 
"Many from t h e  countryside" 
"Many from t h e  countryside" 1 - .  - - Benef i t  Soc ie ty  
Bene f i t  S o c i e t 3  . 1 
Catho l i c s  



















Drum b e a t e r s  1 
Gentry 1 
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Table A-9 
Kent: 1 8  Events Enumerated 
Formation Making Claim Frequency Formation Object  of Claim. 
I n h a b i t a n t s  6 
E l e c t o r s  3 
Kent Brunswick Club 3 
Fr i ends  of M r .  Halcomb 3 
Nobleman and Gentlemen 2 
I n h a b i t a n t s  of Queensborough 2 
Brunswick Notables  2 
Fr iends  of R.B.W. 1 
Mr. Trant  and Fr iends  Mayor 1 
Freeman of Catebury 1 
Suppor te rs  of Hammond 1 
M r .  Penn 1 
Mr. Hammond 1 
2 1  gentlemen nominated 1 
Messengers 1 
The churchwarden 1 
Immense assembly 1 
Journeymen weavers 1 
Fisherman 1 
Mayor and " s a t e l l i t e s "  1 
O f f i c e r  1 
"Several  gentlemen" 1 
"Crowd" 1 
W i l l i a m  Cobbett  1 
Mr. George Gipps 1 
Mr. Plumters  1 
Marquis of Camden 1 
E a r l  of Darnley 1 
E a r l  of Brunswick 1 
Mr. Shea 1 
Lord Teynham 1 
M r .  S h e i l  1 
Char les  Larkin 1 
Henry Hunt and Doctor Doyle 1 
L i b e r a l s  1 
M r .  Hodges 1 
Freemen and j u r o r s  1 
P r o t e s t a n t s  1 
S p e c t a t o r s  1 
Elec tors : (  Pro-Hunt 1 
Deputat ion 1 
Vest ry  s u p p o r t e r s  
S e l e c t  body of co rpo ra t e  
o f f i c i a l s  (Major, J u r a t s ,  
and B a i l i f f s )  
M r .  Halcomb 
Richard B. Wilbraham 
E l e c t o r s  of Dover 
Government 
P a r i s h i o n e r s  
O f f i c i a l s  of t h e  Ward 
S u f f e r i n g  i n h a b i t a n t s  of 
Queenborough 
O f f i c i a l s  of Queenborough 
Major 
The meet ing . 
Par1  iament 
H i s  Majesty and s u i t e  
Masters  
Mr. Cape1 
Commit t e e  
Mayor and " s a t e l l i t e s "  
Subsc r ibe r s  t o  Rel ie f  
F r i ends  of  M r .  Cape1 
Cons t a b l e s  
Mayor of Maidstone 
S h e r i f f  
Landlords 
O f f i c i a l s  
Edward Skey 
O f f i c e r s  
P r o t e s t a n t s  
Rad ica l s  and Ca tho l i c s  
S i r  ~ d w a r d  Knatchbull  
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Table A-10 
Middlesex: 177 Events Enumerated 
Formation Making Claim Frequency 
I n h a b i t a n t s  2 4 
Ca tho l i c  Assoc ia t ion  13 
P r o t e s t a n t  d i s s e n t e r s  12 
Someone (persons unknown) 12  
P a r i s h i o n e r s  11 
E l e c t o r s  11 
Vest ry  1 0  
Mr. Fenn 9 
Mobs 9 
F r i end ly  S o c i e t i e s  8 
Committees 8 
Irishmonger s 7 
Foot and coachmen 6 
V i c t u a l l e r s  ( l i censed )  5 
Magis t r a t e s  5 
J e w s  and C h r i s t i a n s  4 
Chairman 4 
Butchers  4 
Freemen 4 
P r o t e s t a n t  S o c i e t i e s  4 
Benef i t  S o c i e t i e s  4 
Anti-Slavery S o c i e t i e s  4 
P r o p r i e t o r s  4 
O f f i c e r s  4 
I r i s h  Cathol ics  4 
Members of t h e  Ward 4 
Ant i-Vestry 3 
Mr. Flanagan 3 
Committee of Fr iends  of 
Ca tho l i c  Emancipation 3 
Bookbinders 3 
Watchmen 3 
Holders  of South American 
and Mexican bonds 3 
Deputies  3 
Ir ishmen 3 
Anti-Self-Elected Vestry 3 
Committee of Fr iends  of 
Ca tho l i c  Emancipation 3 
Livery  3 
Fr iends  of Cathol ic  I r e l a n d  2 
Di s sen te r s  of t h e  Assoc. 
Synod of Scot land 2 
D i s sen te r s  2 
Moor and Sadler  2 
Mr. Hunt 2 
John Robertson 2 
Formations Object of Claim Frequency 
Pa r1  iament 63 
S e l e c t  Vestry 18  
Lord Mayor 1 2  
Committee 7 
Common Council 7 
Watchman 6 
King 6 
Duke of Wellington 6 
Irishmen 5 
O f f i c e r s  5 
Mr. Roche 4 
Ann Murphy 4 
P r i s o n e r s  4 
Young men 4 
Resurrection-men 4 .- 
Mini s t e r s  3 
Open v e s t r y  and p a r i s h i o n e r s  3 
O f f i c i a l s  3 
Catho l i c s  of I r e l a n d  3 
Scof f i e l d  3 
Mr. French 3 
Persons 3 
Chairman 3 
P i g g e t t  3 
Jews and C h r i s t i a n s  2 
S e l e c t  body 2 
S o l d i e r s  2 
Unlicensed persons 2 
Mr. Groves 2 
Bookbinders 2 
Duke of Bedford and agen t s  2 
Mag i s t r a t e s  2 
Mr. Thi s s l e ton  2 
Churchwarden's chairman 2 
Gas Company 2 
I n h a b i t a n t s  2 
Colonel Chayter 2 
Daughters 2 
Householders 2 
M r .  Hunt and f r i e n d s  2 
N o b i l i t y  2 
Ca tho l i c s  2 
T.Hanagan, M r .  Breckford, Mr. 
Noore, e t c .  2 
Dale and suppor t e r s  2 
Mr. Henson 2 
Brocks and wi fe  2 
Table A-10 
Middlesex (cont .  ) 
Format ion  Making C l a i m  
Spring 
P r o p r i e t o r s  of Hibernian 
Stock Company 
Mob of young f e l lows  
O f f i c i a l s  
Young men 
Dep. from Soc. of Improve- 
ment of I r e l a n d  
Householders 
P r i n c i p a l l y  t h e  c l e r g y  
Deputation 
Fr iends  t o  P u r i t y  
P i t t  Club 
Members of Eas t  I n d i a  Co. 
S i l k  t r a d e  
Merchants 
Bargemen and r u f f i a n s  
D i r e c t o r s  
Fr iends  of Humanity 
Constables  
Fr iends  of Su rg ica l  Reform 
Tweedy 
Mr. Gunton 
Friend s o f  Fr eemen 
B r i t i s h  Ca tho l i c s  
P a r i s h  O f f i c e r  
P r o t e s t a n t  d i s s e n t i n g  
m i n i s t e r s  
Independent D i s s e n t e r s  
Fr iendly  Socie ty  of Car-. 
p e n t e r s  
Un i t a r i ans  
Un i t a r i an  Di s sen te r s  
Fellowship Soc ie ty  
A s o c i e t y  
Socie ty  of Ship Owners 
Brother ly  Union F r i end ly  
Socie ty  
United Brothers  
Fr iendly  Brothers  Soc ie ty  
Tried Fr iends  
Bachelors Soc ie ty  
Sons of Freedom 
An a s s o c i a t i o n  
Severa l  persons  
M r .  Rose 
Mr. McKinnen 
The se rgean t  
M r .  Groves 















































Formations Object of Cla im Frequency 
Alderman Thompson 2 
Tyrr  e l  2 
F i g h t e r s  2 
Mob 2 
S i r  F ranc i s  Burdet t  , 2 
Member of Parl iament  
M r .  Gunton 1 
John Wilks 1 
Prov i s iona l  Committee (absent )  1 
M r .  Cape1 M.P. 1 
-Lord Bishop 1 
Church and S t a t e  1 
Pub l i c  1 
"City of London" 1 
P a r i s h i o n e r s  1 
D r .  Owen 1 
"A female" 1 
Severa l  persons 1 
Comrades 1 
D i r e c t o r s  1 
Mr. Trant  1 
Corporat ion of C i t y  of 
London, Samuel F a v e l l ,  e t c .  1 
Mr. Sadler  1 
R. Jameson and R. Lee 1 
Sarah Sharp 1 
Waiter 1 
I s a a c  Duke 1 
E l e c t o r s  of Sudbury 1 
Non-elect 1 
Beadles  and cons t ab le s  1 
Court 1 
M r .  Corder 1 
Vestry 1 
Candidates  opposed t o  v e s t r y  1 
Other cand ida t e s  1 
Alderman 1 
Two young men 1 
Mr. Hoskins 1 
Wife 1 
Brothers  1 
D i r e c t o r s  of t h e  Company 1 
Mr. Lamb 1 
~ e p u b l i c a ~  s t a t e s  (Mexico, e t c  . ) 1 
Chairman, M r .  Alexander Baring M.P. 1 
S h e r i f f  'Wild e  1 
Duke of Gloucester  1 
Colonia l  a u t h o r i t i e s  1 
A l l  branches of t h e  t r a d e  
( tavernkeepers ,  e t c . )  1 
Table A-10 
Middlesex (cont . ) 
Formation Making Claim 
Charles Jones 
Mr. Alderman Garrat t 
.William Smith 
Mr. Foster 
Duke of Wellington 
Mr. Dale 
Mr. Laing 
Brooks and wife 
Mr. Serjeant Sellow 
Mr. Ashtan 










Persons interested in 
benefit of society 
Gardeners and farmers 
Non-elect 
Sir Richard Birnie, 
- Thomas 'Hall, Webb 
School of Anatomy 
and Medicine 
The company delegates 
from Friendly Society 
of London, Westmin- '- 
ster, etc. 










Kiddermin ster weavers 
Delegates 
A large party 
Neighbors 
Friends of Catholics 
of Ireland 
Servants 


























Formations Object of Claim 
London Bridge Committee 
Noblemen and gentlemen 
Deputies 
Prison officials 
Multitude of individuals 






Government and church 
bretheren 




Hobhouse, Member of 
Parliament 
Wellington and Eldon 
Lord Nugent 
Sir Henry Harding 
Protestants 




Duke of Clarence 
Lord Melville 




Friends of Catholics of 
Ireland 
Pallmer 
Duke of Cambridge 
Plank 
Alderman William Heygat e 
John Robertson 
Matthew Wood, Member 
of Parliament 
Lord Rossimore (official) 
Silk trade 
Cart driver 




Alderman George Scholey 
Frequency 
Table A-10 
Formation Making Claim 
Ticket porters 
Silk weavers 
An additional force 
Multitudes 




London dairymen and 
keepers 



















A body snatcher 
Frequency Formations Object of Claim 
Lord High Admiral 
Brewers 















Board of Trade 
Eweas McDonnell 
Penenden Heath speechmakers 
Several companies 
Royal Marine schoolboys 
Ironmongers 
 rugg gists 
Daily Press 
Sir Robert Wilson 
Body snatchers 
Sir James Shaw 
Alderman Scales 
Everett 








































Other England: 144 Events Enumerated 


















Gamekeepers , keepers 
Additional officers 
from Secretary of 
State office 







Nobility, clergy and 
gentry 
The Parties 
Artisans and mechanics 
Coast Block Aid Service 
Vestry 
Congregation of Baptists 





The Blue Committee 
Tradesmen 
Commissioners 




Lowe and friends 
Mead 
Formations Gbj ect 'of Claim Frequency - 
Parliament 6 7 
Keepers and assistants 2 5 
Poachers 22 
Government 6 







Brunswick Club 4 
Masters 3 
Officials 3 
The King 3 
Inhabitants of Leeds 3 
Sir James Graham 3 
Mr. Stafford 2 
Soldiers 2 
Surveyor of taxes, Mr. 2 
Codbury 
Manufacturers 2 
Green and his wife 2 
White 2 
Vestry 2 
Richards and other, . 2 
defendents 




Amos Platt 2 
Mr. East 2 
Chairman 2 
Wiltshire and two others 2 
Smithurst 1 
Godfrey, Mancey and bailiffs 1 
Robert Rounce 1 
Duke of Sussex 1 
Independent freemen 1 
Inhabitants 1 
"Johnson" "the informer" 1 
Church warden 1 
Bindle 1 
The established church 1 
Mead and men 1 
Lowe 1 
Directors of Bank of 1 
England 
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Table A-11 
Other England (cont . )  
Formation Making Claim Frequency Forination Object  of Claim 
I n h a b i t a n t s ,  Clapham 1 
B a i l i f f  1 
P r o t e s t a n t s  1 
Medical Soc ie ty  1 
Congregation 1 
I n h a b i t a n t s ,  Lambeth 1 
Phys ic ians  and surgeons 1 
"Pres ident  and Fellows" 1 
P r i v a t e  i n d i v i d u a l  1 
Mayor 1 
Owners and occup ie r s  of land  
i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of Chelmsford 1 
Ebenezer s o c i e t y  1 
F r a t e r n a l  Union 1 
Independant U n i t a r i a n s  and 
B a p t i s t s  1 
Unive r s i ty  of Oxford 1 
Middle C la s s  1 
B r i t i s h  Ca tho l i c  Assoc. 1 
Richards and o t h e r s ,  defen- 
d a n t s  1 
Livery 1 
E l e c t o r s  1 
Post-boys 1 
Godd er ed 1 
Lord Hawke 1 
Way and o t h e r s  1 
Lord Mountsanford 1 
Delegates  from York, Lan- 
c a s t e r ,  Chester  1 
Min i s t e r s  and d e p u t i e s  1 
Uni t a r i an  C h r i s t i a n s  1 
C i t i z e n s  of Worcester 1 
Shopkeepers 1 
Committee 1 
I n h a b i t a n t s ,  Dartmouth 1 
Spec ta to r s  (80,000) 1 
Clergy, gentlemen, merchants 
and o t h e r  i n h a b i t a n t s  of 
Sheff i e l d  1 
I n h a b i t a n t s  of B r i s t o l  1 
Persons i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  
wool t r a d e  1 
Gentlemen and a "committee" 1 
Some boys 1 
Former l a b o r e r s  1 
M r .  Angel 1 
Another man 1 
J u r y  1 
Club members 1 
Farmers and gentlemen 1 
D i r e c t o r s  
M r .  Hunt 
John Marsha l l  
Lord Warncl i ff  and o t h e r  
York M.P.s 
M r .  I r e l a n d  
Bystanders ,  r e s p e c t a b l e  
Lord Nugent 
Mr. Bernard, t h e  m a g i s t r a t e s  
Lord Mountsanford 
Gentlemen, "12" 
I r i s h  B a p t i s t s  
M.P.s who supported AGS c la im 
M.P.s of t h e  county 
E d i t o r .  of Times 
Lord High Admiral Duke 
of Clarence  
Royalty 
Advocates, ' 'Earl of Harewood, , 
Lord Wharnclif f "  
Landen Committee 
Persons i n t e r e s t e d  i n  wool 
t r a d e  
M r .  Tennyson 
P o l i c e  (Mr. Haines) 
John Grange 
M i n i s t e r s  
Davenport M.P. 
Robinson 
M r .  Oxtoby " 
B r i t i s h  Armed Forces 
Lord Huntingf i e l d  
Crowds, a g r i c u l t u r a l  popu- 
l a t i o n  
A boy 
Church and s t a t e  
Ant i -Cathol ics  
Employees 
Robert Otway Cave 




Nine male domest ics  












































Table A-11  
Other England (cont  . ) 
Formation Making C l a i m  Frequency 
AntiLSlavery Soc ie ty  1 
Marquess of Chandos 1 
Mutineer 1 
Crier 1 
Respec tab le  i n h a b i t a n t s  of 
Devon 1 
Anti-Cathol ics  1 
Machine ho lde r s ,  employees 1 
"Persons" i n  oppos i t i on  1 
Richard Spooners 1 
Landholders and yeomanry 1 
I n h a b i t a n t s  of Leeds, depu- 
t a t i o n  of i n h a b i t a n t s ,  re- 
q u i s i t i o n i s t s  1 
Brunswickers and suppor t e r s ,  
men from Leeds I n t e l l i g e n c e r  1 
Men from Leeds I n t e l l i g e n c e r ,  
"man" 1 
I n h a b i t a n t s  of Leeds, Bruns- 




Debtors  1 
M r .  Read and a s s i s t a n t s  
("posser') 1 
m. Dugdale 1 
Mr. T ra f fo rd  1 
M r .  Coler idge  1 
Respec tab le  gentlemen of 
Dover 1 
P o l i c e  1 
Gentry, c l e r g y  and f r ee -  
h o l d e r s  of Cheshire  1 
APPENDIX 3 
~ e t a i l s - o n  t h e  Enumkrztion of Content ious Gatherings 
Each t ime we read  a source ,  any a r t i c l e  t h a t  might p e r t a i n  t o  a con- 
t e n t i o u s  ga the r ing  is  noted f o r  removal by t h e  completion of a form we c a l l  
a "coversheet." A t  a .  l a t e r  d a t e ,  photocopies  of t h e  a r t i c l e s  a r e  added t o  
t h e s e  covershee ts ,  and they  a r e  c o l l a t e d  i n t o  event  f i l e s  we c a l l  "dos-' . 
siers." These d o s s i e r s  hold a l l  t h e  repor ted  information on a p a r t i c u l a r  
event  found i n  any of our  s tandard  s i x  sources.  
When reading  sources ,  i t  is h e l p f u l  t o  know t h e  span of  t ime over  
which p a r t i c u l a r  a r t i c l e s  might appear  i n  newspapers t h a t  p e r t a i n  t o  par- 
t i c u l a r  events .  Table A-12 p r e s e n t s  our  f i n d i n g s  i n  t h i s  a r ea .  
What i s  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between r e p o r t s - i n  newspapers and f i n a l l y -  
enumerated con ten t ious  ga ther ings?  I n  o rde r  t o  g e t  a sense  of t h e  s i t u a -  
t i o n ,  we l i s t e d  t h e  number of cove r shee t s ,  t h e  number removed a s  p a r t  of 
qua l i fy ing  even t s ,  and t h e  number d iscarded  a s  non-qualifying. L a s t l y ,  
w e  wished t o  show t h e  c o n t r i b u t i o n -  of each source  t o  t h e  f i n a l  enumeration 
of events .  F i r s t .  we n o t e  t h e  ove r l ap  i n  r e p o r t i n g  among sources  (Table 
A-15) then  we denote  how t h e  sou rces  r e p o r t  d i f f e r e n t  types  of events  
---- - -- -- --- - 
C 
(Table A-16). See assembly i n s t r u c t i o n s  i n  Ti l ly /Schwei tzer  Working Paper - . : .  
L . _ I - - 
1 6 3 ~ t o  n o t e  how cove r shee t s  a r e  a t t ached  t o  e v e n t c f i l e s .  -. - -- , - 
The Timing of Reports  
- 
When an  event  occu r s ,  how much f a r t h e r  a f t e r  t h a t  d a t e  i n  newspaper 
sources  need one look  i n  o r d e r  t o  l o c a t e  t h e  m a j o r i t y  of a r t i c l e s  t h a t  
might d i s c u s s  i t ?  Th i s  ques t ion  can  be answered by viewing Table A-12. 
The d o t t e d  l i n e  deno te s  t h e  d a t e  t h e  event  occurred.  The graph shows t h e  
i n c r e a s e  of repor ted  c a s e s  a s  one moves ou t  from t h e  day of occurrence (0) 
t o  a high mark on approximately day  two and a sha rp  dec rease  t h e r e a f t e r .  
Although t h e  v a s t  m a j o r i t y  of r e p o r t s  occur w i th in  t h e  f i r s t  week, n o t e  
t h a t  even a s  long a s  a  month a f t e r w a r d s  we a r e  s t i l l  g e t t i n g  r e p o r t s .  The 
n o t a t i o n s  t h a t  a r e  shown be fo re  day ze ro  a r e  n o t i c e s  and advance announce- 
ments f o r  events .  
Next we p re sen t  a breakdown of each s e c t i o n  of newspaper reading  
(blocks*) and t h e  t o t a l  number of cove r shee t s  enumerated from each paper.  
I n  Table A-14, we show how many cove r shee t s  were removed i n  t h e  assembly 
p r0cedur . e~  t o  make con ten t ious  g a t h e r i n g  event  f i l e s .  L a s t l y  we show 
now many covershee ts  were r e tu rned  t o  t h e  N.Q. (non-qualifying) f i l e s  a s  
n o t  being u s a b l e  i n  con ten t ious  ga the r ings .  What we learned  was t h a t  f o r  
every seven covershee ts  enumerated, we. remove -two a s  qua l i fy ing  m a t e r i a l ,  
and ha l f  of t hose  a r e  s e p a r a t e  CGs .  
*Blocks a r e  s e c t i o n s  of newspaper t e n  days long ,  excluding Sundays. 
\ ltl i T a b l e  A- . GBS Newspaper Repor t ing  A n a l y s i s ,  1828,  




Occurrence  of    vent and R e p o r t ( s )  of  Event 
Z' D i s t ' r i b u t i o n  
Table A-13 
GBS Source Enumerations Analysis  . 
Breakdown -of Number of Coversheets per  .Event 
Number of Cover s h e e t s  
. . .  
1 
Events Having t h a t  Number ' 
208"" 
* F i f t y  even t s  have on ly  Mirror of Parl iament  
as source.  
GBS 10-14-77 
411 Events 
-Table A-14.  Distribution of Enumerated Coversheets Per 10-Day Block, 1828 
. , - - 
Problem: To determine the ratio of contentious gatherings to coversheets 
enumerated by readers in 1828. We have compiled the following statistics: 
Coversheets 
Removed as Part 





~ l o ~ k *  London Morning Total 
/I Times Chronicle Both 
1 59 . 21 
2 66 4  4  
London Morning Total 
Times Chronicle Both 
09 08 I 171 
London Morning Total 
Times Chronicle Both 
2 5 16 
2 0 4  3 I: I 
50 13 
56 2 9 
51 2 6 
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Table A-14 (cont . )  
Conclusions 
29 50 4 8 
30 48 4 2 
$1  141 - 9 2 




1828; of t h a t  number, 1,887 were f i n a l l y  NQ'ed . ( l abe l ed  a s  non-qualifying) , I  I 
and 855 covershee ts  were removed, . t o  make 348 qua l i fy ing  events  f o r  t h e  
' 
' two newspapers, a  r a t i o  of about two q u a l i f y i n g  covershee ts  f o r  each 
1 T o t a l s  1,639 1,126 2,765 
qua l i fy ing  event .  A - r a t i o  of about 7 :9 covershee ts  enumerated f o r  each 
qua l i fy ing  con ten t ious  ga ther ing  shows t h e  o v e r a l l  r e s u l t s .  I nd iv idua l  
newspaper a n a l y s i s  shows no s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r ences .be tween  t h e  sources  
looked a t  s e p a r a t e l y  o r  c o l l e c t i v e l y .  
The Future  
One could say  then  t h a t  f o r  every seven covershee ts  enumerated by a 
r e a d e r ,  two w i l . 1  be  removed a s  q u a l i f y i n g  o r  background information,  and 
of t hose  two, one ha l f  w i l l  end up being s e p a r a t e  con ten t ious  ga ther ings .  
With t h i s  in format ion ,  p r o j e c t i o n s  can be  made f o r  t h e  remaining yea r s  of 
t h e  s tudy.  
Table A-15. Source Overlap Comparisons, 1828 
MC - LT - MOP HPD - GM -
MC - 104 145 1 6  4 6 
LT - 14 5 99 1 5  5 6 
MOP - 1 6  1 5  4 9 3 1 
HPD - 4 5 3 1 
GM - 6 6 1 1 
AR - 1 0  9 - 2 - 
T o t a l s  285 279 84 1 5  




1 5  
1 5  
22 
7 00 
I n  a l l  t h e  even t s ,  a source  may occur  w i t h  one o r  more o t h e r  sources .  
MC : Chronic le  
LT: London Times 
MOP: Mirror  of Par l iament  
HPD: Hansard's Par l iamentary  Debates 
GM: Gentleman ' s Magazine 
AR: Annual Reg i s t e r  
Table A-16. Types of Events Enumerated by Sources,  1828 
Source 
Poachers v s .  
1. Gamekeepers 
Smugglers 
2. v s .  Customs 
LT - MC - GM - AR - HPD - MOP - 
Brawls i n  
3. Drinking P laces  5 5 
Other Violent  
4.  Gatherings 
At tacks  on Black- 
l e g s  a n d  Other Un- 
5. planned Gatherings 1 




.8. Ce leb ra t ions  
9. Delega t ions  4 1 
Parades,  Demonstra- 
10. t i o n s ,  R a l l i e s  32 33 1 
11. S t r i k e s ,  Turnouts  1 
 re-planned Meetings 
12. of ~ a m e d  Assoc ia t ions  70. 90 2 
' Pre-Planned Meetings 
13. of P u b l i c  Assemblies 18 21 2 
Other Pre-Planned 
14. Meetings - 7 9 - 7 3 - 4 
TOTALS 259 2 64 9 
APPENDIX 4 
Com~ar i sons  -wi th  'Other ' Sources 
- - .--. - 
We have chosen s i x  sou rces  f o r  our  enumeration of con ten t ious  ga ther -  
-- i ngs .  They c o n s i s t  of two newspapers: London Times and Morning Chronicle;  
I 
two par l iamentary  r e p o r t e r s  : Hansard ' s Par l iamentary  Debates and Mirror  of 
Par l iament ;  and two p e r i o d i c a l s :  Gentleman's Magazine - .  and t h e  Annual Reg- 
i s t e r .  I 
By f a r  t h e  l a r g e s t  s h a r e  of a r t i c l e s  came ou t  i n  reading  t h e  news- 
papers ,  bu t  t h e  Mirror of Parl iament  adds s i g n i f i c a n t  numbers of even t s  due 
.. . 
t o  i t s  i n c l u s i o n  of in format ion  about p e t i t i o n  meetings. Hansard 's ,  wh i l e  
n o t  a s  comprehensive a s  Mir ror  of Par l iament ,  is  a good-back-up information 
source.  The Gentlemanl.s Magazine and Annual Regis te r  do no t  add g r e a t  quan- 
t i t i e s  of information about  even t s ,  but  they  do list t h e  major happenings 
I I and a c t  as a guide t o  f u r t h e r  s tudy .  
I n  t h e  summer of 1977 we decided t o  t r y  checking our  event  enumeration 
a g a i n s t  o t h e r  sources  t o  s e e  how w e  s tood.  We read t h e  Lancaster  ~ a z e t t e . .  
and Cobbet t ' s  P o l i t i c a l  Reg i s t e r  f o r  t h e  year  1828, j u s t  a s  w e  d i d  our  reg-  
u l a r  sources .  
, We found t h a t  t h e  Lancas te r  Gaze t te  added only  t e n  new events  t o  our  
knowledge. Our six sources  noted 411 even t s ,  whi le  t h e  Gaze t te  noted only  
'\ 
-, 
3 3 ,  23 of which we had a l r e a d y  noted.  A' map showing where t h e  new even t s  
were loca t ed  c l e a r l y  deno te s  t h e  loca l i sm of t h e  r e p o r t i n g  i n  t h e  Lancas te r  
> 
Gazet te .  Seven e&ents  dccurred i n  Lancashire ,  t h r e e  i n  ad jo in ing  coun t i e s .  
* .  
The newly discovered even t s  were c l e a r l y  of a  l o c a l  na tu re :  some poaching, 
some l o c a l  l abo r  a c t i v i t i e s ,  and a few l o c a l  i s s u e  meetings. 
Our review of ~ o b b e t t ' s  (CPR) presented a  d i f f e r e n t  view. CPR turned 1 
-up only  fou r  new events  f o r  t h e  yea r ,  and only  a  t o t a l  of 1 6  con ten t ious  /, ". 
1 
ga the r ings  was noted f o r  t h e  e n t i r e  year .  A review of t h e  map shows t h e  .a 
; 
I 
four events  t o  be sca t t e red  thrqughout t h e  county: Devizes, Wil tsh i re ,  
Huntington, Liverpool and London. They were a l l  meetings; no r e p o r t s  of 
v io lence  appeared. Three of t h e  four were meetings t o  p e t i t i o n  Parliament, 
t h e  o the r  a  n o t i c e  of a  meeting. 
APPENDIX 5 
R e l i a b i l i t y  of t h e  Coding Procedures  
We have hand-coded t h e  411 noted 1828 events .  We have a l s o  compiled a 
sample check-coding of 55 even t s ;  t h a t  is ,  we coded t h e  same event  twice  
and compared t h e  two s e t s  of answers. We looked f o r  ERRORS: answers t h a t  
were c l e a r l y  wrong -- i n c o r r e c t  d a t e s  o r  numbers, and f o r  DISCREPANCIES: 
answers t h a t  w e r e  n o t  e x a c t l y  a l i k e  causing some ques t ion  a s  t o  which was 
t h e  more c o r r e c t  remark. Each con ten t ious  ga the r ing  had codes of vary ing  
l e n g t h  f o r  Formations and Action Phases,  so  t h e  number of p o s s i b l e  answers 
1 f o r  each event  w a s  pos s ib ly  d i f f e r e n t .  




S XXXXXX X X 
E XxXxmXa XX X 
s XXXXXXWUUM X XXX XXX XX X. X X 
0 50 100 150 200 250 300 350 400 450 500 
-- - - - - - -- -  - 
ANSWERS 
Of t h e  55 check-coded even t s ,  a l l  had a t  l e a s t  100 p o s s i b l e  answers: 
I. 37 'had between 100 and. 200; n i n e  had between 200 and 300; seven had between 
300 and 400; and two had between 400 and ,500. The average l e n g t h  w a s  182 
, p o s s i b l e  coded responses .  We a l s o  discovered t h a t  t h e  average number of 
- .  
e r r o r s  made by a coder Gas 6.0 and t h a t  t h e  d iscrepancy  r a t e  was ; -s l igh t ly?  
h igher  a t  8.2. pe r  event .  
Coding Performances f o r  I n d i v i d u a l  Coders 
The fo l lowing  t a b l e  l i s t s t h e  coders '  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  l e t t e r s  taken from 
t h e  i n i t i a l s  of t h e i r  names; t h e  number of even t s  each coded l i s t e d  next  t o  
t h e i r  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  . l e t t e r s ,  and t h e  average  e r r o r  r a t e  f o r  each coder ,  
expressed i n  a percent .  Table A-17 shows t h e  e r r o r  r a t e s  f o r  s tandard  cod- 
. . . . i ng ,  Table' A-18 f o r  check coders .  
- _ _  -- - 
!!- A r ~ ,  Table A-18. F i r s t  - Coding : Percentage  Error  - 
t '  - - - - -  
1 .i MSEl (18) GMZl  (12) PAFl (13) HDKl  (11)- RASl (1) - >.- 
2.6 8 0 0.6 
5 2 6.3 AV. .3.5% 
4 AV. 3.3% 2 
4 AV. 1 .7% 
6 
6 
4 LR\11 4 L \, 1 r -  AV. 4.8% - 7, ; . 
Table A-19. Check Coding: Percentage  Error  
\ g5- . L-- PAFl (12) HDKl  (16) DARl (11) G M Z l  (11) MSEl (5)  
2 % 4 % 2.1% 5% 1 % 
0 4 0 2 2 
0 2 0 4 5 
0 1 0 1 6 
1 12 0 & 2  4 
1 0 0.6 5 AV. 3.6% 
0 4 0 .3  7 
0 2 0 8 
1 3 0 3 
0 6 2 .1  1 
1 6 0 4 
1 2 AV. 0.46% AV. 3.8% 
AV. 0.58% 2.5 
3 
5 . - 
4 
AV. 3.78% 



